French Revolution Notes

Revolution: a forcible overthrow of a government or social order in favor of a new system.

Louis XVI: King of France. An awkward, clumsy man who had a good heart but was unable to relate to people on a personal level. He was insecure and seems to have disliked being King of France. 

Marie Antoinette: Was Queen of France and Married to King Louis XVI. She was irresponsible and spent huge amounts of money on clothes and jewelry. She was of Austrian descent, which meant that she was very unpopular. 

Three Estates:
1st Estate : Clergy, around 100,000 people. 
2nd Estate: Nobility, around 400,000 people. 
3rd Estate: Peasants, around 27.5 million people. 

Issues Rising out of the Third Estate: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Third Estate is angry at the 2nd estate for holding leading positions in government.
· Peasants in the 3rd Estate resented Feudalism – having to pay to use village facilities and forced tithing to the church. 
· Enlightenment Thinking begins.

Causes of the French Revolution
· Economical
· France was heavily in debt due to the seven years war and the American revolution
· Extravagant spending on courts
· Not enough taxes to pay for the spending.
· Price of Flour continued to rise due to poor harvests. 
· Political
· King is an absolute monarchy. 
· No one has a say in the government but him
· Enlightenment
· Challenges the idea of the ‘Divine Right of Kings’
· People should have more power and say in how their government operates. 
· Social
· Population divided into three estates.
· Not treated equally. Too heavy a burden on the third estate because of taxes.
· People were starving due to a lack of bread.


Harvests Ruined
· The size of a harvest determined how peasants would live in the coming year. When the season’s wheat, corn or rye was harvested, most of it was retained for subsistence, feudal dues, seed grain and winter stores. 
· From 1700 – 1780, France Grew from 20 Million People to 28 Million People.
· However, their grain production had not changed, and could not support the population.
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