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As I thought about writing this letter, I 
thought of it as similar to a “State of the 
Union” address for our congregation. What 
next came to mind was “The State of the 
Union is strong.” This is most certainly true 
for Holy Trinity. We are a dynamic 
congregation in not just one, but two sites. 
At our Lakeview site this past year, 
attendance at the 10:30am service was so 
strong it could be hard to find a seat for 
newcomers and latecomers alike. In hopes of 
evening out attendance between the earlier 
and later services, the council voted to alter 
the service times slightly to 9am and 11am.  
Since the end of October, attendance has 
averaged around 90 people per service. HT 
Loop’s attendance has been growing as well 
as HT spreads it welcoming, compassionate 
“brand” of Christianity to the South Loop. 
Worship is generally followed by a well-
attended wine reception providing an 
opportunity for socializing and getting to 
know one another. It has been exciting to 
watch new people attend the Loop site--
perhaps tentatively at first-- then become 
“regulars,” next serve as worship assistants 
and through it all adding their voice to the 
congregation.  
 
While we might be quick to name HT Loop as 
a mission of Holy Trinity, we are really a 
congregation engaged in many missions. A 
mission to serve our children and young 
people; a mission to reach those who have 
felt unwelcome or rejected by “church;” a 
mission to those who wish to deepen their 
connection to a church community; a mission 

to students, the homeless and others who 
may be searching for a church home. For me, 
our multiple missions and the enthusiasm 
with which our congregation embraces 
them, is one of our greatest strengths.  
 

So, however each of us found Holy Trinity or 
whatever brought us here--and for whatever 
reasons we have stayed--I hope we continue 
to work together to create a community that 
supports all who enter and strengthens us to 
do God’s work in the world. 
 

Dinah Wayne 
Holy Trinity President 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Holy Trinity is unique in many ways and one of 
them is that we are “one church in two sites.” If 
you regularly attend HTLakeview or HTLoop and 
haven’t been to the other site, I hope you will set 
a goal to do so in near future. Though both 
communities share the same DNA (similar 
worship style and welcome; commitment to 
social justice; progressive and open-minded 
theology), the worship spaces, music, time of 
day/night, and size of services vary.  
 
While Holy Trinity continues to be a vibrant, 
thriving community of faith, it is important to 
think of both sites as “missional,” that is with a 
particular commitment to growth and sharing 
the gospel with urban people who may be 
looking for a church home and inviting them to 
share in our mission.  
 
At HTLakeview, the missional focus is a result of 
our recent change to services at 9:00 and 11:00 
a.m. It may seem that this decision was simply to 
even the attendances between the two services, 
the underlying motive is growth. When a 
neighboring congregation made service time 
changes, they noted that people at first felt the 
loss of the very large attendance at one service. 
In their case, the move to two services needed 
three to five years to experience the fruit of 
growth. This is a reminder to me and all of us to 
be patient, yet to remain committed to our goal 
of inviting more people to experience the gifts of 
Holy Trinity. 
 
At HTLoop, the end of a three-year synod grant 
brings a new season of intentional outreach and 
nurture. While HTLoop has a number of 
students and homeless folks who regularly 
attend, both sites have generous donors and 
there is one budget for both communities. We 
have prepared for the transitional year of 2018 
through a special HTLoop fund which includes 
gifts given at the outset of the mission, as well as 
last year’s surplus, and a portion of our generous 
2017 income. We are also fortunate to have a 
reserve fund designed for circumstances like 
these.  
 
Holy Trinity is always changing due to our fluid 
and transient communities. Yet there are several 
highlights to note from 2017: 

• We now have a “youth group” of sorts, 
made up of ten high school students. 
How amazing that eight of them will be 

heading to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Houston this coming summer. 

• We are delighted with a number of new 
staff positions that were created this 
past year: Beau Surratt, serving as 
Administrator for Worship, 
Communication, and Community Life as 
well as Musician/Ministry Associate at 
HTLoop; John Weit as Assistant 
Organist, playing on Sunday mornings at 
the service during in which the adult 
choir rehearses; and Paul Strome as 
Administrator for Finances and Building. 

• We are embarking on a capital campaign, 
the first since 2005 – 2008, and you will 
be hearing much more about this in the 
coming months and we invite you to join 
in upcoming conversations regarding our 
mission and ministry. 

 
Mission can be an overused word, but it is an 
important one for us to again remember what 
guides our deliberations and planning for the 
future: 
 

 
With the entire staff, we offer thanks to all of you 
for your continued prayers, support, and 
generosity.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Craig Mueller 
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Winter  
• Epiphany Festival with Children’s and 

Adult Choirs 
• Instrumentalists share their gifts of music 

each month in worship 
Spring  

• Children’s Choir sings, Holy Trinity 
Strings play  

• Holy Week with Cantors, the Holy Trinity 
Choir and Instrumentalists  

• Easter Day Festival Eucharists with 
Choir, Brass, Timpani and exuberant 
congregational singing.  

Summer  
• Instrumentalists & Cantors led in worship 

individually and in small ensembles during 
the summer 

• Many hours spent strategizing the new 
Sunday schedule, cantor scheduling and 
planning for the Fall season 

Autumn  
• Initiation of a new service schedule with 

choir alternating between 9am and 11am 
services 

• John Weit joined the music staff as 
Assistant Organist playing for the services 
during which David Brackley is conducting 
rehearsals. 

• Beau Surratt began assisting as 
accompanist for Children’s Choir and 

 substitute organist; continues as
 Saturday night musician at HT Loop. 

• Festival Eucharists for Reformation 500 
with Brass and Timpani, and choir in both 
liturgies. 

• Children’s Choir sang in October & 
November; frequent addition of two-part 
singing! 

• Strings from HTLC and Lakeview 
Orchestra played on All Saints’ Sunday in 
both services. 

 
Advent & Christmas Music  

• This year's Festival of Music for Advent and 
Christmas with the Holy Trinity Choir, 
Children’s Choir and full 30-piece 
orchestra, presented Rejoicing in hope! 
Attendance and enthusiasm was strong. 
Over 60 people enjoyed fellowship over a 
tasty lasagna dinner following the Festival, 
helping to raise funding for the Youth 
Group’s trip next summer. 

• Choir and cantors sang on Christmas Eve 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Worship 

volunteers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*4 of these inadvertently omitted from 2016 report 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* September-December 2017 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday School 
 Confirmation 
 Wednesday Bible 

Study 
 Life Together 
 Sunday Forums 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 Book Group 

 
 

Received by 
transfer or 
affirmation 

Received by 
baptism* 

Youth affirmed 
their faith in the 

rite of 
Confirmation 

Removed due to 
death 

 members 

5pm 
Saturday  

9am 
Sunday * 

 
11am 

Sunday * 

 

9:30am 
Summer 
Sundays 

 

Overall Average 
Weekend 

Attendance 



 
Youth Group Caroling Fundraiser For ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
HTLC members & friends before and during the Chicago Pride parade. 

     

Attended Lutheran/Catholic Marched in pride parade  Attended newcomer 
 Myth-Busters event  dinner hosted by council 

children registered for 
Sunday School

                                   

classes 

                               

teachers 

                          

hygiene kits made by 
3rd-6th grade youth to 

donate to Church 
World Service. 

                                   

Love In A Ziploc bags 
made by Pre-K -2nd 
grade children to be 
given to people who 

need a little extra love 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
15 youth and adults walked in the annual Chicago CROP walk to benefit Church World Service in an  
effort to end hunger at home and around the world. Our team raised over $3,168! 
 

Lakeview Pantry 

The Crib Shelter 

 
 

+ 

CROP Walk & Other Opportunities 

Night Ministry Youth Outreach Bus 

Volunteers prepared and served a meatloaf dinner 
on the third Thursday of most months. 

 90 lbs of potatoes 
 60 lbs of ground beef 
 36 loaves of meatloaf 
 144 oz cooked veggies 
 240 cookies made and served 
 $100 dollars spent on food 

Volunteers prepared and distributed bagged 
meals every other month with Night Ministry. 
 27 extra-large loaves of bread  
 15 lbs of sandwich meat 
 720 granola bars 
 650 bags of chips 
 640 juice boxes 
 600 ‘meals-in-a-bag’ distributed 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Stateville Correctional Center for Men in Joliet 
 Fox Valley Adult Transition Center for Women in Aurora 
 Hospice program at Dixon Correctional Center in Dixon 
 Illinois Youth Center in Warrenville 
 Chicago Books to Women in Prison. 

 

 
In December several boxes of items were donated for the 
annual Christmas Wish List for the youth at Warrenville. 
Also in December Patrice Macken delivered 12 afghans 
(hand-crocheted by her friend) for use by men in the 
Dixon Hospice Unit. 
 
Ongoing support for Fox Valley Adult Transition Center 
includes donated items for the clothing boutique, toiletry 
welcome kits (supplied and delivered periodically by 
Patrice Macken), and the purchase of hundreds of new 
folders and composition books, using some of the spring 
2017 loose offerings. 

 
 

  
  boxes  lbs  books 

In June a criminal justice 
resource sheet was given 

to visitors to the Holy 
Trinity booth Fest.



 

Money collected in the plate each Sunday is designated to one of our ministry partners. 
Combining those loose offerings with other designated benevolence offerings, over $16,000 
was distributed in 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Katie Bickel, Kati Attarpour, and Scott Kuhagen welcome Lewam, one member of the refugee 
family Holy Trinity sponsored this year 

$7,800

$1,329

$1,037

$825

$732

$671

$492

$468

$463

$229

$229

$229

$204

Refugee One

ONE Northside

The Night Ministry

ELCA Missionary Krysten Fryer

CROP Walk

Lakeview Pantry

Lutheran School of Theology

Prison Book Ministry

South Loop Campus Ministry

Reconciling Works

Extradordinary Lutheran Ministries

Chicago Coalition of Welcoming Churches

PAWS

$46,125 (9% of congregational giving) supports a variety of ministries of the ELCA. 
(see pages 14 & 15 for more info) 
 



 

The HTLoop Site Team 
evolved from the Launch 
Team that was created in 
2013. Its purpose is to create 
social, service, study, and 
justice opportunities while 
showing hospitality and love 
to our members and 
neighbors. The team meet 
about seven times per year 
and all are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 

social events 
in 2017 
 

 Lenten Art Event: 
Painting A Mandala 

 The Earth Day 

Interactive Party with 

Potluck 

 Pride Parade 

 Pentecost Party 

wearing red & eating 

hot wings 

 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation 
Worship and Social 
Event with Old St. 
Mary's Catholic 
Church  

 South Loop Campus 
Ministry 10th 
anniversary 
celebration 

 Blessing of the 
Animals with Grace 
Episcopal Church 

 New Student Dinner  
 Candles and Cozy 

Sweaters 

service projects & 
justice opportunities 
 

 Lit Fest: Canvas 
book bags to decorate 

 CROP Walk 
 South Loop 

Community Table 
 Prison Book Ministry 
 Christmas Giving 

Tree 

study  
opportunities 
 

 HTOnTopic: Luther 

and the Reformation 

two part movie with 

guests from Old St. 

Mary’s Catholic 

Church 

 HTOnTopic: Sharing 
our WWII Stories 
with Ryan and Carol 
LaHurd 

 Life Together 

 Forums on 

vulnerability and 

advocacy presented 

by Seminarians 

 

 

 

 

Average Saturday 

Worship Attendance 

 

   

 



With Proposed 2018 Budget 
 

    2017    2018 
Actual Budget Variance  Budget 

Offerings 512,709 512,500 209  493,320 
Synod Grant for HTLoop 32,000 32,000 0  0 
Prior Year Surplus 0 0 0  24,690 
Other Income/Funds 7,570 7,971 (401)  13,284 

 Total Income 552,279 552,471 (192)  531,294 
      

     

Benevolence 46,144 46,125 19  44,399 
HTLoop Sustainability 11,600 11,600 0  0 

Personnel Expense 344,566 353,377 (8,811)  374,070 
Program Expenses 55,560 58,750 (3,190)  41,450 
Property Expense 44,436 55,600 (11,164)  35,600 
Administrative Expense 23,044 20,000 3,044  21,250 
Miscellaneous Expense 2,240 7,019 (4,779)  14,525 

  Total Expenses 527,590 552,471 (24,881)  531,294 

  Income less Expense 24,689 0 24,689  0 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ANTICIPATED DONORS  
for 2018 

INCREASED GIVING  
from 52 donors 

NEW GIVING  
from 16 donors 

GIVING LOSSES 
due to moves and changing circumstances 

from 5 donors 

 
 

give online  



Through December 31, 2017 
 

Balance 

Total Cash 165,725 
Total Investments (Endowment) 347,024 
 Total Assets  512,749 

  
 

Current Liabilities  36,444 
Deferred Liabilities 7,500 
 Total Liabilities  43,944 
  

 

Endowment  347,024 
Reserves 85,778 
Memorial & Special Gifts 4,901 
Moen Social Justice Fund 6,413 
 Total Funds 444,116 
  

24,689 

  
 Total Liabilities, Fund 

Balances & Equity 
 
 512,749 

 
 

 

Market Value (end 2016, end 
2017): 
$307,449347,024 

 

 CHAI Collaborative 
Ensemble ($250) 

 First Lutheran Church of 
the Trinity - God’s Closet 
Community Meals 
($1500) 

 Augustana Lutheran 
Church – Hyde Park 
Refugee Project ($1500) 

 Lutheran Volunteer Corps 
($1500) 

 Shift: Englewood Youth 
Orchestra ($1500) 

 You Are A Star ($1500) 
 A grant of $1500 was also 

given to HTLC member 
Josh Evans for his final 
year at seminary. 



 
 



 

 



Craig Mueller 
Lead Pastor 

Michelle Sevig 
Associate Pastor 

Ben Adams 
Assistant Pastor, HTLoop

Beau Surratt 
Administrator for 
Communications, 

Worship, 
 and Community Life; 

HTLoop Musician/ 
Ministry Associate 

David Brackley 
Minister of Music 

Paul Strome 
Finance and Building 
Administrator, after 

serving as Interim  
Parish Administrator 

January-July 

 

Ayriole Frost 
Music Assistant 

John Weit 
Assistant Organist 

Audrey Frost 
Nursery Attendant 

 

 

 
 

 
 

President 
Dinah Wayne 

 
Vice-President 
Alison Strickler 

 
Secretary 

Laura Spalla 
 

Treasurer 
Deborah Stevens 

Social Ministry 
Lora Swanson 

 
Finance 

Paul Hickey 
 

Property 
Martin Collerd 

 
Energy Audit 
David Biggs 

 

Personnel 
Anne Hulslander 

 
HTLoop Site Team 

Janelle Peterson 
 

HTLoop Sustainability 
Hugh Vondracek 


