The Manorial System in Europe

I. What William brought to England
Following the Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror confiscated the land in England from the Saxon lords and gave it to members of his own family and the Norman lords who had helped him conquer the country. These people were known as tenants-in-chief. Then he introduced the manor system. 

II. The Manor
· Manorialism is a system based around self-sufficient farming estates where the lord and the peasants lived off the land together.
· The King owned all the land, and rented it out to Nobles, who paid the King back by offering him Knights for war and protection of his kingdom. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]These new landowners became known as ‘Tenants-in-Chief’ and they operated a self-sufficient Manor.

· Self-Sufficient means that almost all goods and services were produced on the manors.

· On their ‘Manor’ would be a
· ‘Manor House’ with a garden
· A Village and a Pond, Creek or River
· Fields for Farming (often 3 fields)
· Hay Field (For Farm Animals; making bread)
· Woodlot or Forest
· Waste lot
· Mill (turn the Wheat into Flour to make Bread)
· Blacksmith (Make tools and weapons)
· Church 
· Stable
· Cookhouse, Bake house, and Butcher

· Each manor was the center of the social and economic life. 
· The peasants depended on the lord for protection and provisions, and the lord depended on the labor of the peasants who worked his land.
III. Being a serf
· Medieval Serfs are peasants. They work their lords land.
· They are expected to work 3 days for their lord.
IV. Serf Rules
· Can’t own property.
· Can’t be sold. (But could be sold with the Land)
· Can’t leave the manor.
· Can only marry if your lord gives you permission.
· Must work a minimum of 3 days per week for the lord of the manor.
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