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Superintendent Mary Kamerzell shared the following 
student and staff achievements. 
 
Flinn Scholar 
Senior Nik Gruber has been named a 2020 Flinn 
Scholar. He plans to study engineering at the University 
of Arizona. The Flinn Scholarship is a merit-based 
scholarship awarded annually to 20 Arizona high school 
seniors. It provides four years of study at an Arizona 
public university, study abroad, a funded internship, 
personal mentorship by faculty and alumni scholars, and 
other benefits. 
 
Middle School Orchestras 
All four of our middle school orchestras, representing 
both Esperero and Orange Grove, earned an Excellent 
rating or higher at the Arizona Music Education 
Association's all-state competition. Esperero - 
Concertino orchestra - Excellent; Esperero - Camerata 
orchestra - Superior. Their teacher/director is Ryan 
Watson. Orange Grove - Concertino orchestra - 
Excellent; and Orange Grove Camerata orchestra - 
Superior. Their teacher/director is Terry Alexander. 
 
National Geographic Educator Certification 
Kathleen Bowman, Manzanita 5th grade teacher, has 
successfully completed the National Geographic 
Educator Certification program. According to National 
Geographic, their certified educators "are committed to 
teaching their students about the world and how it 
works, empowering them to succeed and to make it a 
better place. 
 
Virtual Signing Day 
Six CFHS senior athletes signed their National Letters 
of Intent last month in a virtual signing ceremony hosted 
by Principal Jody Brase. Both family and friends were 
able to participate remotely. The athlete, their sport, and 
college are: Dania Ben-Shabat, Soccer: Menlo; Charlie 
Curtis, Golf: Roosevelt; Selma Fereres, Tennis: Loyola 
New Orleans; Chase Goorman, Baseball: Pamona-
Pitzer; Hayden Moser, Basketball: Pomona-Pitzer; and 
Christian Rodriguez, Baseball: Cochise. 

 
 
 
 
 
Speech and Debate 
Two CFHS Speech and Debate team members are 
among the 77 Arizona competitors for the National 
Speech & Debate Association championship 
("Nationals"), which will be held online this year. Junior 
Josh Tint is selected as the first qualifier in the even Big 
Questions. Senior Husuf Rahman is named a second 
alternate for Congressional Debate. The competition 
takes place June 14-20. Their teacher coach is Angela 
Hill. 
 
Art Awards 
Maria Cazzato, CFHS sophomore, was a gold key 
recipient winner for the Scholastic Art and Writing 
awards for 2020. Maria was invited to New York City's 
Carnegie Hall this summer to receive her award but will 
now be held virtually on June 4. Her artwork is also due 
to tour the country this year with other Scholastic 
winners. 
 
Ava Sheppard, CFHS junior, won Best Drawing for her 
artwork 'Serenity" at the Joel D. Valdez Main Library in 
Tucson. Their teacher is Zoe Reinhardt.  
 
Community Schools' Staff Recognition 
The Arizona Community Education Association named 
Travis Kolter, CFSD Director of Community Schools, its 
Community Educator of the Year. Sherri Wirth, CFSD 
CARE and K+ Office Coordinator, received the Office 
Staff of the Year award.   
 
Junior Achievement 
Jonathan Martinez, CFHS Sophomore, was named this 
year's "18 under 18" in Junior Achievement. Junior 
Achievement selects 18 youth under 18 years of age 
each year, who have made a difference in their 
community. Jonathan is an accomplished chess player, 
ranked nationally in his age group. He created the Pawn 
Initiative to encourage more people to play chess. He 
began teaching chess at the Boys and Girls Clubs in 
Tucson and at St. Luke's Home for seniors. His coach is 
Robby Adamson. 
 
Scholar Athletic Award 
Bryn Callie, CFHS senior, was selected as a finalist for 
the AIA Scholar Activity/Scholar Athletic Award. She will 
be honored at the AIA Champions virtual event which 
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will be live-streamed on AZPreps365.com on Saturday, 
May 16, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
CFSD Poetry Contest 
The following students were First Place and Honorable 
Mention award winners in the 2020 CFSD poetry 
contest: Kindergarten - Aria Hafner, "Raindrops", and 
Mia McNulty, "Sand." 1st Grade - Reagan Ogden, 
"Winter Poem", and Camilla Alfaro, "How to Be a 
Rainbow." 2nd Grade - Suly Cohn, "Blue Is the Sky", 
and Henry Swartz, "How to Be a Cactus."  3rd Grade - 
Julie Moreno, "Rainbow Rain", and Amelia Holmes, 
"Fox's Prey." 4th Grade - Zara Montevaldo-Wood, "Past 
of Sorrow", and Stella Ausland, "A Whisper." 5th 
Grade - Autumn Allred, "Rain Drop", and Danae Borbon, 
"I am Hope." 6th Grade - Taryn Shah, "Not Christmas 
Socks", and Arianna DuPont, "Magic on the Roof." 7th 
Grade - Sabina Coan, "Dreams", and Zachary Newman, 
"The Crew's Demise." 8th Grade - Jordan Andrews, 
"The Sound", and Jordan Andrews, "The Veil." 9th 
Grade - Jonah Demetriou, "Get a Dog" (1st place). 10th 
Grade - Maggie Hollingsworth, "Butterflies", and Cole 
Yaskanich, "That Place in My Mind." 11th Grade - 
Daniel Harwin, "Beating Heart of a Nation", and Sarah 
Nielsen, "Doubt of a Flower." 12th Grade - Katya 
Cohen, "I Am Not Privy to What Came Before", and Bryn 
Callie, "My Character in 789 Characters." 
 
Teacher Excellence Award 
Amanda "Mandy" Campbell, CV 2nd grade teacher, was 
honored with the Teacher Excellence Award for May, 
sponsored by Tucson Values Teachers. Mandy was 
nominated by her students who submitted a video about 
her. The award was presented to Mandy during one of 
her virtual class sessions on May 6 during Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 
 
Correction:  Caris Wiegand, Canyon View 2nd grader, 
won 'Best Female Project - 2nd Grade' at the Southern 
Arizona Research, Science and Engineering 
Foundation (SARSEF) Fair in March. Her award was 
incorrectly noted as a 2nd place award in last 
month's The Boarder. 
 
Approval of Revisions to K-12 Counseling 
Standards (second reading) 
Dr. Kamerzell presented the second reading of the 
revisions to the K-12 standards for school counseling. 
She provided information about Arizona School 
Counselor Association’s (ASCA) release of the school 
counseling model which includes the “ASCA Mindsets & 
Behaviors for Student Success: K-12 College and 
Career-Readiness Standards for Every Student” that 
replace the earlier ASCA standards approved by the 
CFSD Governing Board in January 2019. There were no 
recommended changes to the revisions since the first 
reading on April 12, and the board approved them, as 
presented. 

 
Fiscal Year 2021 Maintenance and Operations 
Budget 
Dr. Kamerzell gave an update on the Fiscal Year 2021 
straw budget. She reported that there were very minor 
changes to the revenue and expenditure documents 
since the last board meeting, related to the district’s 
Average Daily Membership (enrollment) and a 
professional learning online module subscription. 
 
2020 Arizona Legislative / Governmental Activity 
Board members talked about the possibility of the 
Arizona Legislature reconvening to discuss the State’s 
budget for FY 2021 and perhaps address pending bills. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 
The governing board approved the following consent 
agenda items. 
• April 28, 2020, regular governing board meeting 

minutes 
• Expense voucher memorandum 
• Fundraising request memorandum 
• Personnel memorandum 
• Easement and parking agreements between 

Catalina Foothills Unified School District and the 
Junior League of Tucson, Inc. memorandum 

• Community use of school facilities memorandum 
• Student activities treasurer and assistant student 

activities treasurers for fiscal year 2020-2021 
memorandum 

• Authorization for district representative for 
emergency procurements and bid protests for 
fiscal year 2020-2021 memorandum 

• Delegate Authority for issuance of duplicate 
warrants for fiscal. Year 2020-2021 memorandum 

• Authorization for district representative for RFP 
procurement for fiscal year 2020-2021 
memorandum 

• Authorized check signers for district bank accounts 
for fiscal year 2020-2021 memorandum 

• Authorization for use of governing board signature 
stamps for fiscal year 2020-2021 memorandum 

• Administrative contracts for fiscal year 2020-2021 
memorandum 

 
Upcoming Board Meeting 
The next regularly scheduled governing board meeting 
is Tuesday, May 26, 2020, 6:30 p.m., at the 
Professional Learning Center at Valley View Early 
Learning Center.  Note: The meeting will begin at 4:00 
p.m. with an executive session for the performance 
review of the superintendent. 
 
• Consideration of Standards for 8th Grade Chinese 

Mandarin Course, Bridging Cultures (first reading) 
• Consideration of K-12 Science Standards and 

Bioscience Pathway Standards (first reading) 
• FY21 M & O Budget Discussion 
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Please welcome new CFSD staff members: 
 
Elizabeth Barlow, Special Education Teacher, CFHS 
Emily Flower, Special Education Teacher, CFHS 
Diana Kelley, Special Education Resource Teacher,  
    OGMS 
Debra Smith, Kindergarten Teacher, CV 

 

CFSD 


