
IMPACT 
REPORT

Creating a welcoming, inclusive and 
meaningful Jewish community in Islington

CONTACT US TODAY 020 7700 6974   |    www.jewishislington.co.uk   |  info@jewishislington.co.uk

2017

B”H



2 CONTACT US TODAY 020 7700 6974   |    www.jewishislington.co.uk   |   info@jewishislington.co.uk

WELCOME
Happy 7th Birthday Chabad! May we take this opportunity to share 
with you the successes only made possible with your support, for 
which we are truly grateful. This impact report demonstrates the 
positive di�erence we have made to people in Islington. We have 
created a programme that serves the whole community. 

We started from humble beginnings 
when we o�ered a simple Shabbat 
dinner once a week. Seven years later, 
we now have a wide variety of events 
and activities for our many members 
and for the community as a whole.
 
We serve the Jewish community 
of Islington, breathing new life 
into one of London’s most diverse 
communities. Our approach is 
welcoming and undiscriminating, 
providing an open door to Jewish 
people from all walks of life. We 
help people to feel part of and to 
participate in their community and 
celebrate their collective identity and 
their unique place within it.
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We hope you enjoy 
reading this report.

Mendy & Hadasa

positive di�erence we have made to people in Islington. We have 
created a programme that serves the whole community. 

500 Guests for 
Shabbat dinners

1000 Visitors joined 

our Summer Fete 
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Our Program

Where we create personal connections with individuals helping build 
a stronger community making Judaism visible and available locally. 

OUR OUTREACH SERVICE 

Includes wedding preparation and services, Bar Mitzvahs and now 
chaplaincy at Barts Hospital.

OUR RABBINICAL SERVICES 

Now includes our annual Menorah lighting, Big Jewish Summer Fete 
and weekly Shabbat Dinners.

OUR PROGRAMME OF LOCAL EVENTS 

Consists of adult education, mum & baby club, walking tours and 
school talks covering Jewish culture and history.

OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMME 

Including Shabbat Happy Hour, film screenings, BBQs, special talks 
and informal drinks, helping build long lasting friendships.

OUR SOCIAL EVENTS 

The kosher delivery service, created by Chabad Islington to keep 
kosher in Islington a�ordable and easy.

KOSHEROO 

1000 Children join 

the Jewish Faith 

discovery sessions

Over 60 people 
enrolled in 

our education 
programs

250 Guests joined 

our rainswept 

menorah lighting
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we feel really 
settled and 
part of this 
growing 
network and 
community.

“

Michelle & Andre
We are from Brazil, 
moved to Japan and now 
find ourselves in London. 
We are far away from 
friends and family and 
our Jewish community 
in Sao Paulo. 

When settling in di�erent 
countries it’s even more 
important to find the local 
Jewish community for 
support and remaining 
connected to our Jewish faith.  

Searching the internet, we 
found Chabad Islington. We 
sent a message to Rabbi 
Mendy regarding shabbat 
dinner. 20 minutes later, he 
called us inviting us to his 
home that same evening. 
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Over £25k 
donated by our 

supporters
10 Grants awarded 

raising £16k

“



Bar Mitzvah
A Bar Mitzvah should be one of the happiest and most important 
days in a young man’s life, but for Samuel Lyons the date passed 
by without incident.

Growing up in East London during the Blitz, Samuel started cheder classes 
before the war but during the evacuation of young people and being moved 
from school to school the date simply passed by. 

By the time the war ended and Samuel joined the Royal Air Force, his bar 
mitzvah had been all but forgotten. That was until Rabbi Mendy arranged 
a surprise celebration at his local Sandy Row shul. For the first time 
in his life he recited the verses from the Torah. 

This is essentially the heart of Chabad Islington’s 
mission – to connect people to their Judaism in a 
meaningful way and celebrate our traditions 
whether at 13 or 87. 

£5433 Raised 

from sponsored 

challenges 
£5690 

Company 
sponsorships 

It was a wonderful 
surprise which was 
both touching and 
emotional. It 
made me very  
happy, but 
I’m still in 
shock.

“
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Big Jewish Summer Fete 
In 2017 we launched our first Big Jewish Summer Fete. 
Over 1000 people joined for a family fun day at Highbury 
Fields for a celebration of Jewish culture. 

The whole community were able to 
explore the wealth of Jewish culture 
with talks at ‘speakers corner’ from art 
and dance, to comedy and literature. 
The whole day was interactive, people 
of all backgrounds learned Krav Maga 
or Israeli Dance moves, Shabbat candle 
making by the Jewish Museum or 
tested their knowledge in the Jewish 
Escape Room. 

We wanted an event with a wide 
range of activities to engage all 
ages and interests, from fun to 

10% of Rabbi’s 
time spent on 
pastoral care 

Facebook 
membership 
reaches  942

educational, active to entertaining. It 
was a tremendous celebration for our 
community and a testament to a diverse, 
welcoming and cohesive Islington.

Leader of Islington Council, 
Richard Watts said ‘Events  of Chabad 
Islington play an important role in bringing 
together our community and educating 
people about Judaism. I am grateful for 
your hard work in leading Islington’s 
thriving Jewish community and fortifying 
our reputation of being a welcoming and 
inclusive borough.’
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Income  

Individual donations i.e. 
supporter club £25,356.91

Events income &  
Ticket Sales £28,266.46

Sponsorship, Trusts 
and foundations £21,813.86

Kosheroo
£1636

Challenge events
£5433

Rabbinical Services
£8600

Gift Aid £8272.59

Other
£6395.53

TOTAL
£105774.35

Expenditure

Governance and 
Administration £5282.17

Salary & 
Fundraising £19155.11

Education
£4043.99

BJSF £15201.77

Chanukah £10831.9

Passover £12059.27

Shabbos
£7463.48

Rent £17502

Kosheroo
£1456.61

Other Events
£9460.4

£102456.70
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