
CELEBRATING THE CREATIVE TALENT OF EXCEPTIONAL REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER 

ARTISTS, AND SHARING REFUGEE EXPERIENCES THROUGH GREAT ART AND CULTURE 

____________________________________________________________________ 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS – REFUGEE WEEK 2017  

Abstract Laws / Intimate Lives 

Journeys Festival International aims to celebrate and highlight the extraordinary and powerful artwork, music, creativity, culture 

and experiences that refugee artists bring to the UK. It works across a wide range of creative media and disciplines and aims to 

bring the exceptional talent of local, national and international refugee artists into the public eye.  

 

 

 

 

 



Project Overview 

Britain’s immigration system consists of an enormous number of laws and rules. When fully compiled they run to thousands of pages. The Home Office 

operational guidance for their staff and the forms that need to be completed by applicants, which are essential to the processing of the law, add several 

hundred pages of further crucial documentation. Navigating the system successfully is exceptionally difficult, particularly for those unable to afford legal 

representation. The abstract laws, rules and procedures which may seem fair or mundane on paper can have a devastating impact on real lives.  

 

As part of our Refugee Week (19th- 25th June 2017) event on Tuesday 20th June at the University of Portsmouth we would like to invite applications to create 

new representations of these laws, at a more intimate and accessible level. Through high-quality art we want to explore these laws, bureaucratic categories 

and processes, and the effects they have on the lives on asylum seekers, refugees and migrants in Britain. The concept behind this proposal is to bring to life 

one or more of the five different laws, rules or procedures (included below) by capturing how they are lived in the everyday world by real people, specifically 

contrasting this reality with the often technical and confusing language of the laws and rules themselves. 

 

We welcome interpretations across all art forms - theatre, performance, multi-media, visual arts and more - to creatively explore and portray these laws and 

the effects they have on real people’s lives.  

 

Your Proposal 

 Read through the five laws (below) and select one to interpret 

 Produce an A4 proposal (max. 500 words) detailing how you would like to interpret this law. Please include: 

o Which law you have chosen to interpret  

o Chosen art form and creative approach  

o The response you aim to elicit from your audience 

o Any technical requirements eg. Use of laptop / projector /audio  



o Any images or links to media to support your proposal  

o A brief biography of your experience as an artist/academic  

 

Please submit your proposal by Tuesday 30 May 2017, 5pm via email to Charlotte Mountford on: charlotte@artreach.biz  

If you require any more information or have any questions please contact Charlotte Mountford on charlotte@artreach.biz or call 0116 261 6882. 

 

Key Dates  

Deadline for proposals: Tuesday 30 May 2017, 5pm  

Selected artists meet with CRaB and JFI Team: Date TBC 

Presentation/Exhibition Date: Tuesday 20th June 2017, 2-4pm at Eldon Building, University of Portsmouth  

 

FAQs 

Does my piece have to be finished?  

We do not expect these to be finished, final pieces of work that are presented on Tuesday 20th June but it should be a high-quality work-in-progress, first 

sharing or a relevant piece of existing work. 

Does my proposal have to be new?  

No. If you have an existing piece of work that you feel is relevant to one of the laws we are asking you to interpret we would welcome a proposal.  

Is this a paid opportunity? 

Due to the nature of this project and the partners leading it, we are only able to offer expenses up to £60 for each successful submission.  

How many proposals will you select?  

We will aim to select five – one for each law listed below.    
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The Five Laws 

Each of the five items below includes a question or concept to act as creative stimulus for your response. This is followed by an extract from law, rule or 

procedure which is currently in effect in the UK’s immigration legal system.  

 

1. The importance of children’s rights (especially ‘ours’) 

 

Concept/question: What does it mean for a society to distinguish between the rights of children based on their nationality? The UN’s 1959 Declaration of the 

Rights of the Child stated that children should be guaranteed rights regardless of background, including nationality. It took three decades before a UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was signed, and by this time ‘the best interests of the child’ were considered only ‘a primary consideration’. 

Britain signed up to the UNCRC but with reservations (retaining its right to keep children in custody) until these were finally removed in 2008.  

 

From the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1959. The child shall enjoy all the rights set forth in this Declaration. Every child, without any 

exception whatsoever, shall be entitled to these rights, without distinction or discrimination on account of race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, whether of himself or of his family. 

 

From the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. Article 3: In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social 

welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration. 

 

 

 

 



2. Demanding coherent and plausible stories from asylum seekers  

 

Concept/question: How can an asylum seeker prove that their story is coherent and plausible? In trying to obtain refugee status the burden of proof is on 

asylum seekers. This means applicants have to prove that their stories are credible, often in the face of hostile interviewers with little knowledge or 

understanding of the country from which the asylum seeker has fled. Complicated and distressing stories are often not ‘coherent’ and sometimes not deemed 

to be ‘plausible’ or to include a ‘satisfactory explanation’, particularly when provided by children.  

 

Immigration Rules 339L. It is the duty of the person to substantiate the asylum claim or establish that they are a person eligible for humanitarian 

protection or substantiate their human rights claim. Where aspects of the person’s statements are not supported by documentary or other evidence, 

those aspects will not need confirmation when all of the following conditions are met: 

1. (i) the person has made a genuine effort to substantiate their asylum claim or establish that they are a person eligible for humanitarian protection 

or substantiate their human rights claim; 

2. (ii) all material factors at the person’s disposal have been submitted, and a satisfactory explanation regarding any lack of other relevant material has 

been given; 

3. (iii) the person’s statements are found to be coherent and plausible and do not run counter to available specific and general information relevant to 

the person’s case; 

4. (iv) the person has made an asylum claim or sought to establish that they are a person eligible for humanitarian protection or made a human rights 

claim at the earliest possible time, unless the person can demonstrate good reason for not having done so; and 

5. (v) the general credibility of the person has been established. 

 

 



3. Protecting the ‘public interest’ from (poor) immigrants 

Concept/question: Is it right to judge someone’s ‘integration’ and the extent to which they are a ‘burden’ based on the extent of their financial independence? 

Should ‘little weight’ be given to the legitimacy of a private life formed by someone in the UK whose ‘immigration status is precarious’ or unlawful? What 

sorts of exclusions could that lead to in practice?  

 

Article 8: public interest considerations applicable in all cases 

It is in the public interest, and in particular in the interests of the economic well-being of the United Kingdom, that persons who seek to enter or 

remain in the United Kingdom are financially independent, because such persons—  

(a)are not a burden on taxpayers, and  

(b)are better able to integrate into society.  

Little weight should be given to—  

(a)a private life, or  

(b)a relationship formed with a qualifying partner, that is established by a person at a time when the person is in the United Kingdom unlawfully.  

Little weight should be given to a private life established by a person at a time when the person’s immigration status is precarious. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Why ‘the country of return’ is ‘your country’ even if you don’t know anyone there or speak the local language  

 

Concept/question: What does it mean to suggest that ‘the degree of private life an individual has established in the UK is not relevant’ to decisions about 

their right to stay in the UK? What does it mean to suggest that someone who cannot speak the language of the country in question might be removed to 

that country rather than allowed to stay in their home here in Britain?  

 

From Home Office operational guidance for applications for leave to remain in UK based on a right to a private life: When assessing whether there 

are “very significant obstacles to integration into the country to which they would have to go if required to leave the UK”, the starting point is to 

assume that the applicant will be able to integrate into their country of return, unless they can demonstrate why that is not the case. The onus is 

on the applicant to show that there are very significant obstacles to that integration, not on the decision maker to show that there are not… The 

degree of private life an individual has established in the UK is not relevant to the consideration of whether there are very serious obstacles to 

integration into the country of return… 

 

Where there are no family, friends or social networks in the country of return that is not in itself a very significant obstacle to integration. Many 

people successfully migrate to countries where they have no ties… If an applicant has never lived in the country of return, or only spent their early 

years there, this will not necessarily mean that there are very significant obstacles preventing them from integrating particularly if they can speak a 

language of that country... For these purposes, fluency is not required – conversational level language skills or a basic level of language which could 

be improved on return, would be sufficient… Where there is credible evidence that an applicant cannot speak any language which is spoken in the 

country of return, this will not in itself be a very significant obstacle to integration unless they can also show that they would be unable to learn a 

language of that country, for example because of a mental or physical disability.  

 



5. Failed asylum seekers will be removed from Britain (if they can get the correct ID from the embassy of the country 

they fled without any documents…)  

 

Concept/question: If an asylum claim is rejected and the individual is asked to leave the UK it is often very difficult for them to do so. They can usually only 

return to their home country (though they rarely think of this place as ‘home’) with the approval of that country’s authorities. This process is often laborious, 

highly bureaucratic and can last for months, sometimes many years. During this period individuals are left in a state of uncertainty, poverty and often 

homelessness. The Home Office will rarely provide any meaningful support or point of contact with the individual’s home government or embassy in Britain.  

 

From Home Office ‘country returns guidance’ document for removal of failed asylum seekers.  

Minimum requirements for Emergency Travel Document for removals of failed asylum seekers to Iraq: Enforced removals are currently only possible 

where the subject holds a valid (or expired) passport or a Laissez-Passer issued by the Iraq embassy.                                                                                                           

Individuals who wish to return to Iraq voluntarily (or who will comply with removal directions) should be instructed to attend the Iraq embassy to 

apply for a travel document. The embassy will only issue a Laissez-Passer to individuals who confirm that they wish to return voluntarily.     

Timetable for obtaining Emergency Travel Document: 1-6 months or, if no evidence of identity, no established timescale.  

Minimum requirements for Emergency Travel Document for removals of failed asylum seekers to Algeria: a submission letter; six photographs of 

passport standard, cut to size; two Algeria application forms to be completed in English and Arabic or French; arrest and detention form for all 

detained cases only (under the section 'reasons for arrest' state 'immigration offence' or 'to effect deportation'); Algeria specific bio-data; clear copy 

or original fingerprints; supporting evidence; full UK birth certificate must be provided for children born in the UK; sole guardian letter (to be used for 

children with parents where one parent is not in contact). Timetable for obtaining Emergency Travel Document: no established timescale.  


