Local Geography Project

Now that we have some general knowledge about British Columbia’s geography, it’s time to bring it back home to Mission. I want you to create a visual representation of the Geography of Mission, in regards to the First Nations Traditional Territory we are located on.

You may display your project on either a poster or a power-point presentation. 

There are 4 parts to this project:
	Part 1 – Local Geography
	Part 2 – Collecting Natural Objects
	Part 3 – Mapping the Local Area
	Part 4 – Researching Local Resources

Part 1 – Local Geography

Write a 1-2 paragraph description on the Local Geography of Mission.
Explore the local geography around our school/community to see what kind of conditions the local First Nations people living here had to deal with in the past. 
1. What are the important features of the local physical geography? 
a. Are there mountains, hills, rivers, lakes, etc? 

2. Create a chart illustrating the Local Climate.
a. What months get the most rain?
b. What is the monthly average temperature?
c. *** Try looking up Mission on Environment Canada, or visit the Wikipedia Page on Mission and look at Climate for assistance.

3.  Respond to 1 of the following questions in regards to Mission’s local Geographical disasters/challenges.
a. Are there volcanoes near Mission? If so, do they have any names? When did they last erupt?
b. Is Mission on a flood-plane? If so, when was the last flood? Historically how often do they occur? Who is at risk?







Part 2 – Collecting Natural Objects

	Collect 5 natural items (plants, rocks, shells, etc.) from around the school, your homes, or in nearby mountains or forests. Analyze the items to try to determine what meaning and usefulness they may have had in the First Peoples traditional lifestyle on the land. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]*** You do not need to bring the items in rather take a photo of them/draw an illustration of them and explain their usage in your presentation.
For example, a rock could be used in making tools for survival, i.e. a hammer, a knife, an arrowhead/spearhead, a weight for a shelter.

Part 3 – Mapping the Local Territory 

** We will do this in class. 
Create a map outlining the Traditional Territory of the First Nations Band/Group that lives in your community. 

***If there are no local bands/groups in your community then map the existing nation/band within the greater territory that you inhabit. 

For Mission this will mean mapping the Territory of the Sto:lo people, and some of the bands that inhabit this area in nearby communities such as Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Lake Errock, and Maple Ridge.


Part 4 - Researching Local Resources

1. Create a chart illustrating the Local Resources (Animals/Plants) in your Region and how First Peoples may have used them.
a. Use the Data Bank Template to fill in your resources.
b. Record the name of the resource and where it grows or lives in the local region (Mountains, River, Plains, Grasslands, Lake, Stream, etc), and also the time of year that it can be harvested (Month/Season). If possible explain how it has been traditionally used. 
c. Include two to three pictures/illustrations of the resources.

2. Create a blank map of Mission and locate where 5 of these resources can specifically be found.
a. Example: Salmon, traditionally used to feed First People in Mission, smoked/candied, can be found in the Fraser River, Inch Creek, and Norrish Creek.

Resources to Explore
Sto:lo Nation Library
https://stolonation.pastperfectonline.com

Fraser River Species List (Trees, Plants, Mammals, Fish, etc)

http://ecoreserves.bc.ca/2010/09/11/frazer-river-species-list/

Edible Plants in BC

https://northernbushcraft.com/guide.php?ctgy=edible_plants&region=bc

Edible Berries in BC

https://northernbushcraft.com/guide.php?ctgy=edible_berries&region=bc

Edible Mushrooms in BC

https://northernbushcraft.com/guide.php?ctgy=edible_mushrooms&region=bc



















Part 4 – Template for Data Bank

	Food/Plant/Animal Name
	Where it is located?
	When can it be harvested?
	Traditionally Used for?
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