R0 LATE . | MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2004
SIBLATE SEORTSS PHILADELPHIA

EMOTIONAL END TO HAWKS® JOURNEY n A“_Y

JERARDI'S DIARY, PAGES 134-129

- WITH STATE TROOPER AT THE WHEE]
GOVERNOR RACES ALONG TURNPIKE
‘AT BREAKNECK SPEED

PAGES 3-4

e‘,

STEVEN M. FALK/Dally News




| Too rasT ENYEH

By NICOLE WEISENSEE EGAN
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TATE TROOPERS on the

Pennsylvania Turnpik e
have clocked Gov. Rendell’'s Ca-
dillac limo at more than 100 mph
at least nine times since Novem-
ber, according to sources.

Turnpike cops rumning radar
say they’ve repeatedly caught
the governor’s limo cruising at
the extraordinary speeds in the
left lane, with its emergency
lights flashing and siren wailing
to shoo other motorists out of
the way, the sources said.

Rendell’s state-owned Cadillac
DeVille DHS is driven by state
troopers assigned to his security
detail. Turnpik e cops have never
ticketed the governor’s drivers.

Sources said a turnpike troop-
er clocking traffic with a window-
mounted radar unit first report-
ed Rendell’s zooming Cadillac in
November. After the radar regis-
tered the Caddy’s speed in the tri-
ple digits, the turnpike trooper
gave chase, according to the
sources.

The chase quickly ended when
Rendell’s driver picked up the
limo’s police radio and broad-
cast, “This is Executive One,” the
sour ces said.

Troopers running  radar
clocked the Caddy at triple-digit
speeds eight more times, accord-
ing to sources.

Now that the twnpike troop-
ers recognize the car, they no
longer give chase.

“They don’t want to know,”
one sour ce said.

The turnpike cops worry what
would happen if the governor’s
car crashes at high speed, the
sour ces said.

“It’s just outright dangerous,”
one source said. “It only takes
someone else to do something
stupid, and it’s going to cause a
very severe accident. There’s no
reason they need to be zooming
up the road in triple digits with
the lights flashing. I don't care
who you are. It's against the law.
This is just transporting the gov-
ernor to and from Philly. There is

See RENDELL. Next Page

STEVEN M. FALK/Daily News file photo
Gov.Rendell, shown at left
exiting his state-leased Caddy
at Franklin Plaza hotel March
18, likes to sit in the front seat.
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no emergency.”

The state troopers who work
for the governor’s executive de-
tail insist that their boss, who usu-
ally sits in the front passenger
seat, orders them to drive fast,
sources said.

High-ranking state police offi-
cials are aware of the speeding
and have decided to take no ac-
tion, sources said. Several state
police officials declined to com-
ment and referred comments to
Rendell’s press office.

Rendell declined to be inter-
viewed for this story. His spokes-
woman, Kate Philips, denied that
the governor orders his drivers
to go fast.

“The governor would never ask
someone to break the law,” she
said, adding that Rendell has no
idea how fast his car is going.

“He’s typically working in the
car or on the phone or reading
and writing, and he doesn’t pay at-
tention to the speedometer ,” Phil-
ips said. “It’s not his job. But he
does depend on the troopers to
get him to and from where he
needs to go safely and on time,
and they do a stellar job. He's con-
fident and secure in his passen-
ger seat.”

Rendell always wears his seat

belt, she said. The governor has a
fleet of cars, two airplanes and a
bus at his disposal for travel, she
said.

The speed limit on rural see-
tions of the turnpike is 65 mph.
Under the state’s motor vehicle
code, emergency lights and si-
rens are to be used by cops, sher-
iffs and deputy sheriffs in enforce-
ment of the law only during an
emergency or in the interest of
public safety. Civilian drivers are
allowed to travel in the left lane
only for two miles at atime.

Samuel Walker, author of 11
books on policing, eriminal-jus-
tice history and policy, and civil
liberties, said the speeding re-
ports indicate the governor
thinks he’s above the law.

“He’s saying, “The laws don't ap-
ply to me' and that's wrong,”
Walker said. “The governor
shouldn’t do that. All of our elect-
ed officials should set an example
for obeying the law, especially if
it’s something that’s endanger-
ing people’s safety.

“His conduct sets a particular-
ly bad example in the context of
all the recent problems surround-
ing the state patrol,” Walker add-
ed, referring to the sex-miscon-
duct scandal that has plagued the
state police since last summer.

Jim Baxter, president of the Na-
tional Motorists Association, al-

TOO FAST

so took issue with Rendell's be-
havior.

“He’s asking those people to vio-
late the law so there should be
some consequenc e for that, as
there would be for anyone else,”
Baxter said.

Steve Oesch, senior vice presi-
dent of the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety, said high
speed contributes to severe inju-
ries and fatalities in car erashes.

“It is well-known that speeding
increases both the frequency, as

tnquirer file phato

‘With his apparent love of speed, Rendell (right) must have enjoyed this trip: aboard a Learjet
transporting him from Pittsburgh to Johnstown on last full day of gubernatorial campaign in 2002.

well as the severity of crashes,”
he said.

“At these higher speeds it's go-
ing to be very difficult for the vehi-
cle structure to hold up and for

See RENDELL Page 26

Don’t denyit, Ed,
|lived throughit

H, EDDIE!
Don’t even try that “My-
driver-speeds-I -don’t” routine.

Do not for a second suggest
you're an innoc ent passenger on
the road of life or on the road be-
tween Philly and the Burg.

I been there, pal. Been in the
car with you at 105 mph on the
twnpike or, as perhaps it should
now be known, “The Eddie-
bahn.”

Remember ?

It was the '02 campaign and
you were, as always, running
late and so urged, in fact, I'd say
vigorously urged, campaign driv-
er/sidekick Charlie Breslin, aka
Chaz Braz, to go, go, go. And go
he did.

I remember leaning forward
for a gander at the ol’ speedome-

ter and thinking, geez, 105 seems
a tad extreme to get to an en-
dorsement by the mayor of Steel-
ton, a borough of 5,000 some 85
miles west of Philly.

But, hey, such is life in the fast
lane.

And it wasn't the only time I
was in your car when traffic safe-
ty took a backseat.

1 zipped through South Philly
and Center City with you as you
bounc ed up and down in the
front passenger seat, offering

words of encouragement such as
“faster, faster!”

And the only thing, as I recali,
diverting your attention from a
need for speed was a street cor-
ner Dunkin’ Donuts.

“Mmmm,” you said at a red
light, “dunky doughnuts.”

"We don't have time for dunky
doughnuts!” barked the Chaz as
he punched the big black
Chrysler through the intersec-
tion.

Then there was the City of the
Angels, where I thought I'd be-
come one.

I remember experiencing
G-forces on separate L.A. free-
ways — Beverly Hills and Laurel
Canyon, if memory serves — dur-
ing the 2000 convention, when
you were national Democr atic
chairman.

(Remember limo driver Mark
Holmes, whom you made crazy?)
1 felt like an extra in a Holly-

wood cop-chase scene.

Face it, Ed. You like to go fast.
You got lots to do, time's a-wast-
ing, so you go fast.

It’s no surprise to me that my
colleague Nicole Weisensee

See BAER Page 26

A sign of the times:
Get outta the left [ane!

By NICOLE WEISENSEE EGAN
weisenn@phillynews.com

Gov. Rendell apparently does
not like left-lane drivers getting
in the way of his speeding limo.

He instructed an aide to have
the Pennsylvania Turnpik e Com-
mission install signs warning
motorists out of the fast lane,
sources said.

Now, there are 25 signs on the
turnpike warning, “Keep Right,
Pass Left. It’s the law.” A dozen
of the signs are between Harris-
burg and Philadelphia, said Carl
DeFebo, a turnpik e commis sion
spokesman, and more are sched-
uled to be installed on other
parts of the turnpike.

The signs have appeared
since last summer, DeFebo said.
Rendell was sworn in as gover-
nor in January 2003. Neither De-
Febo nor Kate Philips, Rendell’s

spokeswoman, would confirm

that the signs were put up a
Rendell’s request.

“I couldn’t comment on if he
did or didn’t have that done,’
Philips said. “I would say tha
it’s typical that signs enforcing
the law would be displayed.”

The 8-by-5-foot signs cos
$670 each, DeFebo said. Turn:
pike tolls pay for them.

Another Philadelphia politi
cian pushed the law that bans
left-lane driving. That law, re
pealed in the late-1970s, was re
instated in June 1999 thanks t
state Sen. Vince Fumo.

Fumo, a South Philadelphiz
Democr at, noticed from his turn
pike travels how many motor
ists linger in the left lane. Th
law bans left-lane driving fo
more than two miles at a time.

The penalty for breaking th
law is a $25 fine, plus cour
costs, said a state transporta
tion spokesman. %
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Egan reports today that you
were clock ed at least nine times
busting a hondo in your trooper-
driven Edmobile .

I especially like that you got
more signs put up to clear the
left lane.

Hey, why not just add an “ex-
ecutive” lane? Or contract Cadil-
lae for a hovercraft? Or amend
the new state slogan: Pennsylva-
nia, the State of Independenc e
From Traffic Laws If You Hap-
pen to Be Its Governor.

All this, of course, will lead to

jokes.

A friend suggests: How many
state troopers does it take to
transport Ed Rendell? All of
them: one to drive and 4,999 to
look the other way.

But seriously. You might want
consider slowing things down.

Even if we put aside questions
of leadership by example, feel-
ings of entitlement, abuse of
power and things of that nature,
there's a more basic question of
safety, including your own.

Driving with flashing lights and
sirens? What could be the “emer-
gency”? Tipoff of a Penn game?
Opening of a new Taco Bell?

Whatever it is, it isn’t worth
endang ering lives.

And, remember, if you go, we
get Gov. Catherine Baker Knoll.

Nice lady. But, you know, a lit-
tle loopy.

Just last week she told the
Wilkes-Barr e Citizens’ Voice, “We
expect to be here for eight more
years.” And capitolwir e.com re-
ports that while presenting a
proclama tion, she read your
name as “Edward G. Robinson.”

I'm just sayin’. So fess up, slow
down, don't be Too Fast Eddie. %
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the airbag and the seat belts to
provide protection,” he said.
“That’s for the vehicle traveling
at that speed, as well as any vehi-
cle that gets struck by that speed-
ing vehicle.”

Rendell enjoys a reputation for
chronic lateness and traveling
fast.

In May 2002, during the cam-
paign for governor, Daily News
columnist John M. Baer was in
Rendell's car as the candidate
urged his driver to 105 mph on
the turnpike.

When he was Philadelphia’s
mayor, Rendell was notorious for
pressuring his drivers to get him
to appointments on time.

“He was always yelling to his
driver, ‘Go! Go! Go!,’ ” said one
person who frequently rode with
the ex-mayor but who didn’t want
to be identified. “He was always
in a frantic rush to get some-
where quick because he’s always
running late.”

On the evening of Dec. 22, 1998,
Rendell, late as usual, was on his
way to a funeral for a city worker
when his car rammed a 1990 Nis-
san at Henry Avenue and Port
Royal Street in Roxborough, po-
lice said.

Rendell’s driver, Joseph Rima-

to, ran a red light on Henry Ave-
nue and hit the other car, a wit-
ness told police. Rimato said he
had been using the emergency
lights and siren, and had paused
at the red light before entering
the intersection, according to city
records.

Kathleen Blum, a passenger in
the Nissan, told police that Ren-
dell hopped out of his car and told
them, “This is my fault. This is my
driver. We'll take care of you,” po-
lice said.

Blum, then 18, injured her right
knee in the accident. The driver,
then-18-year-old Monica Borth-
wick, hurt her neck, back and
knee, according to city records.
Rendell had minor injuries from
his ecar’s airbag.

Blum and Borthwick sued the
city. The city settled the case before
trial for $131,000 in January 2002.
City solicitor s noted in the settle-
ment recommenda tion that, under
state law, lights and sirens are sup-
posed to be used only for emergen-
cies and that going to a funeral is
not consider ed an emer gency.

Rendell isn’t the only public offi-
cial who has been caught speeding.

In a November report, the In-
surance Institute for Highway
Safety chastised politicians for
their cavalier attitude about
speeding .

“With little or no stigma at
tached to this particular brand o
law-breaking, even image-con
scious politicians joke about thei:
lead-footed tendencies,” the re
port said.

The most notorious example i
recent years is former Congress
man Bill Janklow of South Dake
ta. Janklow collected 12 speeding
tickets during a four-year perioc
in the 1990s. When a police offic
er gave him a warning instead o
a ticket for speeding in Jun
2003, he thanked the “polite gen
tleman who cut me a little bit o
slack,” the report said.

Two months later, Janklow rai
a stop sign at 71 mph and killed .
motorcyclist. He reportedly told .
trooper he had seen the sign, hu
had been going too fast to stop. H
was convicted of felony man
slaughter and reckless driving
and resigned from office in Janu
ary. He began serving a 100-da;
sentenc e in jail in February whili
he appeals his convictions.

Pennsylvania’s penalty for driv
ing at high speed can be severe
Philadelphia  defense attorne;
Charles Peruto Jr., who frequently
defends traffic violators, said mo
torists caught exceeding the speec
limit by 40 mph can lose their li
cense, even for a first offense. %
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