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The Middle Ages
500 CE - 1400 CE

Definition of Middle Ages:
A generally uncivilized period in European history “in the middle of” two very civilized and advanced periods.

Roman Empire________________Middle Ages________________Renaissance
(Advanced)				     (Primitive)				      (Advanced)

The Middle Ages saw a general change over a period of about 1,000 years from a nomadic, barbaric, pagan (uncivilized) society to a stable, cultured and Christian (civilized) society by the year 1400.  Some changes came very quickly and others took longer.  The Middle Ages ended with a new period in European history in which art, science, and trade flourished.  The new age would be known as the Renaissance.
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Key Events and Ideas

Dark Ages   500 CE   Early Middle Ages      1000 CE        Late Middle Ages      1500 CE
1. Age of Charlemagne
	2. The Feudal System
	 	3. The Influence of the Church
				4. Improvements in Agriculture

								5.  Chivalry develops
								6.  Trade routes / towns develop
								7.  Middle Class develops
								8.  Guild System develops
								9.  The Crusades
								10.  The Black Death


