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Funding Council: Call for Council Members 
 

The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) engages 

in work that advances evidence-based practices, supports families, and enhances the optimal 

development of young children (0-8) who have or are at risk for developmental delays and 

disabilities. Under the leadership of the Executive Office representing the Executive Board, the 

DEC councils, committees, and commissions are the primary entities engaging in this work. 

These groups are officially recognized entities comprised of DEC members. DEC members are 

diverse in their roles and expertise and include, for example, early interventionists, early 

childhood special education teachers, early childhood teachers, administrators, researchers, 

higher education faculty, policy makers, and parent advocates. Thus, this important work is 

completed by unpaid volunteers who are specially appointed as experts. Given the critical 

nature of that work and DEC’s mission, the DEC EB and EO have been identifying strategies for 

supporting, sustaining, and perhaps scaling up the work of the organization. A primary 

mechanism for doing so is identifying and seeking additional funding sources. Further, an 

untapped source of funding for DEC could come from soliciting private foundations for support. 

Private foundations have long funded work related to improving the lives of our most vulnerable 

populations including young children with disabilities. For example, one potential area to utilize 

additional funding could be to help broaden the scope and reach of the current work being 

completed by the DEC Recommended Practices Evidence Synthesis Group to create 

comprehensive, systematic reviews of the best-available evidence for the DEC Recommended 

Practices. Given the ongoing nature of this work, additional funding would ensure that the 

practices are kept up-to-date and that they reflect current research in the field.  

 

An additional focus of this council would be to grow the donor base for DEC. For example, 

members of the group would advise and assist the EO in development of major donor 

programs, online fundraising, donor database management, development of the “ask”, and 

compelling campaigns highlighting the utility of the organization’s work in its service to the field 

and response to the needs of the field/young children with disabilities as a whole.  

 

To appropriately and adequately approach, and ultimately achieve success in this particular 

area of development within DEC, the Executive Office proposes establishing a Funding and 

Development Council. The primary charge of the Funding and Development Council will be to 

determine funding needs within DEC, identify potential sources of funding, prepare competitive 

proposals, and advise/make recommendations on the allocation of successfully secured 

funding. Funding allocation will always be at the discretion of the DEC Executive Office.  

 

The Council is chaired by Erin Barton. The Council is opening application for 5 additional 

members. Open positions include 1 member to serve as co-chair and 4 members to serve in 
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MAL positions. The Council seeks members with experience in grant writing, foundation work, 

fundraising, or related topics. Council members will work closely with the Executive Director, 

Associate Director, and Council Chair on DEC fiscal priorities and initiatives.  

 

Commitment is estimated at 10 hours per month with variance dependent on project. Each term 

will be for two- year with the exception of the Co-Chair which will be a 3-year term. Members 

may reapply after two years.  

 

If you are interested in serving on the Council please submit your vita and a letter of interest 

highlighting your experience in grant writing, foundation work, fundraising, or a related topic.  

 

Your application is due by September 15, 2017. Selection will be made by September 30.  


