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NEWS

A
fter humble beginnings as a small 
gathering of British World War Two 
veterans in 1948, the Paralympics 
has grown into one of the world’s 

largest sporting events. At the first Winter 
Paralympic Games, held in 1976 in 
Örnsköldsvik, Sweden, 53 athletes from 
16 countries took part in Alpine and Nordic 
skiing competitions; PyeongChang is set to 
see 760 athletes from 45 countries compete 
in 80 medal events across six sports. We meet 
the men and women who’ll be representing 
Team GB in three of the sports. 

ALPINE SKIING 
The Alpine skiing disciplines at the 
Paralympics are Downhill, Super-G, Giant 
Slalom, Slalom and Super Combined. There 
are three medal categories: one for visually 
impaired athletes and two (standing and 
sitting) for athletes with a physical impairment. 

Visually impaired: Millie Knight, Canterbury 
(YOB 1999), and sighted guide Brett Wild, 
Glasgow (YOB 1992)
Having competed at Sochi aged 15, Millie 
(pictured below right) scooped Team GB’s 
only medals at the 2015 International 
Paralympic World Championships and 
seven gold World Cup medals before even 
leaving school. She’ll be competing in 
all five Alpine skiing disciplines.  

Visually impaired: Menna Fitzpatrick, 
Macclesfield (YOB 1998), and 
sighted guide Jennifer Kehoe, 
Salisbury (YOB 1983)
Menna became the first 
British snowsports athlete to 
win a World Cup title when 
she won the 2016 IPC 
Alpine Skiing World Cup 
Final in Aspen, Colorado. 
Despite breaking her hand in 

training last season, Menna went on to take 
silver and bronze at the Slalom and Super-G 
World Cup Finals. She’ll be competing in 
all five Alpine skiing disciplines. 

Standing: James Whitley, Wilmington, 
East Sussex (YOB 1997)
Born without hands, James has been skiing 
since he was four and racing with the 
British Disabled Ski Team (BDST) since 
he was 10. Last winter saw him win gold in 
the Europa Cup Finals and end the World 
Cup season ranked 5th in Super Combined 
and 9th in Slalom. James will be competing 
in the Slalom and Super-G. 

Standing: Chris Lloyd, Cardiff (YOB 1974)
Following a car crash in 2011 that left him 
paralysed, Chris was advised he’d never ski 
again. Undeterred, he was skiing a year later, 
became a member of the BDST development 
squad in 2013 and recorded two top 10 
finishes in the 2017 World Cup. Chris, who 
has only 40% use of his hands, 40% power 
in his right leg and 50% in his left leg, will 
compete in the Super-G and Downhill. 

SNOWBOARDING
Lower limb impairment: Owen Pick, 
Cambridge (YOB 1991)
Owen was injured by an explosive device 
during his first tour of duty in Afghanistan 
in 2009, and lost his lower right leg as a 

result 18 months later. He learned 
to snowboard on a course run 

by Blesma, the armed 
forces’ limbless veterans 
charity, and took silver at 
the Para World 
Championships in Big 
White, Canada, in 2017. 
He’ll compete in Banked 

Slalom and Snowboard 
Cross.

Upper limb impairment: Ben Moore, 
Plymouth (YOB 1986)
Having lost his arm in a motorcycling 
accident, Ben transferred his love of 
skateboarding to snowboarding. Despite 
several World Cup successes, Ben couldn’t 
compete in the Paralympic para-
snowboarding debut at Sochi, as it was 
limited to athletes with lower limb 
impairments. We’re excited to see what 
he’ll achieve, as he competes in Banked 
Slalom and Snowboard Cross in the new 
upper limb impairments category. 

Upper limb impairment: James 
Barnes-Miller, Broadstairs (YOB 1989)
Born without his right hand, James has 
competed for Team GB for three years. 
Having won two silver medals in the 2016 
World Cup and finished the 2016 World 
Championships ranked fourth in Snowboard 
Cross, James kicked off the Olympic 
season with a World Cup bronze 
Snowboard Cross medal in December. 
He’ll be competing in Banked Slalom 
and Snowboard Cross. 

WHEELCHAIR CURLING
Four of the five-strong wheelchair curling 
team that claimed bronze at Sochi 2014 will 
compete in PyeongChang. Skip Aileen Neilson 
will contest her third Games; fellow Scot 
Angie Malone has competed at every Winter 
Paralympics since wheelchair curling made 
its debut in 2006; and Gregor Ewan and 
Robert McPherson will be competing in 
their second Paralympics. Hugh Nibloe, 
a former rugby player who turned to 
wheelchair curling after being diagnosed 
with MS, makes his Paralympic debut. 

Turn to page 26 to read Gabriella 
Le Breton’s interview with Millie 
Knight for our 15 Min With… series

LET THE GAMES CONTINUE...
Gabriella Le Breton meets the Winter Paralympians who’ll be representing Team GB 
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Chris Lloyd (left and below) 
and Millie Knight (inset) 

both compete in the 
Alpine disciplines
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