Kisa 6
A Knight’s Tale
Essay Assignment


You are going to watch the film “A Knight’s Tale”.  The film is a story about a young squire who cheats his way into tournaments.  Many people criticized the film for its glaring historical inaccuracies (mistakes).  There are definitely some modern day elements in this movie.

Your assignment is to write an essay on the movie.  You must decide if the movie is a good example of the late middle ages or not.  Using your knowledge of knights, tournaments, chivalry and the society of the middle ages, you need to decide if the movie is “glaringly inaccurate” or if it is good example of tournament life during the middle ages.

The first step is to watch the film.  During the film you should keep track of what you think are good or accurate examples of the middle ages and what you think are bad or inaccurate examples of the middle ages.  To do this, I suggest you draw a line down the middle of a piece of paper and put the inaccuracies on one side and the accuracies on the other.

The second step is to decide (using your sheet from the film) whether the film is should be considered more accurate or a less accurate portrayl of the middle ages.  Once you have decided, begin your rough copy for the essay using the outline sheet provided.  

Finally, write the good copy of your essay.  Remember this is a formal essay.  Do not use “I”, numbers, etc, contractions or the phrase “In this essay...”  The essay must have an introduction paragraph with a thesis statement as the last sentence of the first paragraph.  It must also have a concluding paragraph.  Be sure to include specific examples from the movie to back up your thesis and put one example per paragraph in the body of your essay.  Remember that a paragraph is at least 4-6 sentences!

The essay is worth thirty marks.  Twenty marks for the arguement and 10 for grammar, punctuation and spelling!












A Knight’s Tale
Essay Outline

Introductory Paragraph	
	Be sure to mention the title of the film in this paragraph.  You also need to write two or three sentences that briefly describe what the movie is about.

Topic:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The last sentence of your intro should be the thesis statement (one sentence that explains what you will prove and the points you will use to prove it).
Thesis: __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Body  Paragraphs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each paragraph must support one part of your thesis statement.  Every paragraph must have one point and make sure you support your points with supporting evidence from the film.
I. intro sentence: __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

	1.  supporting point (definition/explanation)
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

	2.  supporting point (specific examples)
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
	
3.  supporting point (connect to the thesis)
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

II. intro sentence: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

1. supporting point
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

	



2. supporting point
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

3. supporting point
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


III. intro sentence: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

	1. supporting point
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
	
2. supporting point
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
	3. supporting point
	__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Concluding Paragraph
Start this paragraph by restating your thesis briefly.  Then highlight the points that you used to prove your thesis.  The final sentence is a wrap up sentence, or a general statement about your topic.

In conclusion, _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


