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If Death Occurs in the Hospital: 
1. Contact the Elmwood Meunier Funeral Home and inform them of your desire to 

have them handle the burial process. Let them know the deceased person is a 
Muslim. Follow the instructions given by the funeral home. They are familiar with 
our funeral and burial procedures. 

Elmwood Meunier Funeral Home 
97 Elwood Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401 
Contact:  Mr. James Meunier (802) 864-5682 

 

The funeral home will 
 transport the body from the hospital to their facility. 
 provide accommodations for preparation of the body (Ghusl). 
 transport the body to the masjid (ISVT) for Salat-ul-Janazah prayer and to the 

cemetery.  
 contact the cemetery officials for preparation of the grave. ISVT Islamic Burial 

Site is located at:  Lakeview Cemetery, 455 North Avenue, Burlington, VT 
05401.  Phone 802-863-2075. 

2. Inform the hospital official of the name of the funeral home (Elmwood Meunier 
Funeral Home) you authorized to handle the body.  The hospital will release the 
body to the funeral home after the death certificate is signed. 

3. Contact the Islamic Society of Vermont (655-6711) to make the arrangements for 
the person(s) who will  
 assist in the washing and wrapping of the body (Ghusl). The following items will 

be provided by ISVT: Kafan material, non-alcoholic perfumers (attar), soap, 
gloves and wash-cloths. 

 perform the Salat-ul-Janazah prayer.  
In addition, obtain the required authorization approval forms for burial at Lakeview 
Cemetery and the grave marker. 

 

If Death Occurs at Home or Due to an Accident: 
1. Notify the nearest police department. 
2. Contact the Elmwood Meunier Funeral Home and follow the instructions above. 

 

Rules for the Grave Marker: 
The grave marker is required to be installed by Lakeview Cemetery and must be 
approved and in compliance with ISVT guidelines.  Below are ISVT requirements and the 
name of the company to use for purchasing the grave marker: 

Pepin Memorials 

28 Goodsell Pt, Colchester, VT 05446 

Contact:  Pepin (802) 878-5748 
 

Headstone Type:  Hickey Marker 
Dimensions:  10" x 20" x 4" 
Material: Gray Color Granite 
Content:  Line 1: Name & Line 2: Date of Birth - Date of Death 

Who to Contact: 
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Summary 

All praise is due to Allah All-Mighty, the Ever-Living Who said: "Every 
soul shall taste death." And may His peace and blessings be upon His 
servant and final Messenger, our beloved Prophet Muhammad who 
himself tasted death. The one who said: "Always remember the 
destroyer of pleasures - Death."  
 

The topic between your hands is a very important one, given that 
most certainly every human being will taste death, just as the 
prophets, kings, rich, poor, young, old, and nations of the past 
experienced.  
 

By the grace of Allah (SWT), Islam has provided a complete set of 
instructions for the dying individual, for those who are present at the 
time of death, and for those responsible for burying the deceased. 
These regulations and exhortations should be common knowledge 
among Muslims, since death often occurs when it is least expected. 
This brochure attempts to provide you with a concise compilation of 
rules and regulations regarding funeral rites in accordance with 
authentic Islamic teachings. 
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Burial 
When placing the deceased inside the grave we should say the Do’aa: 
”Bismillah Wa’ala Millat rasolullah” or: “In the name of Allah and are 
according to the Sunnah of Rasulullah (PBUH).”  
 

The deceased should be placed on his or her right side facing the direction 
of the Qibla. The prophet (PBUH) said: “(Mecca) is your qibla when you are 
alive and after you die.” The deceased should be placed directly inside the 
concrete vault as required by the City of Burlington. There is no need for a 
casket or wooden box within the grave.   
  

Visiting Gravesites 
The visiting of graves is recommended for the purpose of getting 
admonishment and remembering the hereafter. The Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said, "I forbade you from visiting graves, but now you may visit 
them, for in visiting them there is a reminder of the hereafter."  
 

It is totally forbidden to associate the visit with anything that would anger 
Allah (SWT), such as supplicating to the dead, invoking their assistance, 
wailing, or other types of shirk and sinful actions. Different opinions exist 
amongst Muslim scholars concerning the permissibility of women visiting 
graves. The soundest opinion, and Allah (SWT) knows best, is that women 
are NOT allowed to visit the graves. (Fatwa of sheikh Ibn Baz). The 
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Allah curses the women who frequently 
visit the graves.”  
 

In the grave yard, the only thing permissible is making supplications (Doa’a) 
for the deceased and asking Allah (SWT) to forgive him or her. It is 
absolutely forbidden to recite any surahs of the Quran or to perform any 
kind of prayer by a grave. 
 

The headstone on the grave MUST NOT be higher than a span of a hand of 
an average adult. It also should be plain. The prophet (PBUH) prohibited any 
kind of drawings, crescents, writings, flowers, or adornments over the 
grave, etc. 
 

The only thing that will actually help the deceased is the Sadaqa and Doa’a. 
The prophet (PBUH) said, ”When the son of Adam dies, his deeds will be 
discontinued except three things: (1) Continuous charity, (2) Knowledge 
which benefit others after him, and (3) A righteous son or daughter who 
makes Doa’a for him.” Therefore, the family of the deceased should 
continuously give sadaqa on his or her behalf and continuously make Doa’a 
for him or her. 
 
Allah (SWT) knows best.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What to do for a dying and dead person 
Gently, but firmly, advise and prompt the dying person to say the 
Shahaadah - the declaration, Laa ilaaha illa-Allah, which means there is 
no true god except Allah. This prompting in Arabic is known as Talqeen. 
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Prompt your dying ones to say 'Laa 
ilaaha illa-Allah.' Whoever’s last words at the time of death was Laa 
ilaaha illa-Allah will enter paradise.”  
 

1. It is recommended to supplicate and say good words aloud in the 
presence the one who is dying. These positive words make the 
process of dying easier and recovery from illness more bearable. The 
Prophet (PBUH) said, "If you are in the presence of a sick or dying 
person, you should say good things, for verily the Angels say 'Amen' 
to whatever you say."  

2. Reciting Surah Yasin in the presence of the dying person is also 
recommended. However, after the person dies, it is NOT permissible 
to recite Quran over him for it contradicts the Sunnah of the 
prophet (PBUH). 

3. After a person's soul leaves the body, a person from amongst those 
who are present should close the eyes of the dead person if they 
were open at the time of death. The Prophet (PBUH) said: "When 
the soul is taken, the eyesight follows it." Also, the face and the 
entire body of the deceased should be covered. 

4. The relatives of the deceased must hasten in paying back any debts 
from whatever wealth he or she has left behind, even if it means 
that all of their wealth will be exhausted. Jabir ibn 'Abdullah 
reported that after a man once died, he was washed, shrouded, 
embalmed, and placed where the funerals are usually placed for the 
prayer. The Prophet (PBUH) was invited to perform the funeral 
prayer. He came in, took a few steps, stopped and asked, "Perhaps 
your friend owes some debt?" He was told, "Yes, two dinars." So he 
moved back and said, "You pray for your friend." Abu Qatadah (r.a) 
said, "O Messenger of Allah, I will take care of the two dinars."… 
Then The Prophet (PBUH) prayed the funeral prayer for him.  

 

The Kafan - Shroud 
After washing the body, the next procedure is the obligatory act of 
shrouding the entire body. The Prophet (PBUH) was shrouded in three 
white sheets. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Wear white clothes, 
for verily it is among the best of your garments, and shroud your dead in 
it also."  
 

It is not permissible to be extravagant in shrouding the dead. The sheets 
should be of ordinary cloth, and the number of sheets should not 
exceed three. It is recommended that the shroud be perfumed with non-
alcoholic incense.  
 

The Funeral Prayer (Salat-ul-Janazah) 
The performance of the funeral prayer over a Muslim is a communal 
obligation. If someone is buried without it being performed, the whole 
community incurs a sin for not having fulfilled this obligation.  
 

The reward and benefits for offering the funeral prayer is very great for 
both the deceased and the one who performs it. Allah's Messenger 
(PBUH) said, "Whoever follows a funeral procession and offers the prayer 
for the deceased, will gain one “Qeeraat” of reward. And whoever 
follows it and remains with it until the body is buried, will get two 
“Qeeraats” of reward, the least of which is equal in weight to Mount 
Uhud." And he (PBUH) also said: "Whenever a Muslim man dies, and 
forty men pray over his janaazah, none of them joining anything with 
Allah in worship, Allah grants them intercession for him."  
 

The only way the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions offered the funeral 
prayer was in congregation. It is preferable that those behind the Imam 
form at least three rows, even though the rows may not be complete, as 
this is the Sunnah. Women are allowed to attend the funeral prayer at 
the mosque. 
 

The Imam should stand facing the Qiblah behind the head of the dead 
man and behind the middle of the dead woman. The Imam begins the 
prayer with takbir. After takbir, the hands should be placed on the chest, 
as one would do in regular prayer. After the first takbir, Surat al-Faatihah 
should be recited. It is also permissible to recite another small chapter 
after it. The recitation should be done in a quiet voice. After the second 
takbir, the prayer for the Prophet (PBUH) should be made. After the third 
takbir, sincere supplications (Doa'a) should be made for the dead and his 
or her relatives. After the fourth takbir, be silent for a moment and then 
perform Tasleem to your right side only.  
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Preparing the Body  
There are a number of rites that Muslims must hasten to perform as soon 
as a person dies. The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Hasten the funeral rites." 
Preparing the body for burial is a communal obligation on Muslims.  
 

Washing the dead body prior to shrouding and burial is obligatory, 
according to numerous recorded instructions given by the Prophet 
(PBUH). Preparing the deceased begins with the washing of the body. As a 
general rule, males should take the responsibility of washing males, and 
females should wash females. The only exception to this rule is in the case 
of husband and wife, or small children. The evidence given that it is 
permitted for a husband to wash his wife and vice versa is the hadith 
collected by Ibn Majah and others. 
 

Those who take on the responsibility of washing the dead should be the 
most knowledgeable of the procedures, preferably from amongst the 
deceased’s immediate family members and relatives. If relatives are 
unavailable, it is recommended that those who wash the body be among 
the pious. 
 

Manner of Washing 
Firstly, the body should be carefully laid on its back on a washing table. A 
large towel should be placed over the “'awrah” (private parts, between 
the navel and the knee) of the deceased. 
  

Next, the clothing of the deceased should be removed. The joints should 
be loosened, and slight pressure may be applied to the abdomen to expel 
any impurities that are close to exiting. The private parts of the deceased 
should be washed very well.  
 

A rag or cloth should be used to wash the body, and the washing should 
begin with the places on the side of the body washed during wudu' 
(ablution). After completing the wudu, any tied or braided hair should be 
undone and the hair should be thoroughly washed.  
 

Next, the body should be washed a minimum of three times and the 
water should have some cleaning agent in it, such as soap or disinfectant. 
The final washing should have some non-alcoholic perfume in it, such as 
camphor or the like. There is no harm in washing the body more than 
three times if there is a need to do so. However, the total number of 
complete washes should be odd and not exceed 7 times. 
 

 

 

Weeping and Mourning over the Dead 
Muslim scholars agree that weeping for the dead is permissible, whereas crying 
out loud and wailing are not. The Prophet (PBUH) said, "The one who is wailed 
for is tortured on account of it." Abu Musa is reported to have said, "I declare 
my disavowal of all that Allah's Messenger disavowed. The Messenger of Allah 
disavowed publicly a woman who mourns loudly, one who shaves her head, 
and the one who tears her clothes in mourning."  
 

The Islamic term for mourning is Hidaad. Mourning for more than three days is 
not permitted except in the case of a husband's death.  
 

It is permissible for a woman to mourn for a period of three days over the 
death of a near relative. The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said, "It is not 
permissible for a woman who believes in Allah (SWT) and the Last Day to 
mourn over a dead person more than three days, except for her husband, 
where she mourns for four months and ten days." A woman whose husband 
has died must observe what is known as the 'Iddah - the waiting period before 
she may remarry - which is four months and ten days.  
 

Condolences 
Offering condolences to the relatives and friends of the deceased is an 
important act of kindness which was displayed by the Prophet (PBUH). When 
consoling a Muslim, it is important to remind the bereaved of the triviality of 
this life, that everything belongs to Allah (SWT), and that one should submit 
patiently to the decrees of Allah (SWT). It is also beneficent to make him 
hopeful of Allah (SWT)'s mercy toward the beloved one that he lost, and that 
by the will of Allah (SWT), he or she will be united with the deceased on a Day 
after which there is no parting. What better words to say to the desolated then 
those taught by Allah (SWT)'s final Messenger (PBUH), "To Allah belongs what 
He took, and to Him belongs what He gave. Everything is recorded with Him for 
an appointed term," or, “Verily we belong to Allah, and verily to him we shall 
return.” 
 

Offering condolences is not limited to three days, and could be extended for as 
long as there is a need for it. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) consoled Ja'far's 
family after three days had passed.  
 

Some Muslims also commemorate the first, third, seventh, twentieth, or 
fortieth day following someone's death; this has absolutely no basis from the 
Qur'an or Sunnah, and the Islamic Society of Vermont will not conduct any of 
these of these innovated acts.  
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What to do for a dying and dead person 
Gently, but firmly, advise and prompt the dying person to say the 
Shahaadah - the declaration, Laa ilaaha illa-Allah, which means there is 
no true god except Allah. This prompting in Arabic is known as Talqeen. 
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Prompt your dying ones to say 'Laa 
ilaaha illa-Allah.' Whoever’s last words at the time of death was Laa 
ilaaha illa-Allah will enter paradise.”  
 

1. It is recommended to supplicate and say good words aloud in the 
presence the one who is dying. These positive words make the 
process of dying easier and recovery from illness more bearable. The 
Prophet (PBUH) said, "If you are in the presence of a sick or dying 
person, you should say good things, for verily the Angels say 'Amen' 
to whatever you say."  

2. Reciting Surah Yasin in the presence of the dying person is also 
recommended. However, after the person dies, it is NOT permissible 
to recite Quran over him for it contradicts the Sunnah of the 
prophet (PBUH). 

3. After a person's soul leaves the body, a person from amongst those 
who are present should close the eyes of the dead person if they 
were open at the time of death. The Prophet (PBUH) said: "When 
the soul is taken, the eyesight follows it." Also, the face and the 
entire body of the deceased should be covered. 

4. The relatives of the deceased must hasten in paying back any debts 
from whatever wealth he or she has left behind, even if it means 
that all of their wealth will be exhausted. Jabir ibn 'Abdullah 
reported that after a man once died, he was washed, shrouded, 
embalmed, and placed where the funerals are usually placed for the 
prayer. The Prophet (PBUH) was invited to perform the funeral 
prayer. He came in, took a few steps, stopped and asked, "Perhaps 
your friend owes some debt?" He was told, "Yes, two dinars." So he 
moved back and said, "You pray for your friend." Abu Qatadah (r.a) 
said, "O Messenger of Allah, I will take care of the two dinars."… 
Then The Prophet (PBUH) prayed the funeral prayer for him.  
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grave, etc. 
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97 Elwood Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401 
Contact:  Mr. James Meunier (802) 864-5682 

 

The funeral home will 
 transport the body from the hospital to their facility. 
 provide accommodations for preparation of the body (Ghusl). 
 transport the body to the masjid (ISVT) for Salat-ul-Janazah prayer and to the 

cemetery.  
 contact the cemetery officials for preparation of the grave. ISVT Islamic Burial 

Site is located at:  Lakeview Cemetery, 455 North Avenue, Burlington, VT 
05401.  Phone 802-863-2075. 

2. Inform the hospital official of the name of the funeral home (Elmwood Meunier 
Funeral Home) you authorized to handle the body.  The hospital will release the 
body to the funeral home after the death certificate is signed. 

3. Contact the Islamic Society of Vermont (655-6711) to make the arrangements for 
the person(s) who will  
 assist in the washing and wrapping of the body (Ghusl). The following items will 

be provided by ISVT: Kafan material, non-alcoholic perfumers (attar), soap, 
gloves and wash-cloths. 

 perform the Salat-ul-Janazah prayer.  
In addition, obtain the required authorization approval forms for burial at Lakeview 
Cemetery and the grave marker. 

 

If Death Occurs at Home or Due to an Accident: 
1. Notify the nearest police department. 
2. Contact the Elmwood Meunier Funeral Home and follow the instructions above. 

 

Rules for the Grave Marker: 
The grave marker is required to be installed by Lakeview Cemetery and must be 
approved and in compliance with ISVT guidelines.  Below are ISVT requirements and the 
name of the company to use for purchasing the grave marker: 

Pepin Memorials 

28 Goodsell Pt, Colchester, VT 05446 

Contact:  Pepin (802) 878-5748 
 

Headstone Type:  Hickey Marker 
Dimensions:  10" x 20" x 4" 
Material: Gray Color Granite 
Content:  Line 1: Name & Line 2: Date of Birth - Date of Death 

Who to Contact: 
 


