
 

 

The Alabama PTA is the strongest statewide organization working exclusively on behalf of children and youth. Founded in 1911, Alabama PTA's primary objective is to 
strengthen the family unit through parent involvement.  The overall purpose of PTA is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and 
communities to advocate for all children.  Find out more about the PTA at www.alabamapta.org.   Contact the Alabama PTA office at 800-328-1897 or by 
alabamapta@yahoo.com.  Physical Address: 407 S. Union Street, Montgomery, AL 36104 

    

ALABAMA PTA ISSUES AND CONALABAMA PTA ISSUES AND CONALABAMA PTA ISSUES AND CONALABAMA PTA ISSUES AND CONCERNSCERNSCERNSCERNS    

 

• ALABAMA COLLEGE AND CAREER READY STANDARDS 

Alabama PTA strongly supports these standards.  We believe 
these are rigorous academic standards which are allowing for 
great progress in the education of Alabama’s children.   
  
Alabama PTA strongly opposes any legislation that attempts to 
repeal the standards. We are convinced that with these 
standards, Alabama is on the right track and to ensure ALL our 
children graduate with real life skills needed for success in 
college and career.  
 

• EXPAND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION TO ENSURE 
THAT ALL FAMILIES HAVE ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY, 
VOLUNTARY PRE-K 
 

Support Governor Bentley’s pledge to increase funding for 

Alabama’s First Class Program by an additional $13.2 million 

bringing total FY 15 funding to $51.7 million.  

The funding will continue to support Alabama’s nationally 

recognized First Class Pre-K program which has successfully 

helped close education achievement gap by an average of 25 

percent. Currently the program only reaches about 12% percent 

of the state’s four-year olds.   

• ADDRESS CURRENT K-12 ISSUES BEFORE TAKING ON 

NEW CHALLENGES  

While Alabama PTA encourages new initiatives, these initiatives 

should be reviewed with caution and designed not to cause any 

harm to an already financially strapped education system.  

� Charter Schools 

As an affiliate of the National PTA, Alabama PTA supports 
public school choice and acknowledges public charter schools as 
one of many avenues to improving student achievement. 
However, Alabama PTA legislation or policy regarding public 
charter schools, must meet the following conditions as outlined 
by the National PTA: 

 
Public Charter Schools must: 

 
� Be open to all students and free of both tuition charges 

and fees that exceed state or federal laws; 
� Be supported by specifically allocated public funds in 

amounts that do not exceed and do not divert funding 
from non-charter public schools; 

� Be legally organized as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
not affiliated with non-public sectarian, religious, or 
home-based school organizations; 

� Adhere to all federal and state laws that protect the health 
and safety of children, prohibit discrimination, ensure 
access for all children, and comply with the Freedom of 
Information and Open Meetings Act; 

� Comply with federal and state laws governing public 
schools that require fiscal transparency, responsibility 
and accountability; 

� Provide all education stakeholders, including parents, with 
absolute transparency concerning both non-public 
funding sources and any external organization(s) with 
which the charter school enters into fee-for-service 
contract(s); 

� Ensure that professional staff is certified for 
the position(s) they hold; 

� Work collaboratively with parents to ensure meaningful 
family engagement in student learning and school success, 
including the presence of at least one parent on 
the charter school board; and 

� Adhere to mechanism(s) for periodic, independent data 
collection and evaluation to determine alignment with 
provisions of the stated charter and ability to meet or exceed 
expectations required of non-charter public schools. 

 

 

� Accountability Act 

Alabama PTA opposes any private school choice proposal 

and/or voucher system that diverts public funds to private or 

sectarian schools. Therefore, because the current Alabama 

Accountability Act allows for such diversion of funds, Alabama 

PTA strongly opposes this legislation. 

 


