My Testimony of wild grains in Israel 2017
By Rebecca Biderman
Galilee, Israel
Here is my report of what I have seen in Israel this year, from when the barley
inspections were completed up to Shavuot.
When I think about this year I immediately think about how different the season’s
events have been from 2016. 2016 was an orderly beautiful pageant of scriptural
witnesses to the correct timing of the biblical calendar. Brian and Linda Convery
(abibofgod.com) had calculated the first month during their annual barley
inspection and the witnesses or signs were in order supporting their reading of the
barley. This year was anything but orderly.
The rains left and returned to the Galilee multiple times before Shavuot. There were
heavy rains in the Galilee during the daylight hours of the 14th of the aviv; the aviv
field received substantial rain. (The biblical day begins at sunset.) June 4, two weeks
before Shavuot, brought more heavy rains. This time it would have fallen in the
wheat harvest. I’m sure of it. Why?
This year the barley needed an additional lunar cycle to allow it to mature enough to
be at least aviv on the Zadok’s scale for Wave Sheaf. By Wave Sheaf on the final
inspection the field presented from aviv to karmel just as Brian’s experience told
him it would. He calls this type of field a Leviticus 2 field because it contained the
full scope of acceptably developed barley from which to present a Wave Sheaf
offering. Lev 2:14…“firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten
out of full ears”. If the barley timing is right, the wheat timing will be right. So two
weeks before Shavuot the rain would have been falling in the wheat harvest, the
wild wheat would have in part been in aviv stage wheat and even a little more
developed than the aviv stage.
Rains during a time of harvest still remain as a curse, and will until 1 Sam 12:17 is
taken out of the bible by our Elohim.
Last year’s out-of-season rains fell in the Negev and Jerusalem. This year’s out-ofseason rains fell in the aviv field. Last year when the shorav winds started, they
stayed. Shorav winds are strong hot winds that hasten the ripening and the drying
of the wild grains. This year they started three times before settling in just at
Shavuot. Every time the winds subsided the cool weather returned. The anemones
came, but never in their full strength as they did last year. Last year they exploded
on the land and then left. This year they made a considerable show and then with
each cool snap a few caches of red anemones would pop up here and there. Even on
the last inspection of the aviv barley field just before Wave Sheaf there were
anemones standing against the Lev 2 field. The anemones usually precede the aviv
barley by 30 days; this year, they were out of their season.

Anemones belong in a green field like this

This year, scattered anemones made an unseasonable show in a firstfruits barley
field.
I could see a need for the weather pattern we had this year, for periods of cooling
the land back down to slow the developing wild barley and wild wheat. I could also
see the curse of rains out of their ‘due season’ falling in the times of harvest.
In Torah the physical land of Israel and all spiritual understanding related to the
Law are interlinked. You simply can’t separate the agricultural language of the bible
from the spiritual message it carries. Groups or individuals who insist that a
thirteenth lunar cycle is not biblical were cursed by this year’s extra lunar cycle.

They stumbled on that stone of offense the barley represents, which is our Messiah.
I know, I know: That’s a strong statement. But by refusing to recognize the barley as
the primary sign, really the only sign to qualify the beginning of the year, simply
because it didn’t appear in within a twelve-moon window, they stumbled and have
left the path of truth. That clause demanding only twelve moons is simply not
included in our instructions.
Our instructions are given in Deut 16:1, the Hebrew structure of the sentence reads
differently than the King James Version of the Bible. Hebrew is read from right to
left, שמור את דשח האביב ועשית פסח ליהוה אלהיך כי בחדש אביבה הוציאך יהוה אלהיך צריםממ הליל
and translates to “Guard את, month of the aviv”, (This little aleph and tav word  אתgives
direction from the word ‘guard’ to ‘the aviv’; without  אתwe would not know what we are
guarding. So we are commanded to give guard to the month of the aviv) and keep the
Passover unto Yehovah thy Elohim: for in the month of the aviv Yehovah thy Elohim
brought thee forth out of Egypt by night”. ‘Aviv’ looks like this אביב, ‘the aviv’ looks like
this האביב. Aviv is not the proper name of the first month of the year. Aviv is something
that is contained in the first month of the year.
As we read in Col 1:18 and Ex 34:26, the sign of the Messiah is the Rosh Habikkurim.
Aviv is the condition a grain must achieve to be considered for the bikkurim (first
fruits) offering. His sign, the Rosh (head) Habikkurim (first fruits), determines the
beginning of the year. His sign sets the stage and the timing for the rest of the annual
feasts that follow. We are going to see a little later that aviv is an agricultural term.
To demand a primary witness the scriptures do not require is no different than the
actions of the religious leaders reported in Matthew 23. Salkinson Hebrew New
Testament published in the late 1800s uses the word ‘maosim’ (ma=what,
osim=they made or did) in this passage when Yeshua tells the leaders they put
burdens on men that they themselves cannot carry. Making or doing or requiring
something that is not commanded is ‘maosim’: the source was not then and is not
now Yehovah, the source of maosim is man.
One last thought about the barley season of 2017. Everything that grew from the
land this year was given an extra month to green up before dying back. Israel truly
has only two land seasons; the greening or growing phase and the dying or harvest
phase. As a forager and food gatherer living in Israel and gathering the wild greens
from the Land I was aware that the wild chard, wild mustard, the lamb’s quarter, the
mallow were all staying longer than they did last year. The land greened for a longer
period of time. I loved every minute of the extra time I was given to explore and
forage the land. It was lusher with greenery than it had been last year and I gathered
and froze so much tender leafy greens to enjoy in the dry and dying season we are in
now. This is a strong sign that allowing an extra lunar cycle was exactly what we
were being told. To force a twelve-moon cycle into what the land was telling us
would then have caused us to arrive at Wave Sheaf without green ears of corn.

This year my eyes beheld the faithfulness of Elohim to His word; seedtime and
harvest remained. Despite all the difficulties of the season, they remained.
I don’t have as many beautiful details to offer this year as I did last year, but I am
able to add a couple of items that have increased my understanding. As always,
these are my beliefs. What you believe is between the Father, the Son and yourself.
Before I launch into journaling the season I want to sincerely express my thanks to
Brian and Linda Convery for taking the time this season to teach me about barley
inspections from their wealth of experience. I loved every minute of our time
together. I knew I truly had spent time with the Body of Messiah when I traveled the
Israeli roads on their annual barley inspection with them. Brian is such an eager
teacher of all things barley. He is unlike some who would jealously guard the years
of work and hard-earned knowledge; Brian oozes barley. He just cannot help
himself. And being one myself who fell in love with this symbol of the Messiah, The
Rosh HaBikkurim, I can totally relate. I took many notes on that trip and enjoyed all
the lessons.
And to you, the reader, thank you for letting me give you my witness this year. It
remains my honor and privilege to serve the body of Messiah.
Journaling
March 3
Someone ‘shared’ my photos of the aviv barley field from my time with Linda and
Brian, posted them to their Facebook page, proudly proclaimed the barley heads to
be ‘tender ears of corn’ and therefore concluded there was no need for a thirteenth
lunar cycle. I did post a rebuttal against the use of those shared photos for them to
say something that I had not said they represented. One of the greatest things the
body of Messiah needs to know is this: The Torah is written in an agricultural
language, that language is then used to teach covenant with Elohim and man. It’s so
easy to misunderstand its words if you have never grown anything in the earth. I
think that was the problem in this situation.
March 9
The lemons are finally blooming! Their fragrance is like perfume blowing in my
bedroom window at night. Lemons bloom and go so quickly that if their fragrance
wasn’t strong you might miss their season of blooming altogether.
March 10
We are expecting rain for Saturday through Tuesday. This is a sure sign the rains have
not past and it’s not time for the barley to be aviv. In addition, the lemon trees just
yesterday began to fill the breezes with their scent. The storks have yet to enter into
Israel in quantities sufficient to breed and therefore they are not soaring in their
beautiful vortexes yet. The doves and the pigeons are singing their breeding songs, but

they are usually ahead of the storks. Red Anemones are still seen in the fields as of
yesterday, they precede the barley by about a month.
March 11
It’s wonderful to watch the land develop this year with my increased understanding.
Thanks Brian and Linda! Thank you Elohim. Barley, oats, wheat, rye-tares all come out
of the boot at the same general time, in other words they present their heads, the part of
the plant that will produce grains, within days of each other, even some at the same
time. Not until the grasses present their heads, which will yield their seeds, is it possible
to tell what the plant is.
Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade (grass
also known as cereal grass) was sprung up, and brought forth fruit (the head of the plant
that makes the fruit), then appeared the tares also (at the same time).
Paul says of this process
1 Cor 15:35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do
they come? 36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 37 And
that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may
chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased
him, and to every seed his own body.
March 11
Wild flax plant, this is where biblical linen comes from. I am just starting to see it on the
land now. I’ve had a nudge from the Holy Spirit to follow it on the land, if there is
enough to be seen. Will it line up with the aviv barley as it did in Egypt? I hope to be able
to see enough of it to know.
Song of Solomon 2:11-13 For, behold, the winter is past. The rain is over and gone. The
flowers appear on the earth; The time of the singing has come, And the voice of the
turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree ripens her green figs. The vines are in blossom;
they give forth their fragrance...

March 12
The first of the Egyptian storks seen over the Kinerret! It’s just the very beginning, there
are many more of these elegant lovelies to come.
March 17
Ants! I woke up to ants in the kitchen this morning! Ugh. If you’ve even been
exposed to the number and tenacity of the ants on the land of Israel you would know
that the rainy season brings sweet relief from these invading foragers. So they
showed up last night because I forgot to put away a jar of honey.
Prov 6:6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; Consider her ways, and be wise. 7 Which having
no guild, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth her meat (lechem) in the summer (kahyitz
which is harvest), and gatherers her food (ma-ak-awl; an eatable including
pretender, flesh and fruit) in the harvest (qatsiyr; severed, harvest).
So the ants work from Barley through to the harvest of the 7th month!

March 19
I learned today that as the anemones fade the flax takes over the land.

I also found a mandrake to follow to the wheat harvest.

It’s not the bloom that makes the lovely smell of the Mandrake plant. It’s the fruit of the
Mandrake. When it is ripe the fruit smells beautiful.
Song of Solomon 7:13 The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all manner of
pleasant fruits, new and old, which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved.
March 23
The flax plants are 50 percent bloomed. There are as many blooms yet to open, as there
are blooms already opened.
March 26
The goat-grass at Ein Mabu’a was reported to be aviv. What’s goat-grass? It is barley
that falls on stony ground. It is ground that cannot be ploughed and planted. The
grains spring up early and die quickly. The plant can gain no depth for its roots due
to the shallow depth of soil over stone. Stony fields cannot sustain the barley plant
through a complete cycle. The sun super-heats the soil and the plants will cast their
grains early or not develop a grain at all. The only thing a stony field is good for is
grazing goats and sheep. That is why this type of barley earned the name goat-grass.

March 27
BARLEY UPDATE:
When I got back from the barley field today I sent the photos off to Brian. Afterward
I had to leave the house for a while. I had planned to put the photos together and get
them posted as well. But by the time I returned home the following report was in my
email. Brian had already done the work. Yay, I was tired! Good news shouldn't wait.
We are all part of the same body and we all serve the same purpose. We should all
be serving each other. Then when one receives honor we all receive the same honor.
In this way the whole body is honored. Don’t you love Paul’s wordy verses?
Beautiful!
From the Converys
Abib Update: 3/27/2017
“Hi Folks,
We certainly hope things are well with you all. Linda and I are looking forward to
the upcoming festival season with great anticipation. These rehearsals of the reality
to come are just awesome in meaning and content in the Plan of Salvation.
We have gotten lots of comments and questions from a lot of people. The majority of
them are coming from brethren who kept the later start to this current year we are
in. This is humbling for us in many respects, and a sincere service/function we
undertake for the body of Christ/Messiah and anyone else who wishes to have the
information. Let us state here loud and clear, for it has been a repeated question
often this year; we have been blessed in our working lives so that we do not need
nor accept funding, for our part in all of this. Freely we received and freely we give.
Now to the acceptable barley crops in Israel. We have been sent and have seen so
much confusion centered around “Goat Grass” this year it actually is frustrating to
watch. Once again, I direct many of the new folks to the past reports explaining such
things, as well as to the Booklet on how to conduct an inspection of Barley in Israel,
at the bottom of the Studies Page on the website.
We have attached some pictures which Becca took today. She has been monitoring
fields in the north. Fields that are located in actual agricultural areas with deep rich
soils and no rocks and stones. She sent many pictures but we have included only 5
because they take up so much space when trying to send out in emails. I will try a
different method today to see how it works.
Thank you, Becca, for your efforts in the Land!
You will see the maturity level of the acceptable barley is exactly what we had
forecast back at the beginning of this month in late February. There is a large
amount of wild barley in the Lev 2:14 stages. I say stages, for it can include several
Zadok 8 sub stages and in particular 5-7 as a basis for the minimum standard for a
first of the first fruits wave sheaf offering. Yes, pictures are worth a thousand words.
You will also see the migrations are in full swing with some good pictures of the
white storks. I am being told there are some professing that they are not a biblical
sign for they are not located in the Torah the first 5 books of the bible. That is pure
idiocy, for we use the entire Word of God/Elohim to prove all things.

These teachers, whom many have heaped up to themselves, will not like the fact that
the other accompanying signs of the turn of the year are also well prevalent such as
the flowers, doves nesting, fig trees with green figs, grapes giving off the smell of the
sour grape in bud, and on and on. By the way those are listed in Song of Solomon
2:12-13 as just one of the many scriptural patterns which address the change from
winter to summer in Israel as most of you no doubt know and understand.
It was brought up that there are folks saying there is no barley in dough in
Jerusalem. Let me assist here for those who only use the Jerusalem area for their
barley criteria. If you are to walk down the hill from the Old City to the intersection
at the base of the Mount of Olives and look up onto the slopes from the Temple
Mount under the olive trees on the side of the hill you will find lots of barley in the
dough stages for your use if you are so inclined to do so. This is the case in every
intercalated year such as the one we are now in. This is not acceptable barley for our
uses because it grows on rocky/stony hillsides but others use such things so we try
to be helpful in their beliefs regardless. However, the sheep and goats love it, for it
was designed for their use, and hopefully they have not devoured it already. There
are many other locations in Jerusalem as well but this should suffice.
The year for Linda and I, ends at sunset on Thursday the 29th of March. We hope
you all have a good festival season ahead.
Pictures are attached.
Brian and Linda”

There’s a reason we can find flax and barley in Israel the same as it was in Egypt at the
exodus. The barley was aviv and the flax was in bloom in Egypt, the barley is aviv to
karmel and the flax is in bloom in the Galilee in Israel.
March 29
The final sunset of the biblical year was spectacular in the Galilee.

April 1
In the Galilee we have aviv barley and flax in bloom just like it was in Egypt in the
year of the exodus. If it was available there and also available here at Wave Sheaf
there’s a spiritual lesson that needed to be discovered. I’ve finally had time to follow
that nudging and study about flax and the bread of affliction that I was hearing in my
spirit.
SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY
Unleavened barley, the bread of affliction, the bread of haste
Last week the Holy Spirit kept saying “the bread of affliction”. Yesterday I said, “I
really need to check on that.” When He speaks to me in this manner, I can always
pick up His Writings and find what He is pointing me to.
Ex 9:18 Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail,
such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. 19 Send
therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every
man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the
hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 20 He that feared the word of
the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the
houses: 21 And he that regarded not the word of the Lord left his servants and his
cattle in the field. 22 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward
heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and
upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 23 And Moses stretched
forth his rod toward heaven: and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along
upon the ground; and the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 So there was
hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all
the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 And the hail smote throughout all the
land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every
herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where
the children of Israel were, was there no hail. 27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for
Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned this time: the Lord is righteous,
and I and my people are wicked. 28 Intreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be no
more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no
longer. 29 And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread
abroad my hands unto the Lord; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any
more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the Lord's. 30 But as for thee
and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the Lord God. 31 And the flax and the
barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. 32 But the
wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up."

(Gen 45:18). Joseph had placed his sheepherder brothers away from the Egyptians
in Goshen because by their trade they were an abomination to the Egyptians (Gen
46:31-34). In Ex 8:26 Moses reminds Pharaoh of this abomination.
A quick internet search will show you that the elevations in the area of the Nile Delta
that we know as Goshen are 500 feet above sea level down to 0 feet above sea
level. There are plenty of online sources that show this area is still beautifully green
in a sea of brown barren dirt or sand. As Yehovah would have it, this is the same
elevation as the field where we have found Aviv barley for the last two years (2016
and 2017).
The Aviv field is sea level, which is slightly higher than the land around the Jordan
River just a few meters away. Both Goshen and the Aviv field are in fertile river
regions; both areas are sea level and a little higher. Goshen would have been a haven
for growing barley as our field along the Jordan River is.
I do believe that since the Israelites were an unclean abomination to the Egyptians,
the Israelites would have had their own grain fields and would not have eaten from
the Egyptian side. There is also the consideration of the logistics of growing grains
close to their Goshen Community that was out of the common area of the Egyptians.
If however Goshen did not have grain fields, according to the scripture the barley on
the Egypt side was not destroyed. The barley in Egypt was smitten. The root word
in Hebrew (as indicated by periods between the consonants) for smitten is nakah
(.נ.כ. הnakah disable, strike blows) and not destroyed as the trees in verse 25 brake
(.ש.ב. רshabar break up into small pieces; detail small numbers). From this word
study it is impossible to imagine that there was no barley left to harvest in Egypt.
My meager two years with wild barley in Israel has taught me that when the barley
is Aviv it drops its grains from the top of the head first. It’s common to see half
barley heads on standing stalks in the field when the grains are aviv to mature. They
are simply doing what their Creator created them to do. They are falling to the earth
and dying (John 12:24). It is possible that shattered half heads from the barley
plants would have been found in the field; the tops could have been missing and
there could still have been grains on the stalk.
A total destruction of the barley does not fit the Messianic symbol of the Messiah.
His body fell down in death, but that same body got back up after three days.
This year (2017) in our Aviv field we had a situation that the barley had grown very
tall from the added lunar cycle needed to allow the grains to mature and from the
amount of rainfall. They grew so tall the stalks of barley actually laid down in the
fields with the last of the rains and winds. This field is in an area where two valleys
merge so you can imagine there would be a lot of winds coming through from those
two valleys into this field. I mention this to you because even though the barley was
smitten by the winds this year the grains still matured to Aviv and will mature to
karmel kernels.

The Israelites walked out of Egypt with plenty of barley cakes. In fact the bible says
they ‘spoiled Egypt’.
Ex 12:36b-39 “And they spoiled the Egyptians. 37 And the children of Israel journeyed
from Ramses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside
children. 38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even
very much cattle. 39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of
Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.”
I needed to paint this word picture for you because it is important to what I want to
share with you.
Deut 16:3 says “Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat
unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of
the land of Egypt in haste: that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth
out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life.”
Unleavened bread was called the ‘bread of affliction’ in this passage. Affliction has a
root of .ע.נ. הanah respond; make dependent. In modern Hebrew the same root word
forms ‘oneh’; this is a word we use when we can’t ‘oneh’, respond or answer our
cellphone. The specific word in Deut 16:3 is  עניmeaning depression. Isn’t it amazing
that the word for being depressed from affliction is tied to receiving a response? The
richness of Hebrew’s root system is a pleasure to study.
Col 1:18 tells us the Yeshua was The ‘Rosh Habikkurim’. It is the rosh habikkurim
that is ‘ground into flour, mixed with oil an offering made by fire’ in Lev 23:13-14.

This offering was unleavened. When we look at the offering for Shavuot we see that
the offering was leavened. Lev 23:17, “Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave
loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven;
they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.” All of you reading this probably know that
‘leaven’ is sin, that’s why Paul says in 1 Cor 5:6-8 “Your glorying is not good. Know ye
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7 Purge out therefore the old
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with
the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.” And that Jesus was ‘unleavened’ or ‘without sin’ as Paul says in
2 Cor 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.” So we can say with confidence that Yeshua
was the original unleavened bread. But what TYPE of bread represents His
unleavened life?
One of the things I think we lose sight of, in our century, is exactly what food was, in
terms of the language of the bible. Do a quick Internet search of the archeological
evidence in Israel and barley comes up first among the grains of Israel. After barley
come wheat, legumes, vegetables, fruit and fish. Even more infrequently meat,
chicken and eggs.
The truth is, this land is absolutely covered in wild barley. Wild barley grows
wherever it can attach itself. In the cracks of sidewalks, foundations of houses,
flower beds, along almost all of the roads in Israel, in parks, etc. Wheat? Not so
much. Cultivated hybrid wheat is planted in fields. Wild wheat is truly sparse. The
truth is, I’ve yet to find wild wheat outside of Ne’ot Kedumim Park. This year, I have
hopes of finding some, due to the research papers from the University of Haifa I’ve
stumbled across with the locations noted in the text.
But back to the food of the bible: I imagine that barley grains sustained them
through the year and wheat grains were added when they were available. Some
types of fruits are usually available year round, as I say that I admit I’m considering
hybrid fruit in orchards that I see on the land now, so maybe there wasn’t so much
fruit available year round when the bible was written. Wild greens are not available
on the land twelve months out of the year, in fact right now I’m watching as the
abundant greens from early in the year turn brown from lack of rain and hot drying
Israeli winds, by June they are all gone. When it starts it happens very quickly. It’s
understandable living here and watching the seasons that grains would have been a
daily staple, the way rice is a staple to many other cultures.
Most of the time those grains would have been made into some kind of bread. And
most of the time the daily bread would have been made out of barley. The bible has
MUCH to say about bread. I believe it is all by divine design that Israel should live
with grain and bread as a staple since the Torah was designed to teach them about
the ‘Bread of Life’ and the ‘Bread that came down from heaven’ or obedience equals
sustenance.

Two times in Ex 13:3-16, we are told that the Week of Unleavened Bread is a ‘token
upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes’ to remember the strong arm
of Elohim that delivered them. I believe it was also prophetic of the one who would
come as The Barley Rosh HaBikkurim and deliver mankind from bondage. That man
was Yeshua.
Imagine for a moment, their daily work that sustained their life was daily grinding
and baking bread from the wild barley that grows on the land of Israel. One of the
things I learned this year in my kitchen, while I was teaching myself about the
natural barley flour, is this: If you don’t want the moth (and the moth’s eggs and
larva) in flour then you don’t grind the grains before it’s time to make the bread. You
don’t want moths in there; a moth is an unclean animal. For a while there, my
kitchen fluttered with moths every time I opened my kitchen cabinets. It was a good
lesson about ‘daily bread’ in the bible.
Brian introduced me to this strain of barley this year. Maybe it was here on the land
last year and I just wasn’t tuned in enough to notice it. This year, I saw it absolutely
everywhere I turned. I looked for it everywhere I went. It reminds me of Isa 53.

Unleavened barley, the bread of affliction.
April 2
Another hard rain and snow on Mount Hermon. The Mandrake plant is dying back
but the fruit remains.

April 3
SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY
Linen, the word made flesh
In Egypt there were two crops that were smitten and not destroyed: barley and flax.
Both, symbolically and prophetically, represented the Messiah. In fact it is stunning
that the passage in Isa 42:3—“A bruised reed shall he not break (.ש.ב. רshabar break
up into small pieces; detail small numbers), and the smoking flax shall he not quench:
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.”—mentions the same crops listed in Ex
9:25, “And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field,
both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every
tree (.ש.ב. רshabar break up into small pieces; detail small numbers) of the field. When
we compare these two verses together we get a clear picture that the barley and flax
in Egypt were smitten but not destroyed.
The smoking flax shall he not quench. This is such a difficult translation. The Hebrew
for ‘smoking’ in this verse actually has nothing to do with the action of smoke,  עשןis
the word for smoking. Instead, the Hebrew root is .ה.ה. כdim; weaken. It is the same
word we see used to describe Eli in the first book of Samuel when he is losing his
eyesight. In 1 Sam 2:27-36 a man of Yehovah prophesied to Eli about a day when the
priesthood would no longer belong to the house of Aaron. In 1 Sam 3:2 Samuel’s
eyes are dimming. The Hebrew for ‘quench’ .ה.ב. כextinguish. This verse is a
reference to the changing of the priesthood from the Levitical to the Melech-tzdik.
It’s a reference of the Levitical priesthood being imperfect, while the High Priest
Yeshua would not fail in perfection.
Heb 7:11 “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the
people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise

after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 12 For the
priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 13 For
he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave
attendance at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which
tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for
that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made,
not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 17
For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”
In a later part of this witness you will see why I thought to use a Bosworth-Toller
Anglo-Saxon Dictionary. Once I did, this passage demanded a revisit, so here it is in
context of this passage. I want to take you to look at smoking flax in this dictionary’s
pages. Here is our word for smoking. It is kind of difficult to work with because the
spelling style has fallen out of use in our day. You can see it speaks of linen and
smoke. It really doesn’t add to my understanding of this portion of the verse.

This next photo is the word flax in the dictionary. Notice they are mentioning
‘smoking flax that doesn’t extinguish” and Ex 9:31 the bolled flax. They are tying the
two references together.

But we still are not getting a word picture, that is until the online dictionary search
brought up the phrase itself and I believe that this is what the reference was
alluding to. It perfectly fits to the Hebrew for this phrase “The smoking flax shall he
not quench”. I believe this was a common expression.

When we look at this phraseology that is being used we can see the similarity of the
Hebrew words. The flax was dimming or weakening, suffocating or stifling. Even in
the above definition the suffocation did not lead to destruction.
One of the things I notice about the flax bloom is that when the plant is drying or
dying the pink bloom of the flax plant turns blue. So in the ‘weakened and dimming’
state the dying flax bloom turns the color of the Law or the color of covenant. Look
at the photo below; you will see at the base of the bloom the blue color that the
whole bloom will change to when it is dried.

Dying flax turning blue

Ex 12:35 “And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36 And the
LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them
such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.”
Deut 8:4 “Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell,
these forty years.”
Deut 29:5 “I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have not worn
out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet.”
Neh 9:21 “Indeed, forty years You provided for them in the wilderness and they were
not in want; Their clothes did not wear out, nor did their feet swell.”
Three times Yehovah tells us that the clothing the Israelites received from the
Egyptians lasted them for forty years. Linen has an extremely long life; it is a very
strong and long-lasting fiber. When it is wet it increases in strength.
When the twelve tribes left Egypt they would surely have been dressed as the slaves
they were to their Egyptian masters; in Egyptian paintings their minimal clothing
always portrayed slaves. The Israelites would have needed protection from the
strong sun in the wilderness; they had been provided a change of clothes upon
exodus, the clothing of their Egyptian masters. I imagine that if the surrounding
nations had seen the Israelites wandering in their slave clothing they would have
tried to gain the favor of Pharaoh by returning his missing property to him. Slave
clothing may have also prevented the work force of Egypt from wandering away in
the desert.

Suffice it to say the Israelites were dressed in the ‘raiment’ (the style and textiles) of
the Egyptians, during their time in the wilderness.
Linen, which is the spun and woven fiber of the flax plant, has been used for many
thousands of years in Egypt. From birth to death the Egyptians used linen. In death
their bodies were mummified with herbs and linen wrappings. Many of the linen
Egyptian garments that have survived over the centuries show the linen being
embroidered with wool. Yehovah gave a prohibition to the mixing of linen and wool.

Deut 22:11 “Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen
together.” Since He did not want them to mix wool and linen it would be obvious
that He was saying, ‘Don’t do as the Egyptians do’ and ‘Take all of those wool
embroideries out of the garments you received in Egypt”. Lev 13:47-59 gives the
law of the plague of leprosy; this law only mentions two types of garments: woolen
and linen. It really is safe to say that the law given at Sinai reflects the clothing they
had brought with them out of Egypt, the clothing they were wearing.
I discovered a very interesting book on Archive.org about flax and linen production.
The book is called Linen Trade, Ancient and Modern. It was printed in 1867. On page

133 the writer mentions that it was known even at the time of the book’s writing
that
“Linen was frequently in early times for writing on. Even long before the use of
papyrus, Linen books are noticed by Pliny, and Vopiscus, and Livy speaks of such
books being found in the temple of Moneta. Some biblical scholars suppose that the
original of the Pentateuch and of the other books of the Old Testament were written
on rolls of Linen. The question is open to investigation, as the Bible does not say of
what the rolls were composed. Very probably when a roll or book is mentioned it is
to be understood as of Linen, or of the skins of animals. The Sibylline books were
made of Linen, and many mummy cloths have hieroglyphics on them.”
What I just presented is not evidence that the Torah was made of linen. But I do
want to build on this train of thought and talk about linen’s health properties, as we
know them today. Linen is helpful in wound care, especially ulcerated wounds such
as bedsores. Ken and I have been interested in alternative medicine and having
experience with frequency medicine I was pleased to find that linen fabric measures
5,000 frequency signature. The human body has a frequency signature of 115; linen
has the ability to raise the frequency of the body and aid in the body’s ability to
repair itself. Dr. Heide Crawford-Yellen is a Messianic Jew in charge of these studies.
Her findings are that linen aids in pain reduction as well. Linen rapidly absorbs
water and becomes stronger when wet. It also rapidly releases water and dries
quickly. Linen does not accumulate static electricity. It is a hard, long-lasting fiber.
Linen does not cause any allergies. It does not shed lint. It is resistant to fungus and
bacteria. Linen in cool in the summer because it breathes and warm in the winter
when it is layered.
If we compare available material for the purpose of recording The Writing of our
Yah they would be possibly papyrus, animal skins or linen. Of the three, linen has
the most longevity.
Also of consideration is the command for the tzitzit found in Nu 15: 38 “Speak unto
the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their
garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the
borders a ribband of blue: 39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look
upon it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye
seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:
40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your
God.” This was also given when the Israelites had linen or wool at their disposal.
Linen is known to breathe, to keep bodies cool in a hot climate, to reflect the hot
sunrays. Another thing that was not known to me about linen is that organic linen
free from chemical processing only absorbs indigo blue dye.

In Shamir O. 2016. Mixed Wool and Linen Textiles (Sha’atnes in Hebrew) from a
Nabatean Burial Cave at ‘En Tamar, In: J. Patrich, O. Peleg-Barkat and E. Ben-Yoef
(eds.) he stated, “Linen does not absorb dyes, except for blue products of indigo
(Yadin 1963:271; Wild 1970:8; Shamir and Sukenik 2011:216). N. Sukenik recently
conducted an experiment on the dyeing of linen with dyes from different sources
and arrived at the same conclusion (pers. comm.). Consequently, the only way to
decorate linen textiles was with self bands (a group of weft threads in a single shed)
or with another material such as wool, which absorbs dyes very well.” The reference
page including this statement is attached at the end of this report.
Long before I had read this article I held the belief that using an unclean
murex sea snail for the color blue in the desert was a ridiculous idea and I held the
opinion that the Israelites being the slaves of Egypt would have had good skills in
the Egyptian indigo plants. Reading the whole article mentioned above helps explain
why the Romans and Egyptians mixed linen with wool. Wool could be dyed many
colors and used to add designs on top of white or indigo dyed linen. Believe me, in
this hot Israeli summer sun you don’t want to wear a wool garment.
Below is a photo of linen found in Israel that is believed to be from the time of King
Solomon. Note the ‘ribband’ of blue on the kanaph of the garment. Kanaph not only
means wings but also can mean edge or extremity. If you understand a bird’s
anatomy, you know the longest part of his body when measuring only the flesh of
his body is his wings from tip to tip. The wings measure greater from tip to tip than
the distance from his head to the flesh pad of his tailbone. If you know this then you
also understand a bird’s wings (kanaph) are his extremities (kanaph).

The distance is very profound in appearance when you take away the feathers and
the flesh and look at the skeleton.

While wool could be dyed with indigo it would not be the cloth of choice for the
desert. So we are left to see that the fringe and ribband would have been on the
borders of the linen they brought with them when they left Egypt. I don’t have a
problem imagining them deconstructing the edges of the garments and weaving in a
blue ribband and tassels. After all, processing flax to linen fiber, weaving textiles
and dyeing textiles would have been the work of Egyptians slaves such as they were.
So far we have a fairly clear picture how linen with a fringe and a blue ribband
representing the Torah could be a symbol for Messiah, but I add some hard facts to
our data. I think this will make it inescapable for most that the flax that was smitten
represented Yeshua.
Linen production in the Galilee
In the Shamir article, there’s a very short blurb about linen being produced in Bet
She’an and the greater Galilee during the Roman period. The truth is, flax has been
grown in the Galilee since the days of the Hasmonean Dynasty (Google books
for Settlement and History in Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine Galilee, by Uzi
Leibner.)
More specifically there was a large flax-to-linen processing facility at the base of
Mount Arbel. It was very famous, so much so that a spindle for weaving called
the Arbel Spindle was developed there. Water is needed for processing linen; a
spring runs through this valley.

Mount Arbel is divided from Migdal by a valley. Magdala, at the foot of Migdal, is the
town that Mary Magdalene was said to have been from. From Migdal you can easily
see Kefar Nahum (Capernaum) where Yeshua lived for an extended period, it was
the fishing village Peter was from. From Capernaum you can stand on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee and look directly at Mt. Arbel and Migdal. So Yeshua spent most of
his ministry time in a region famous for flax growing and linen processing. During
his ministry in the Galilee, as Passover approached Yeshua walked a land covered
with flax.

This is the flax that covers the Galilee, especially from Tiberius to Tagbha. It is called
Hairy Pink Flax, Linum pubescens. This is the flax that has survived for generations
to bring its witness to us year after year.

Deut 22:12 “Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters (extremities) of
thy vesture wherewith thou coverest thyself.” The command was to wear the
remembrance of the Law, the fringe and the blue stripe, as our outer layer of
clothing.
What a magnificent thing this word was preserved for us exactly as ‘vesture’ at a
very important location in the New Testament. John 19:23: “Then the soldiers, when
they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a

part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top
throughout. 24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots
for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted
my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore
the soldiers did.” The vesture that was not torn or divided was Yeshua’s linen vesture
that carried the fringe and the blue ribband. It represented Him, the Word of Yah
made flesh. Here’s our archeological discovery again.

It’s no coincidence that I am able to find flax in bloom in the same season as when
the barley is aviv. On the same days in 2017 that the barley was aviv, even until it
was karmel, the flax plant was in bloom (bolled) all over my area of the Galilee. This
was the first year the Holy Spirit led me into watching the flax grow, it won’t be the
last year. In Ex 9:31, these two signs of our Messiah—the barley and the flax—were
together and smitten in Egypt and prophesied His coming. They were together the
year He was crucified in spiritual Egypt, that is, Jerusalem, when His physical body
was smitten. They were a symbol of who He came as, The Rosh HaBikkurim
preeminent in all things and the Word of Yah made flesh. Every year they return and
bring witness of Him to us.

SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY
Leviticus 2:14 green ears of corn

APRIL 26
I couldn’t get rid of the sorrow I had for the person who used my photos to say the
barley, or as this person stated ‘green ears of corn’, was aviv. I think the biggest
thing that has divided the Body of the Messiah is the fact that many, many people
have no sense of how food is grown and cared for. Whether it is an animal or plant,

according to the way Yehovah designed things, both require land. The entire bible is
a document written in an agricultural language. Many sincere people try to
understand the bible without a land connection; it is nearly impossible. We are so
far removed from the land that there are plenty of people who don’t even have
lawns that would require them to cut or water grass.
The next challenge is that the King James translation of the bible is written in old
Anglo-Saxon English. Modern English is an evolving language. Modern English
would sound like a foreign language to the original English speaker in
England. Eighth-century or medieval English would certainly sound foreign to
us. Even the spelling of certain words has evolved over time. To my Grandpa
Tate the word ‘color’ was spelled ‘colour’. This was the proper spelling taught to him
during his school days. Grandma and Grandpa Engles never used the word ‘you’;
they always pronounced it ‘ye’, just like in the King James Bible. When they wanted
an opinion the spoken question started with ‘Ye reckon’. Over the years there have
been many words that have fallen from use and others that have taken their
place. Words also come and go in popularity and in slang usage. In the 70s we said
‘far out’, then later it was ‘cool’, after that it was ‘sick’, if I remember right.
One of the things I’ve been hearing in my spirit since the person shared my photos
was that I needed to locate a King James language dictionary. Come to find out this is
also known as an Eighth-Century Latin-Anglo-Saxon Glossary. I did find a few online and it’s brought some very interesting things to light. If we listen to the gentle
voice of the Holy Spirit He will never steer us wrong.
We are going back to Ex 9:31 again: And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the
barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. I’ve heard it said many times that this is
a ‘terrible’ translation and I will admit that until today I leaned toward that belief
myself. But now as I’ve dug deeper I believe it’s just about a perfect description of
what we should be looking for in the field as we search for the barley’s stage of
development. The problem is that the words used here have fallen into disuse.
Some of this will be a review, but it is important to see everything together.
The barley is the first subject in the verse so let’s start with ‘aviv’, which is the
Hebrew word the King James writers interpreted as ‘in the ear’. Starting in the
Strong’s:  איאבH24 from an unused root (meaning to be tender); green, that is a young
ear of grain; hence the month of the Abib or Nisan: – Abib, ear, green ears of corn. I can
hear the wheels turning now as everyone does their best to understand this
definition according to THEIR understanding. But we aren’t going to do that. We are
going to some language experts. The first one is the Etymological Dictionary of
Biblical Hebrew (EDBH); it deals in Hebrew root words. The root word for Aviv is
.א.ב.ב, root words are the consonants by which many words are built. A root is
always indicated with periods after each letter, without the periods, the Hebrew

letters would be read. From the EDBH: .ב.ב.א, greedily absorb nourishment from the
ground 1: ripening; completing development (Ex 9:31, our text), 2: stalk greedily
sucking up nourishment (S of S 6:11) 3: springtime when stalks ripen (Ex 13:4) 4:
ripened stalk (Lv 2:14). Every time this root word is used, it is used to form a word
dealing with agriculture. In Lev 2:14 it is written as ‘green ears of corn’.
Now I want to take you to Eighth-Century Latin-Anglo-Saxon. How precious that this
has been preserved for us. And what a shock when we see what is says to us. EARS:
The breech, the buttock, the hind part.

Green: quite green, young (plant), fresh

According to the Bosworth-Toller Anglo-Saxon Dictionary, Aviv means “the buttock
of a quite green young plant”. I want to show you a photo of that description.

So if this is right let’s see how close they get to the description of the flax being
bolled. ….the flax was bolled. The Hebrew root word for this from the EDBH is .ג.ב. ע:

a cup shaped design. The Bosworth-Toller Anglo Sexon Dictionary says a round
vessel, cup, pot, a measure.

Both the King James English and the Hebrew agree that the flax flower has a gobletshaped calyx. In fact, the flax plant has a bloom with a very deep calyx, the bloom
has a cup-like design.

I personally feel that between the Hebrew and the Eighth-Century Latin-AngloSaxon Glossary we have been given a pretty complete picture of the stage of
development of the barley and the flax in ancient Egypt when Yehovah sent the
plague of hail. And we have a very descriptive word picture of grains (ears) within
the head of the barley plants.
This year (2017) we found both the barley grains to be tender or “green ears of corn”
and the flax to be in bloom in the month of the Aviv which had the Gregorian date
March 29, 2017 just before Wave Sheaf. Now I believe I am fully equipped to defend
my belief that the Aviv barley is the condition of the grain and not the condition of
the plant.

SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY
The Seed of Abraham, an Ancient grain of Barley
April 27
I’ve had a picture floating around in my heads for a couple of weeks now, so I want
to put it down in words and photos. I’m going to show you the root word of ‘seed’ in
Hebrew and how this word applies to mankind and the male species. It seemed a
little disjointed when I first started studying this root word, but it did make a
beautiful word picture in the end.
Gen 3:15 ” And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

Gen 4:24 “And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name
Seth: For Elohim, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom
Cain slew.“
Gen 9:8 ” And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you and with your seed
after you;”
Very early on we are given the illustration that a seed represents offspring or
children and by extension it can represent mankind. We are also shown that women
have seed and men have seed.
H2233 זרע, zera is the Hebrew word for seed in Strong’s, which says From
H2232; seed, figuratively fruit, plant, sowing time, posterity:-X carnally, child, fruitful,
seed (-time), sowing-time. Both Lev 22:13 and 1Sam 1:11 use the word English word
child in place of זרע.
The Etymological Dictionary of Biblical Hebrew (EDBH) provides the following
meanings for the Hebrew root word .ז.ר. עcast from a distance 1: spreading seed (Gn
1:11) 2: conceiving (Lv 12:2) 3: arm; limb that sets hand in motion (Gn 49:24) 4: seed
of legume (Dn 1:16). In the third word that was built from our root word .ז.ר. עwe can
see that the word for arm was formed. Gen 49:24 But his bow abode in strength, and
the arms  זרועהof his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob,
(from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)
Ex 6:6 ” Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am Yehovah, and I will bring you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage,
and I will redeem you with an stretched out arm, and with great judgments.
Already I am seeing a word picture of the ‘seed’ or the offspring of Yehovah that was
to come. Yes, there was a show of strength of the arm of Yehovah in Egypt when the
plagues fell on the land. And arm is also a show of power, force, ability and might.
But the prophetic shadow picture I want to look at is the ‘seed’ of the Son of Man
who was to come from the Father and by whom the Father would reconcile and
redeem men.
Isa 40:9 “O Zion, that brings good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain, O
Jerusalem, that brings good tidings, lift up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your Elohim. 10 Behold Adonai Yehovah will come with strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him, and his work before him. 11 He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd: he shall gather the ranks with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and
shall gently lead those that are young.”

John 12:36 “While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of
light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 37 But
though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38
That the saying of Easias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, ‘Lord, who
hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?’”.
Arm and seed are from the same Hebrew root word.
John 7:42 “Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and
out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was born?”
Rom 4:13 “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to
Abraham, or to his seed through the law (Gal 4), but through the righteousness of
faith.”
Gal 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He said not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”
Heb 2:15 “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels but he took on him
the seed of Abraham.”
Now I’m moving on to the subject of barley.
2 Ti 2:8 “Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel.”
John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn (G2848 kernel of a seed)
of wheat (G4621 Of uncertain derivation; grain, especially wheat) fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”
Previously I thought that this passage was better translated as a ‘grain of barley’,
because as we know Yeshua was the head of the first fruits from the dead (Col 1:18),
represented in the first available Wave Sheaf on the land, which is commanded to be
taken from the barley harvest. However, as I’ve come to understand the scriptures
better concerning the feasts I believe that ‘wheat‘ is the intended term for this
passage. It’s wheat that is the new lump (1 Cor 5:7-8), that represents being filled
with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2). The body that was, the old man, represented in the
barley, has become a new creation (2 Cor 5:17) of wheat with an earnest deposit
(Eph 1:14) of the quickening power that raised Messiah from the dead (Rom
8:11). That earnest we carry within our new creation tells us when we lay aside our
Sukkah (2 Pet 2:14) we will take on immortality because the seed of Messiah (now
wheat) remains in us (1 Jn 3:9). It’s a picture of the Bride of Christ.

Wheat is correct because the Messiah would have been saying something that the
people were familiar with. He was referring to the seed of a man, or in this case men
who died in FAITH AND OBEDIENCE who will make up part of His Bride. Hebrews
11 gives us a list of men (and women) who are all written about in the Old
Testament who were filled with the Holy Spirit and had the deeper understanding of
the Law into which only Holy Spirit can lead men (1 Cor 2:10). John 8:56, “Your
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.”
1 Cor 15:35 “But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body
do they come? 36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 37
And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it
may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 38 But God giveth it a body as it hath
pleased him, and to every seed his own body.”
1 Cor 15:52 “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.”
When that earnest that has been deposited in these earthen vessels is presented for
redemption, then what was corruptible will become immortal. HalleluYah!
Nonetheless the principle of seed dying and yielding fruit after its own kind (Gen
1:11) is at play in John 12:24. If the Son of Man(kind) is represented in the Feast of
the month of the Aviv, then unleavened barley is His mankind or Son of Man symbol
(seed). And so it would be the seed that was of Abraham, and the seed that was of
David, and the seed that was of Noah, and the seed that was of the first Adam. A
barley seed. What I am going to show you next are three photos. I think of them as
teaching example for our generation. For sure the patriarchs would not have had
one of these visual examples to observe.

A group of single barley grains

Human sperm

The front and back of single barley grains. The similarities to human sperm are
striking.
I believe we are looking a stunning spiritual symbol for the ‘seed  זרעof man(kind)’,
the Son of Man, who is Yeshua. The Seed who came through the men: Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David. Who came as the strong-arm  זרועהof Yehovah, the
Son of God, the seed of God, to bring reconciliation to the earth.

May 20
ANOTHER day of heavy rains.
May 23
The ants are still teaching me. They are still proving that we are in the barley
harvest by the food they are storing. Another witness from them.
Prov 6:6 Go the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 7 Which having no
guide, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth her meat ( לחםle-chem bread or grain) in the
summer ( קיץkah-yits H6972 harvest), and gathereth her food ( מאצלmah’ak awl
H3978 eatable) in the harvest ( קצירkaw-tseer from the root word .ק.צ. ;רsevered,
harvest)
Prov 30:25 The ants are a people not strong, yet they are prepare their meat ( לחםlechem bread or grain) in the summer ( קיץkah-yits H6972 harvest).

Something ate our mandrake fruit this year. There are two holes on either side of
the fruit.
May 25
I’m struggling to find emmer, the wild wheat. Emmer looks nothing like domestic
wheat. It’s here on the land. I’ve read about the locations where the University of
Haifa has gone to collect samples. I’ve been to one of those locations and found
nothing. It’s so hard to find.
May 30
The wild wheat hunt is coming to an end. I’ve walked so many hills, valleys and
ridges but have not been able to locate any. I’m starting to think I should have
started earlier. My idea was to wait until the barley was finished dropping so it
would be easier to see. Emmer is black. I thought surely it would stand out against
the white stalks of the barley and oats. Here are a couple of stock photos from Israel
showing why I thought waiting would make it easier to locate.

May 31
Still no wheat! But you never want to bump into one of these landmine signs in the
field in which you are hunting. It should have been on the fence and not the ground.

Jun 1
No emmer. There will not be emmer photos in my reports this year. I have walked
so many days, hills, valleys and ridges. I’ll try again next year.
Jun 2
There’s a huge domestic wheat field by my village with a pretty good-sized knoll out
in the middle of it. When Brian was here, one of his valuable lessons concerned
knolls. He said if you can find barley on a knoll in the wheat field it would tell you
what the wheat field would look like if it were all in wild barley instead of wheat.
Well, remembering that got me thinking about the knoll in the wheat field next door.
I actually had already driven over to the field and checked on what I thought was
that location. The field is about a half mile long with a slight incline so what I had
checked from my location behind the field was not the area I could see on the other
side from the main road.
Today I drove up to the grocery store to grab a few items before Friday night sunset
and then Shavuot on Saturday night. When I was driving to the store I looked over to
the knoll and thought, “Hey, wait a minute! That location I checked on didn’t have
that fence around it.” I decided if I got everything finished for the weekend and had
strength left, I’d try to find that fenced location. I’m still thinking about emmer.

When I located the knoll I found unattended domestic wheat. It was against the side
and edges of the knoll where the tractor and combine harvester could not reach.
The rest of the huge field had been cut before Wave Sheaf in the Week of
Unleavened Bread for silage. These areas of unattended wheat had been left against
the knoll because they were out of reach of the equipment. The truth is if the
equipment couldn’t reach the area, it couldn’t have sowed the wheat there either. It
probably migrated to this location over time thanks to ants, wild animals, etc.
Right there on the last day, three or four hours before sunset, right outside my door
was unattended domestic wheat that had returned to its natural cycle. I only had
one camera charged and it was an older camera that takes grainy photos.
Nonetheless, we have photos!! All of the heads were 100 percent karmel as I would
have expected them to be, due to the late start on the year.

This year the season is finished. All that is left to die on the land are the thistles,
burs, and stickers. I’ve tried to share my time here with you in a way that you feel
you have been a part of the process when I’ve finished the telling of it. Words alone
are not enough in a time when I can also photo-document the journey.

I want you to know, dear reader, that everything I have written in the report as a
SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY started with a whisper in my spirit. For
example: I had already had the thought rolling around inside of my being, well
before the land had begun to green, that “This year I need to try to find wild flax and
see if it is blooming when the barley is aviv.” Actually, I even told my husband and
my daughter, “I know this year I’ll be given the sign of the flax with the aviv barley.”
During my time with Brian and Linda, he too had mentioned that the flax sometimes
grows in the barley. I might not have given the wild flax the focus that I needed to,
without the second nudge from Brian. When the thought was planted I did not yet
know that it grew so plentifully here or that linen was manufactured right here in
the Galilee. The same thing happened with the idea of looking for a ‘King James
Dictionary’. These are whispers that return over and over to me and I know I must

follow them. I’m not particularly bright to think of these things myself, but it is the
Holy Spirit who leads us into the deeper things of Yehovah. He plants thoughts and
ideas in me. He taps me on the shoulder and says, ‘Look over there, those ants are
gathering grains’. My job is to listen, to record, to research and to share with you.
1 Cor 2:10-11 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
I’ve cleaned the end of my table off, and packed my things away for the season. It is
always a little sad. I love this land and walking it wherever I can. But Yehovah
willing, there is next year to look forward to. When the anemones show off their red
faces, lambs are born, the storks gather, the doves call, the grapes bloom and all of
those signs that we have been given show themselves and give their witness of seed
time and harvest.
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Fig. 2. The interior of the burial cave before and after opening the graves, looking south (Hirschfeld 2006:182).

The textiles, some of them decorated with bands, do
not display any stitching or signs of reuse and were in
primary use as shrouds, another indication of the high
economic status of the deceased.
The ‘En Tamar Textiles

Fig. 3. Textiles before cleaning. Courtesy of the Israel
Antiquities Authority; photograph by Clara Amit (Shamir
2006:191).

also the case at Kh. Qazone (Politis 1998; 1999; Shanks
1999; see also below) and Hegra (Bouchaud et al. 2015;
see also below).

Around 200 plain-weave linen textile fragments were
found (Fig. 3). They were used as shrouds. Among them
is a small group of four linen textiles decorated with
very thin red bands of wool (Figs. 4–5; Shamir 2003:37;
2006a). The combination of linen and wool, sha‘atnez
in Hebrew, is the main topic of this paper. The red dye
was probably obtained from the madder plant (Rubia
tinctoria), which was in common use in Israel until the
nineteenth century and is still used today, for example, in
Turkey (pers. obs.).
Linen does not absorb dyes, except for blue products
of indigo (Yadin 1963:271; Wild 1970:8; Shamir and
Sukenik 2011:216). N. Sukenik recently conducted
an experiment on the dyeing of linen with dyes from
different sources and arrived at the same conclusion
(pers. comm.). Consequently, the only way to decorate
linen textiles was with self bands (a group of weft threads
in a single shed) or with another material such as wool,
which absorbs dyes very well.
The threads are S-spun (spun to the left; Fig. 6), a
technique typical of Israel and Egypt for millennia. The
number of threads is usually 16 threads per centimeter in
both the warp and the weft (balanced plain weave; Fig.
7). Plain weave was still the commonest weave in the
Near East during the Roman period. The textiles from

