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THE RELIABLE SOURCE

Natural introvert Jill Biden 
enters the spotlight at a 
book event for “Where the 
Light Enters.” C2

THEATER REVIEW

After some exposition, 
Olney’s “Mary Stuart” 
cuts to the chase, and 
that’s not all. C2

BOOK WORLD

Dornford Yates’s charming 
thrillers — think Wilde 
meets Wodehouse — are 
the perfect escape. C3

CAROLYN HAX

When the parents won’t 
visit, you can either go to 
them or stay home, but 
you can’t change them. C8

BY JESSICA M. GOLDSTEIN

Bill Cosby was raised in a North
Philadelphia housing project,
spent the prime of his life as one of
the most admired and adored per-
formers in Hollywood and cur-

rently resides
in SCI Phoenix,
a Pennsylvania
state peniten-
tiary, where he
is serving three
to 10 years for
aggravated in-
decent assault.

I covered
both of Cosby’s
criminal trials
(the first of
which ended in
a mistrial) for
ThinkProgress,
seeing up close
a true rarity in
American life: a
man being
brought to jus-

tice for an act of sexual violence.
That Cosby was an exceptionally
famous and wealthy man only
made this more extraordinary. A
dozen or so of Cosby’s accusers
also attended the trials, six of
whom testified for the prosecu-
tion. It was surreal to see them all
so physically close together, to
think that the last time Cosby was
anywhere near these women, he
allegedly had been assaulting
them. He probably thought he
would never see or hear from
them again.

I have interviewed several of
these survivors, and a recurring
theme in our conversations is that
they each know at least one other
victim who has chosen not to 
speak publicly.

There’s another chilling theory
to consider: There may be victims
who haven’t come forward be-
cause they’re dead. Nicole
Weisensee Egan raises the possi-
bility near the end of her new
book, “Chasing Cosby: The Down-
fall of America’s Dad,” that Cosby
could have unintentionally killed
someone: “Could someone have
gotten in a car accident and died
after he drugged them, too intoxi-
cated to be at the wheel? Both
Becky Cooper and Tamara Green
aren’t quite sure how they escaped
that fate. Could someone have ac-
cidentally overdosed? We’ll likely
never know.”

After nearly five years on the
Cosby beat, I thought I knew the
story to its bones. But Egan’s ex-
pertise is formidable, and her
book is worthwhile for anyone

SEE BOOK WORLD ON C2

BY GEOFF EDGERS

The first question was why
Kenny Burrell, the guitar master
who recorded with John Coltrane
and Aretha Franklin and released
many of his own albums during
Blue Note’s golden age, found
himself in such a crisis that his
wife had to start a GoFundMe
campaign. 

“It saddens and embarrasses
me to desperately need and re-
quest help, but it is necessary at
this point,” Katherine Burrell 
wrote in launching the crowd-
funding effort last week.

And yet there he was, the
87-year-old jazz legend smiling
and holding a guitar above a tale
of medical and financial disaster.
This, in a world where a washed-
up first baseman can make
$30 million and a Hollywood star
twice that for a single movie. 

According to his wife, Burrell
had an accident two years ago
that left him unable to perform.
There’s also the identity theft that
created a tangle of credit and
savings issues. 

“It’s so outrageous,” said John
McLaughlin, the British guitarist
famous for his work with Miles

Davis and his own Mahavishnu
Orchestra. “What happened to
humanity?” 

“It’s gut-wrenching,” said Don
Was, the bassist, producer and
president of Blue Note Records
since 2012.

Both Was and McLaughlin
have donated to the campaign, as
have many other musicians, in-
cluding guitarist Pat Metheny.

“He’s one of the greatest im-
provising musicians of the past
100 years or so,” Metheny said
before a show in Maine earlier
this week. “It’s horrible to think it
has come to this.”

The Detroit native has played
on at least 100 records, which is
probably a conservative estimate.
Burrell made his recording debut
with Dizzy Gillespie in 1951,
teamed up for a record with John
Coltrane in 1958, and spent the
1960s doing not only session
work — with everyone from Louis
Armstrong to James Brown — but
also starring on organist Jimmy
Smith’s smash Verve records
“The Cat” and “Organ Grinder
Swing,” both of which cracked the
Billboard Top 20.

“He was a killer,” McLaughlin
SEE BURRELL ON C3

BY PEGGY MCGLONE

The Metropolitan Museum of
Art announced Wednesday that
it will no longer accept donations
from the Sackler family of phi-
lanthropists who built their for-
tune from the development and
sale of opioids. 

The Met’s decision comes
amid mounting criticism of the
Sacklers’ role in the opioid crisis.
Hundreds of cities, counties and
states have filed lawsuits claim-
ing that eight Sackler family
members were involved in de-
ceptive marketing practices by
the family-owned pharmaceuti-
cal company, Purdue Pharma,
and its blockbuster painkiller
drug, OxyContin.

Three other art institutions —
the Tate galleries and National
Portrait Gallery in London and
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Mu-
seum in New York — previously
announced that they would not
accept gifts from the family. 

For decades, the Sacklers have
supported high-profile cultural
and educational institutions

around the world — from the
Met to Harvard University to the
Louvre.

But artists and social media
activists have criticized those
relationships and called on the
institutions to return the Sackler
gifts and remove the name from
their walls.

In response to protests, the
Sackler Trust, one of the family’s
philanthropic arms, announced
in March that it was suspending
donations.

The Met’s decision affects the
branches of the family related to
Purdue Pharma. In 1952, Sackler
brothers Arthur, Mortimer and
Raymond bought a small phar-
maceutical company, and in 1987,
Mortimer and Raymond bought
out Arthur’s share after his
death. Purdue Pharma was es-
tablished in 1991.

The Smithsonian Institution
has drawn a similar distinction
regarding the branches of the
family and the source of their
wealth. The Smithsonian’s Ar-
thur M. Sackler Gallery opened

SEE SACKLER ON C5

BY HANK STUEVER

If cultural criticism were strictly a numbers game,
we would never have heard much about “Mad Men,”
“Breaking Bad” or “The Americans.” We wouldn’t
know enough about the TV shows that starred Louis
C.K., Aziz Ansari or Jeffrey Tambor to merit the
outrage that pushed those guys off the grid of
acceptability. We might be vaguely aware that there
was once a show called “Girls” or a young woman
named Lena Dunham. And David Simon would
probably not have a genius grant.

Here’s a symmetry theorem that’s worth a white-
board full of confounding calculations: What di-
mension are we living in, one must ask, where some
of the most-watched shows (“NCIS” and its spinoffs
on CBS; Dick Wolf ’s “Chicago” oeuvre on NBC;

eleventyseven seasons of “Grey’s Anatomy” on ABC)
inspire a relatively small degree of afterthought,
interpretation or effusive chatter?

This is what I keep coming back to as Chuck Lorre
and Bill Prady’s CBS sitcom “The Big Bang Theory”
comes to its end Thursday night after 12 impressive
seasons (279 episodes), having spent much of its life
at or near the top of the Nielsen ratings — which, yes,
still matter greatly in the business of broadcast
television.

“The Big Bang Theory” thrived as so many others
came and went, making gazillionaires of its pro-
ducers and lead cast members. It has been a megahit
in syndication, almost pervasively so, the preferred
programming choice anywhere the television is kept
on, whether someone’s watching it or not. Hospital

SEE NOTEBOOK ON C3

BOOK WORLD

A writer’s 
lonely time 
on the 
Cosby beat

CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK

OUT WITH A ‘BIG BANG’

So long to the sitcom that was smart about being dumb about being smart
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From left: Leonard Hofstadter (Johnny Galecki), Sheldon Cooper (Jim Parsons), Amy Farrah Fowler (Mayim Bialik) and Penny (Kaley Cuoco) on the 
long-running CBS sitcom “The Big Bang Theory,” which wraps its final season and 279th episode Thursday.

Kenny Burrell forced to improvise on GoFundMe Met says no more Sackler
money, cites opioid links

CHASING 
COSBY
The Downfall of 
America’s Dad
By Nicole 
Weisensee Egan
Seal Press. 320 
pp. $28

WILLIAM CLAXTON

Jazz guitarist Kenny Burrell, 87, who once played with Gillespie, 
Coltrane and Armstrong, has had medical and financial setbacks.


