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ASBTE NEWS is a biannual newsletter that covers news from The Australasian Society for 
Biomaterials & Tissue Engineering. If you have a news item that you wish to be included 
please contact the editors Veronica Glattauer (veronica.glattauer@csiro.au) and Bryan Coad 
(bryan.coad@adelaide.edu.au) 

First Announcement 

A S B T E  N E W S  

From the President  

The most important activity that our society organises every year is our annu-
al conference, and a lot of sweat and tears go into the preparations each year. 
The 2017 conference in Canberra has not been an exception, and I would like 
to thank Veronica Glattauer, Richard Williams and Dave Nisbet again for their 
legendary effort. Due to the record number of delegates (and associated sur-
plus) that this conference has attracted, our society can continue to invest in 
other areas that are important for our members and that bring our Biomateri-
als and Tissue Engineering community closer together.  

In this newsletter you will also find more information on the upcoming annual 
conference 2018 in Perth – and I would like to thank Swaminatha Iyer, Rodney 
Dilley and Tristan Clemons in particular for their sweat and tears so far. Prepa-
rations for 2019 are also well on their way, where the ASBTE will support a 
Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering Festival in Brisbane - where the Asian Bio-
materials Congress and the TERMIS-Asia Pacific meeting being held in the 
same week. 2020 of course will be another World Biomaterials Congress year 
- this time in Glasgow, Scotland. Plenty of things to look forward to! 

With kind regards 

Helmut 
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 ASBTE 2017 Conference Wrap Up 

 
 

ASBTE on LinkedIn 

The ASBTE group on LinkedIn provides the latest news and discussions for society members.  If you are a 
LinkedIn member, search for “ASBTE - The Australasian Society for Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering” in 
groups and request to join the group. Or type in the following web address: www.linkedin.com/groups?
home=&gid=6512061  

If you are not a member of LinkedIn, start by registering today. It’s free! au.linkedin.com 

The 25th Annual conference of the society was held in Canberra earlier this year in April where multi-
ple researchers from India also attended for the jointly held 7th Indo-Australian Conference on Bio-
materials, Implants, Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine. More than 170 delegates partic-
ipated and presented their work spanning from basic research to translational technologies and 
commercial developments. International visitor Professor Kevin Healy from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley presented an outstanding plenary addressing challenges and future impacts of or-
gans on a chip as well as the future of precision medicine. Keynote presenters included both interna-
tional guests, such as Dr C. Yoshikawa (Japan), Dr H.K. Varma (India), Dr N. Rajendran (India), Dr W. 
Paul (India) and Dr J. Rangasamy (India) as well as local presenters including Prof S. Iyer, Prof M. 
Aguilar and Dr A. Johnston, all of which highlighted advances in their fields of research. These en-
compassed biofabrication, stem cells, hydrogel production, antimicrobial materials, polymers in 
therapies, orthopaedic materials, neural systems and nanomaterials. 

This year we had an exceptional presence of students, in many cases facilitated by ASBTE conference 
travel awards, which provided a great opportunity to present their research in the form of a poster 
or oral presentation. 

We would like to thank Clive and Andrea McFarland from Small Talk Events Pty Ltd for again provid-
ing excellent professional management of the conference. In addition, we would like to thank all our 
advisors, abstract reviewers and sponsors for contributing to the success of the 2017 ASBTE confer-
ence. 

Veronica Glattauer, Richard Williams and Dave Nisbet 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6512061
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6512061
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The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Society7 
 

 
 

 

    Helmut Thissen (President)      Penny Martens (Vice-President)    Bryan Coad (Executive Officer)  Jelena Rnjak-Kovacina (Treasurer) 

  Introducing this year’s ASBTE committee members 

            Veronica Glattauer                             Travis Klein                                     Khoon Lim      Neil Cameron  

    Ordinary members 

The Annual general meeting was held on 19th of April at ANU Commons in Canberra. The turn-out for this 

meeting was very good with 46 members. The president, treasurer, and executive officer all presented their 

reports summarising the major activities over the past year. A summary of the newsletter, society awards, 

and website/social media updates were also presented.  

Elections were held to determine the composition of the committee. We received six nominations for the 

four ordinary member positions and so these positions were determined by a vote. It was very encouraging to 

see such a high interest in the society and all of the nominees are thanked for their enthusiasm and dedica-

tion to the society. Following this, the non-elected positions were assigned, giving us state and student repre-

sentation across nearly all areas of Australia and New Zealand. 

The society then discussed the future of ASBTE conferences/meetings and future planning. It was decided to 

hold the 2018 conference and AGM in Western Australia. In 2019, proposals were put forward for meetings 

or joint conferences with TERMIS-AP and the Asian Biomaterials Congress, both being planned for Brisbane. 

To accommodate the AGM and bylaws of the society, the possibility of holding a student/ECR conference ear-

lier in 2019 was also discussed. Further action on these plans are currently being discussed by the executive 

committee. 

The society also discussed strategies for growing the society, developing a gender and diversity policy, and 

gave recognition to the service of David Nisbet, Tony Weiss, and Tim Woodfield for their service to the ASBTE. 

Full details of the AGM were summarized and sent to members by email. If you would like further details or a 

copy of the minutes, please do not hesitate to contact me.     Bryan Coad, Executive Officer 
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2017 ASBTE Award of Excellence 

 

    ASBTE website   www.asbte.org 

Any member wishing to supply news items, links, PhD scholarships, job listings, or other rele-
vant information to the website should contact the Executive Officer 
(Bryan.Coad@unisa.edu.au) 

 

Congratulations to Professor Laura Poole-Warren (University of 
New South Wales) who was awarded the prestigious 2017       
ASBTE Award of Excellence. The award recognises a member of 
ASBTE who has made a significant contribution to the society 
and has an outstanding record in developing, maintaining and 
promoting the goals of the society. The ASBTE Award of Excel-
lence is presented every two years at the annual ASBTE meeting. 
The 2017 award was announced at the conference dinner of the 
annual ASBTE meeting in Canberra.  

The outstanding service to the society that Laura has provided 
over many years is reflected by her position as (the first female) 
President (2004-2006) and Vice-President (2003-2004 and 2006-
2007) of our society. Furthermore, Laura has been a tireless and 
passionate promotor of our society in her role e.g. as co-chair of 
annual ASBTE meetings (such as the meeting in Sydney 2009), as 
a representative connecting with other related societies around 
the world (such as our sister societies in India and South Ameri-

ca) and her role as a delegate to the IUSBSE for many years. Laura has also had a particularly 
strong influence on the next generation of scientists in the field of biomaterials and tissue engi-
neering as a role model and as an excellent mentor and teacher.  

Laura was awarded a PhD degree from the University of New South Wales in 1990 and has 
held various appointments at UNSW after joining the academic staff in 1995. These include As-
sociate Dean Research Training and Associate Dean Research in the Faculty of Engineering 
(2005-2009) and Professor in the Graduate School of Biomedical Engineering (2009). She was 
appointed Dean of Graduate Research in 2010 and Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research Training) in 
2012. Laura continues to lead an active research group in biomedical engineering focussing on 
the design and understanding of biosynthetic polymers for medical applications. 

 

Laura Poole-Warren 

http://www.biomaterials.org.au/
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Congratulations to Conference Awardees 

Khoon Lim  

Biointerphases, Best Early Career Researcher 

Oral Presentation 

Navid Saidy  

Biointerphases, Best Student  

Poster Presentation 

Grabriella Brown 

ASBTE, Best Student Oral Presentation 

Abbas Shafiee 

ASBTE, Best Early Career Researcher  

Poster Presentation 

Francesca MacLean 

ASBTE, Best Rapid Fire Presentation 
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ASBTE 2017 & BITERM Conference  
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 ASBTE Lab Travel Award  

I am very grateful to have received the ASBTE international lab travel 

award to spend 6 weeks in Dr Ferry Melchels’ lab at Heriott-Watt 

University, Edinburgh, Scotland. I have previously collaborated with 

Dr Melchels, and this visit was the perfect opportunity for both of us 

to reconnect and work on further collaborative projects. During my 

visit, I was allowed to work with cutting-edge stereolithography 

(SLA) based 3D printing instruments housed in Dr Melchels’ lab. SLA 

is a photo-polymerisation based technology which involves projec-

tion of light into an aqueous resin (photopolymer + photoinitiator), 

in a computer driven, spatially controlled and layer by layer manner. 

This visit allowed me to evaluate and characterize the suitability of a 

library of photo-polymerisable biomaterials for SLA 3D bioprinting.  

I also took the opportunity to attend the Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine Society 

(TERMIS) European Chapter Meeting, where 

I presented an oral presentation on “New 

Visible Light Initiating System for 3D Bi-

oprinting in Tissue Engineering and Regener-

ative Medicine”. The conference, hosted by 

the AO Research Institute Davos, was a huge 

success with a total of 1387 abstracts sub-

mitted and over 350 oral presentations, with 

a focus on personalized therapies for regen-

erative medicine. It was a great platform for 

dissemination of my research, where I received a lot of constructive feedback and interest for 

establishment of international collaborative projects.  

During my time in Europe, I was also honored to be invited to de-

liver a lecture on “Designing Bioinks for 3D Bioprinting” at the Bio-

fabrication Summer School at Utrecht University, The Netherlands, 

along with a number of international speakers and experts working 

in the biofabrication field. It was great to see students from all 

around the world, with multidisciplinary and multicultural back-

grounds getting together at Utrecht for one week to learn about 

3D bioprinting. Overall, I am very thankful for the ASBTE interna-

tional lab travel award for providing me with international oppor-

tunities and exposure. It is a very rewarding experience which I be-

lieve is crucial for my career development. I sincerely thank ASBTE 

for awarding me with this travel award.     Khoon S Lim       
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2017/2018 Student Reps 

My research seeks to engineer bioactive coatings for medi-
cal devices to help improve biocompatibility, safety, and 
function. These novel coatings that we develop aim to miti-
gate foreign body responses while simultaneously encour-
aging stem-cell guided tissue regeneration. These highly 
versatile bioactive coatings have significant implications for 
numerous tissue engineering applications with unprece-
dented potential to help improve the field of regenerative 
medicine.  

An emerging challenge is the development of point of care (POC) di-
agnostic devices that are compliant with the ASSURED criteria 
(Affordable, Sensitive, Specific, User-friendly, Rapid, Equipment-free, 
broadly Deliverable) put forward by the World Health Organiza-
tion.  Immunodiffusion is a simple gel based assay that can be used 
for the determination of a target protein level in a biological sample 
without the need for “reading” equipment, instead using a simple 
length based measurement. Furthermore, the assay is conceptually 
compliant with the ASSURED criteria making it a promising candidate 
as a POC device. My work aims to significantly improve the immuno-
diffusion assay to a state where the traditional gel based assay can 
be translated into a more convenient and easy to use substrate and 
to uncover several key areas of this assay that are vital for the com-
plete understanding of its performance which will in turn aid in the 
assay development. 

I'm a 3rd year PhD student at UWA's School of Molecular Sciences. 
My project involves the development of novel polymeric nanopar-
ticles for the delivery of a variety of therapeutic agents (for cancer 
therapy and neurotrauma) in a targeted manner. 

WA: Priya Sarapna Rajoo Naidu 

QLD: Imanda Jayawardena 

NSW: Richard Tan 
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25th Anniversary Meeting of the ASBTE 
(A selection of notes on our history) 

 
Informal discussions of a few individuals occurred late in 
1989 following a meeting in Leura organised by Dr Alan 
Jones of the Federal Department of Industry Technology 
and Commerce to discuss the options for a local Society cov-
ering biomaterials.  A first formal meeting was held in Mel-
bourne on Wednesday 11th April 1990.  At this meeting it 
was resolved to form an Australian Society for Biomaterials 
(ASB), to incorporate it and to hold an initial scientific 
meeting.  Incorporation was awarded on 13th June and the 
first Conference was held in Kyneton, Victoria, 17th-19th 
June, attended by 39 delegates (and 1 chaperone!).    

The following year a second meeting was held, in Windang, 
NSW.  This was followed generally by annual meetings cov-
ering most Australian States and also New Zealand. We have 
not, however, held any meetings yet in either Tasmania or 
Western Australia. The full list of these meetings is given on 
the following page. 
 

In 1992, the ASB adopted a logo, based on the Crux constellation, and 
this was used on the award plaque that was given to the first Student 
Award winner. The Student Award was the sole award given for 11 
years, until additional awards emerged, for Student oral and poster 
presentations and later adding Early Career Researcher and other 
awards. A list of awards can be found on our Society webpage. Inter-
national recognition of members has also occurred since 1996 
through the award of Fellow, Biomaterials Science and Engineering 
(FBSE), from the International Union of Societies for Biomaterials Sci-
ence and Engineering (IUSBSE). 

The ASB, since inception, had be-
come an observer at the Interna-
tional Liaison Committee that de-
cided on the location of the World 
Biomaterials Congress, held every 4 
years, and other related issues. In 
1994, the ASB became the 5th mem-
ber of this group, which has subse-

quently grown to include 11 Societies spread across most continents. In 
1995 the IUSBSE introduced the Fellow award, FBSE, with the initial cohort 
of Fellows introduced at the 5th World Biomaterials Congress in Toronto, 
1996. 

 

25th Anniversary Meeting 
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A strong relationship, with significant encouragement, was established 
with Prof Bob Baier from the US Society.  He encouraged the ASB to hold 
the 2nd in a series of 3 meetings on Medical Implant Tracking. This was held 
in Melbourne in conjunction with our 5th Annual scientific meeting, and 
was attended by over 120 delegates. 

The delegates came from 16 countries, and included the Heads of the 
Medical Device registration bodies from several countries, including Aus-
tralia, USA and Japan. There was also strong representation from Scandi-
navia with its leading implant registry programs. 

Apart from the scientific success of the Implant Tracking meeting, and the 
subsequent publication of the Proceedings by the ASB, the meeting was 
also financially sound and this enabled the ASB to be able to bid to hold 
the 7th World Biomaterials Congress. The ASB was awarded this honour at 
the 5th World Congress in Toronto in 1996. 

 

Undoubtedly, 2004 was a very significant year for the ASB when it 
held the 7th World Biomaterials Congress in May in Sydney. This had 
involved a huge amount of effort for many years prior to the event, 
with excellent guidance form our Conference Organiser, Tour Hosts 
(now called Arinex).  The Program Committee, in Melbourne, received 
about 1950 Abstract submissions that led to an oral Program of 720 
talks and large Poster sessions. The meeting was attended by 2100 
delegates, from over 35 countries. This was the largest World Con-
gress at that time, but subsequent ones have continue to get larger, 
showing the importance and growing interest in biomaterials science 
and engineering. Among the many highlights of the Congress, the Din-
ner on Sydney Harbour was particularly notable. All delegates and 
their guests cruised the harbour on 5 boats, enjoying food and music.  
It is still suggested that this was the largest organised function ever 
held on the Harbour.  

 

Notable events for our Society came when it was decided to change the name of the Society from Australian 
to Australasian, to recognise the strong contributions made by our New Zealand colleagues and to add later 
Tissue Engineering to recognise the ever-changing evolution of our field of interest. This change to the Aus-
tralasian Society for Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering was accompanied by a change in logo, which retains 
the initial Crux element. 

 

John Ramshaw 

25th Anniversary Meeting 
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25th Anniversary Meeting 
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Preparations are now in full swing for the ASBTE 2018 Annual Conference in Western Austral-
ia.  This is the first time that our society will hold a meeting in WA (see previous page) and there-
fore this is a fantastic opportunity to establish closer links with the Biomaterials and Tissue Engi-
neering community in WA, to visit a range of facilities and to learn more about the capabilities and 
research interests of our WA friends and colleagues.  

The venue that has been chosen for the conference is the Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle. This is a 
great venue and location close to the water, especially for those who haven't been to Fremantle 
before. The Esplanade is a classic old pub-style building facade featuring a hotel and conference 
venue, now run by Rydges. Expectations are high that this venue will follow the flavour of previous 
successful ASBTE meetings. 

The dates (03-05 April 2018) also reflect expectations that have been building up over many 
years that the ASBTE Annual Conference will be held in the week after Easter, which fits with a 
range of commitments that are common for our society members.  

At this point in time the conference organisers, and here in particular Swaminatha Iyer, Rodney 
Dilley and Tristan Clemons have done the groundwork (including winning over multiple sponsors) 
and are looking forward to a great turnout from both locals as well as interstate and international 
visitors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking further ahead to 2019, the ASBTE will support the Asian Biomaterials Congress which will 
be held together with the TERMIS Asia Pacific Meeting in the same week (14-18 October 2019) in 
Brisbane. This is a major event for our community and certainly something to put in your calen-
dar already. Preparations are quite far advanced at this stage and the conference chairs Justin 
Cooper-White and Yin Xiao will make sure that the high expectations are met.  

2020 will be a World Biomaterials Congress year - where the Biomaterials Science and Engineering 
Societies from around the world, including the ASBTE, get together for a joint meeting in Glasgow, 
Scotland (19-24 May 2020). Again certainly something to put in your calendar already. 
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Spotlight on Conferences 

Please check the Web to get further information and also details on due dates 

CONFERENCE DATES LOCATION WEBSITE 

 
Biomaterials International 2017 

August 20 – 
24, 2017 

Fukuoka, 
Japan 

http://www.biomaterials.tw 

 
International Conference, Advances in 
BioMaterials & Their Applications (BioMAAP 2017) 

August 31 – 
1 September, 
2017 

Croydon, UK https://www.bio-
materials.co.uk/ 

 
European Society for Biomaterials 2017 

September 4 

– 8, 2017 
Athens, 

Greece 
http://www.esb2017.org/ 

 
FIRM Symposium 

September 
25 – 28, 
2017 

Girona, Spain https://www.firmsymposi
um.com/ 

Internation Bone Tissue Engineering Congress 

October 12- 
14, 2017 

Munich, 
Germany 

http://www.bone-
tec.com/index.htm 

 
Polish Society for Biomaterials,  26th Meeting, 
Biomaterials in Medicine 

October 12 – 
15, 2017 

Rytro, Poland http://www.biomat.agh.e
du.pl/ 

 
2017 Biomaterials Science Symposium 

October 23 – 
24, 2017 

Iselin, NJ http://www.njbiomaterial
s.org/biomaterials_symp
osia.htm 
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Spotlight on Conferences 

 
The 6th Asian Biomaterials Congress (ABMC6) 

October 27 - 
29, 2017 

Thiruvananth
apuram, 
India. 

http://www.sbaoi.org/6ab
mc/index.html 

 
6th Annual Symposium on Regenerative 
Rehabilitation 

November 1 - 
3, 2017 

Pittsburgh, 
PA 

http://www.ar3t.pitt.edu/
symposium2017/2017sy
mposium.html 

 

26th Annual Meeting, Netherlands Society for 
Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering 

November 30 
- December 
01, 2017 

Lunteren, 
The 
Netherlands 

http://www.congrescentr
um.com/en 

 
2017 TERMIS-AM Conference 

December 3 
– 6, 2017 

Charlotte, NC https://www.termis.org/a
m2017/ 

 
7th International Conference on Mechanics of 
Biomaterials and Tissues 

December 10 
– 14, 2017 

Hawaii, USA https://www.elsevier.com
/events/conferences/inte
rnational-conference-on-
mechanics-of-
biomaterials-and-tissues 

 
26th Annual Meeting, Australasian Society for 
Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering, 2018 

April 3 -5, 
2018 

Perth, WA http://www.asbte.org/ 

 
SFB 2018 Annual Meeting 

April 11-14,  
2018 

Hilton, 
Atlanta 

https://www.biomaterials
.org/events/sfb-2018-
annual-meeting 

 
11th Annual Meeting,  Scandinavian Society for 
Biomaterials 

April 25 – 27, 
2017 

Gullmarsstrand, 
Fiskebäckskil, 
Sweden 

http://www.scsb.eu/gullm
arsstrand-2018.htm 
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Spotlight on Conferences 

 

 

 

 
10th Symposium on Biologic Scaffolds for 
Regenerative Medicine 

May 3 – 5, 
2017 

Napa, CA http://www.mirm.pitt.edu
/professional-development 
/special-events/biologic-
scaffolds-for-
regenerative-medicine/ 

 
TERMIS World Congress 

September 4 
-7, 2018 

Kyoto,  Japan http://www.termis.org/m
eetings_worldcongress.p
hp 

 
29th European Conference on Biomaterials 

September 8 
-13  2018 

 

Maaastricht,  
The 
Netherlands 

www.esb2018maastricht.
org 

 

 

And a meeting to plan ahead for: 
 

 
11th World Biomaterials Congress,  2020  

May 19 -24 
2020 

 

Glasgow 

 

www.wbc2020.org 

 

 

 


