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~ Herside
of the story

Kidnapper says Delimar filled her ‘emptiness’

By NICOLE WEISENSEE EGAN
weisenn@phillynews.com

AROLYN CORREA, the woman convicted of kidnap-
ping 10-day-old Delimar Vera and raising her as her own
child, wants the world to know one thing: She isnot a monster.

“T just feel I got the bad end of
the stick,” she said during a re-
cent prison interview. “They put
me out there to be a monster, but
I am aloving person. If I could do
something for you, I'd do it. I
could have two soups in my bins
— and even though I know I have

raising the baby to age 6, being
discovered at a neighborhood
birthday party — is a tale of mys-
tery and blame, of asking no ques-
tions, of filling an aching need for
achild’slove. She sticks steadfast-
Iy to her story, ensuring that the
heart-tugging drama that cap-

tured world atten-

tion will continue to

ST A Tt be plagued by unan-
I'll always think about e e

1 Correa, 43, still

Aaliyah. No one can ta’ke SOomds el

away what I feel, She’s anything wrong in

I oot b ¢ the Delimar crime.

always going to be In nmy She blames Pedro

heart.Iwillalwaysloveher.  Vers Delimar'sbio-

logical father, say-

I also want her to know * ing Vera handed

her the newborn in

— ] did not take her.” December  1997.
5 She said she has no
CAROLYN COBREA (cft) ideawhy.
He never told her.
She never asked.

to eat tomorrow — I'd give away
that soup.”

Correaanswered questionsina
soft, sweet voice for three hours
during an interview at Riverside
Correctional Facility in North-
east Philadelphia. She spoke
briefly in court last month before
she received her nine-to-30-year
sentence for kidnapping, but her
prison interview is the only time
she has spoken publicly extensive-
ly about the crime.

Her lawyers, Jeffrey Zucker
and Saul Steinberg, say they be-
lieve Correa’s story and are ap-
pealing her sentence.

Correa’s tale of the kidnapping
— the alleged arson cover-up,

“T've thought about it — why
didn’t I question it?” she said.
“But it made my emptiness go
away.”

What’s more, she said Deli-
mar’s natural mother watched as
Vera handed over the newborn af-
ter the fire broke out. Later, out-
side the fire scene, she said the
mother again saw her holding the
baby.

Correa speaks convineingly,
withno hint of the dark pathology
that swirls around the kidnap-
ping. Even those who were fooled
by her, like Andre Moore — who
thought for many years that he

See CORREA Next Page

What's
happened

Dec.1997:10-day-
old Delimar Verais
presumeddeadin
Feltonville fire. &

Jan. 2004: Luzaida
Cuevas spots girl, 6,
she believes is her
dead daughter at
birthday party.
Feb.2004:DNA
tests confirm
Aaliyah Hernandez
is Delimar Vera. She
isreturned to custo-
dy of birth mother.
March 2004: Caro-
lyn Correasurren-
derstoface charge
that she torched
hometo conceal
taking Delimar.
Charge would later
be dismissed.
March 2004: Par-
ents sign six-figure
movie/book deal.
April 2004: Correa
charged with kid-
napping Delimar.
Feb.2005: Correa
pleads no contest,
meaning she won't
refutecharges.
July 2005: Cuevas
sues city for
botched fire probe.
Delimar's father,
Pedro Cuevas, sues
afewmonths later.
Sept. 2005; Correa
issentencedto

Sto 30 years for ab-
duction.
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CORREA
Continued from Preceding Page

will always love her. I also want
her to know — I did not take her.”

Two days before the fire, Cor-
rea said, Vera called her Willing-
boro home to speak to his uncle,
Raymond Vera, who is Correa’s.
stepfather, to ask if he was going
to play dominoes ix Trenton. She
said Pedro Vera asked her what
she was doing.

“Nothing. I think I lost my ba-
by,” she said she told him. “And
he said, ‘Everything is going to be
OK.J ”

He didn’t elaborate. She didn’t
ask him to.

Instead, she asked Vera to fix
the headlight on her car. He told
her to bring the car to Philadel-
phia.

Correa now admits her tangle
oflies quickly turned the truth in-
to a knotted mess. She still says
she gave birth to a stillborn baby,
but her medical records from the
time show no sign of pregnancy
or stillbirth.

She got to Vera’s house after
dark; toolate for him to fix her head-
light. They agreed she would re-
turn after work the following day.

On Dec. 15, she arrived at the
home on Hurley Street near Whi-
taker in Feltonville about 5 p.m.,
according to her story. She said
she spoke for a few minutes with
Luzaida Cuevas, who held a baby
inher lap. For a few minutes, Cor-
rea said, she held the baby, then
handed herback to Cuevas.

Correa said Vera’s mother, who
isnow dead, also was there.

Vera wanted Correa to leave,
saying he needed her to tatk to
her friend about a job for him.
She said he really wanted her to
drive himto buy drugs, then drive
himbackhome.

“I waited outside in my car,”
she said. “He comes outside with
the baby in his arms. Luzaida was
standing at the door. I already
had a car seat in the car because
of my being pregnant, so he put
her inthat.”

Vera then climbed into the car.
Correa said “a girl with black
hair” walked up, cursing at Vera
and sereaming, “What about the
baby?”

Vera asked Correa to give the
irate woman a ride. Correa said
they dropped her at abar in Hunt-
ing Park, then drove to the home
of another of Vera’sfriends.

Atthat point, Correa said she re-

alized she had forgottenher purse
at the Hurley Stireet house.

She said she left Vera and drove
back to Hurley Street. The baby
wasstill strapped inthe car seat.

Correa said she double-parked,
put on the car’s emergency flash-
ers, locked the doors and ran up
the stepsto Vera’shouse.

“His mother was standing in
the doorway and said she smelt
smoke,” Correa said. “She was
worried about the children. I
helped her take the kids out. She
said, ‘Go get Pedro.’ Then Luzaida
cameup, in a car; and started yell-
ing, My kids!”

“She tried to get in the house
but couldn’t. That’s when her face
gotburned.”

Correa said she drove back to
where she had left Vera and told
him the house was on fire. He
jumped in the car with her, she
said. .

“All the way there he said, ‘It’s
my fault. I cut the wires in the
heater and did something,’” she
said.

He asked her to drop him off
aboutahalf-block from his house.

“Why don’t you go home. Take

JESSICA GRIFFIN/Daily News

thebaby,” she said Pedrotold her.

She said she told him she want-
ed to make sure everyone was OK
at the fire. She drove closer to the
scene, locked the door of the car
with the baby inside. She said she
saw Luzaida Cuevas sitting in the
back of an ambulance. The image
was captured by TV crews.

“Iasked herif she was OK,” Cor-
rea said. “Not once did she say
anything about the baby. All she
was worried about was the burn
onherface.”

Cuevas’ story about that night
was vastly different, according to
court records.

During Correa’s initial visit, ac-
cording to Cuevas’ story, Correa
went upstairs to use the bath-
room, then left the house. Cuevas
said shelater checked on baby De-
limar and discovered she’'d been
moved from the bed into a crib
next to the door of the front bed-
room.

Correa later told police that she
moved the bhaby because “she
could have fallen off the bed.”

Correa returned a short while
later to get her purse, according
to Cuevas’ story. Not long after

that, Cuevas said she heard an ex-
plosion upstairs.

She said she found a fire in the
bedroom where Delimar had
been sleeping, but couldn’t find
theinfant.

Fire investigators later told her
the baby was incinerated in the
blaze.

Cuevas’ lawyer said Correa’s
story that Cuevas wasn't even
home when the fire broke out is “a

“I believe I saved her
and she saved me. I
believe that somebody
else could have had her
and treated her bad.
And she saved me be-
cause I'd lost my child.”

CAROLYN CORREA

complete fabrication.”

Correa said she stayed at the
fire scene for a short while, then
decided toleave.

Withthe baby.

“I took her home, Iaid down
next to her, and played with her,”
Correa said. “From then on, she
was mine. And no one questioned
e

She said she began telling peo-
plethat she gave birth at home, as-
sisted by a family friend.

Prison has changed Carolyn
Correa. Her hair is going gray.
Pounds have fallen from her
5-foot-1 frame. She’s now weighs
128.

She’s getting steady psychiat-
ric care and takes a medication
called Celexa that regulates
mood swings that have plagued
her adultlife.

The psychiatric care also has
helps fill in blank spots in her
memory. She said the blank spots
began about the time she had a tu-
bal ligation in 1990. She said that
didn’t prevent five more pregnan-
cies, none of which resulted in a
baby.

The fourth was in 1997, a few
days before the kidnapping. On
Dec. 8 she said she felt pain in her
side. She went to alocal emergen-
ey room and told doctors she was
possibly pregnant with three posi-
tive home pregnancy tests, ac-
cording to testimony at Correa’s

April 2004 preliminary hearing,
Technicians performed an ultra-
sound test, but found no evidence
of a pregnancy.

Correa still insists she was preg-
nant. And she still believes she
miscarried about nine days later
when she saw “blood clots” and

“chunks” come out while she was

home alone.
“I know what I felt,” she said. “1
had a belly and all the symptoms
of a pregnant woman.”

Elliot Atkins, a forensic psy-
chologist hired by Correa’s at-
torneys, believes Correa suf-
fered “pseudocyesis,” a condi-
tion in which a woman falsely
believes sheis pregnant.

Once Correa had Delimar
home, she truly came to be-
lieve the child was her own, At-
kins said. When authorities
first questioned her about De-
limar in February 2004, Cor-
rea was so confident the girl
was her own daughter that
she paid for her own DNA
test.

Weeks later, the DNA test

showed the child wasn’t hers.

“If Aaliyah’s not my baby,” Cor-
rea wailed to her best friend,
“who has mine?”

Seventeen months after she
was arrested, Correa said she
was allowed to meet with Deli-
mar, at the Criminal Justice Cen-
ter.

The reunion was nothing like
Correa dreamed. A screen kept
them from hugging. All the things
Correa wanted to say she mostly
couldn’t.

“When you're used to having
this kid around, this lovable child,
it's hard when you can’t hold her,”
said Correa. “She did tell me she
loved the way I took care of her. T
took care of her very good.”

Gomez, the prosecutor, said De-
limar asked for the meeting.

“It was an attempt to allow Deli-
mar to confront Carolyn and to
say goodbye, to allow Delimar to
get closure in a relationship she
had for six years,” Gomez said.

The meeting lasted about 45
minutes. Correa said she thinks
about it every day.

“She’s a child any mother
would want. Very funny. Very

_pretty. Veryloving,” she said.

“I believe I saved her and she
saved me,” she said. “I believe that
somebody else could have had her
and treated her bad. And she saved
mebecause I'dlost my child.” *
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- Some answers to the Delimar mystery

The Delimar drama still has
many questions, some of which
may never be answered. Among
them:

Q: Who was Carolyn Cotrea’s
accomplice?

A:When Correa was arrested
in March 2004, police said she
committed the crime with anun-
named co-conspirator. No one
has ever been charged.

Q: What about the widely
reported story that Luzaida

Pedro Vera
and
Delimarin
March
2004.

Cuevas thought her baby died
inafire, then saw a girf who
looked like her daughterata
famify party sixyearsfater?

A: Cuevastold police she was
at a family party in January
2004 and saw a familiar-looking
girl named Azliyah Hernandez,

who was then 6. Cuevas said she

snipped a lock of the girl's hair
and had its DNA tested.

The woman who hostad the
party has told the Daily News
that Cuevas did not attend the
pacty. The hostess said Cuevas

' CORRECTION

A graphic in Tuesday’s pa-
per with a story on new hous-
ing units in Center City incor-
rectly reported the number of
housing units projected in
2008. The correct figure is
824. A copy of the Center City
District study can be found at
www.centercityphila.org.
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| pleasecall LorenzoBiggs ot
216-854-5030 or e-mall DNcorrec -
ton@philynaws.com
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CORREA
Continued from Preceding Page

had fathered baby Aaliyah with
Correa — remain trapped in a
puzzle of what and who tobelieve.

“Istill think there’s a lot of Joop-
holes that haven't been brought
up,” Moore said after Correa’s
sentencing last month. “Outside
of everything, she took care of
that child very well. I don't con-
done how she got that child and
we'll never know how she got that
child.”

Correa also said Pedro Vera vis-
ited her Willingboro, N.J., home
several times in the years after
the fire. Once, she said, he arrived

attended a party in January declared an accident, caused by
2003. Cuevas later admitted a homemade extension cord at-
through her attorney that the tached to a space heater. Investi-
party wasin 2003, but she never  gators said they found no evi-
explained why she waited so dence of arson at the time and
long before going to the police have not changed their opinion.
about the kidnapping. Cuevas’ After Cuevas reported the kid-
lawsuit against the city also uses napping, detectives theorized
the January 2004 date for the that the fire was intentionally set
party, again with no esplanation.  to cover up the crime. Finding no
evidence to support the arson the-
Q:Wg:'sﬁmmﬁﬂmlt ory therefore raises fundamental
atthe Ct ) o about e ki 3
Hurley StreetinDecember19972 kidnepping
A: The fire has officiallybeen Q: M Cuevas and the baby’s

“Ididn’t do this
by myself. ..
Twaited outside
inmy car.

was standing at
the door. I already
had a carseatin
the car because
of my being
pregnant, sohe
put her in that.”

CAROLYNCORREA

with Luzaida Cuevas, Delimar’s
biological mother.

“Why is it that Pedro is not ar-
rested?” Correa asked. “I didn't
do this by myself. And he gave me
the child. Why didn’t he get the
kid before? If he would have come
and got her, it wouldn’t hurt me
asbad asit’s hurting me now.”

The kidnapping charge against
Correa alleged that an unnamed
conspirator helped. Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Leslie Gomez cast
doubt on Correa’s claim that Vera
isthe conspirator. Gomez said the
investigation into the accom-
plice’s identity is continuing,

Vera’s lawyer, Mike Luber, said
Correa’s story is “not worthy of

father, Pedro Vera, suspected
that Correa had their baby, why
didn’t they do something?

A:Correasaysthat Verawasat
her Willingboro home several
times during the six years she
raised the child. Once, Correa
says, Cuevas came to Correa’s
home and saw the child.

Pedro Vera's sister; who lived
with Correa’s family at one
time, also has reised quaestions
about why Cuevas and Pedro Ve-
ra didn't raise questions about
the child earlier: *

JENNIFER MICBERRY/Dally News file

belief.”

“This is 2 woman who is obvi-
ously a pathological liar,” Luber
said. “She has significant mental
problems. Two of the psychia-
trists have said she is mentally im-
balanced and she obviously will
say anything and do anything to
avoid the music, so to speak. The
one thing she hasn't said is the
truth — who the real co-conspira-
toris.”

Cuevas’ Jawyer, Anthony Cianf-
rani, said he knows nothing about
Cuevas visiting Correa’s home af-
terthefire.

“To the best of my knowledge,
that's completely untrue,” he
said.

Correa said she still misses Deli-

mar. 5

“It's pretty hard, looking at pic-
tures, remembering everything
Little things she used to do. Little
school stuff. And I'm not there,”
she said. “I feel it's unfair I raised
her for six years and — instead of
saying I want my child back —
saying. ‘“This woman kidnapped
my kid,’ Well, 1didn’t.”

She still calls the girl Aaliyah.
She thinks of her often.

“Pll  always think about
Aaliyah,” she said. “No one can
take away what I feel. She’s al-
ways going to be in my heart. I

See CORREA Next Page
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