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The year is 2154. Humans have depleted all of earth’s resources and have gone to space exploration in search of new resources. On Pandora, a habitable moon in the Alpha-Centauri star system, scientists have discovered a rare mineral called “Unobtanium” which they hope to mine. However, Pandora’s eco-system is poisonous to humans, and is populated by an indigenous people known as the ‘Na’vi’. In order to survive on Pandora, humans have created a genetic hybrid of human & Na’vi called “Avatars”. Jake Sully, a paraplegic marine has been sent to Pandora, to enter into the Avatar program and make contact with the ‘Navi’ people. Thrust into a world he does not know, and a people he does not understand, Jake must re-learn everything he was taught – even whose side he is on!
Answer the following questions using Google before watching Avatar. 

1. Define the terms Imperialism and New Imperialism




2. Historically which countries/empires have been involved in (New) Imperialism and where?





3. Why might a country seek imperial expansion? Create a chart illustrating the benefits/consequences of Imperialism for both the mother country, and the country being imperialized.






Avatar
Answer the Following Questions as you Watch the Film
Avatar
Directions: Be sure to respond using complete sentences. Questions marked with an (**) require your opinion or research and can be completed at the end of the film.
     
1.  What happened to Jake’s Brother Tommy? Why is he able to fill in for his brother?




2. Opinion Question  Jake says that the Marines who are working on Pandora are just “hired guns, taking the money and working for the company” 
a. What is another term for a person who does this line of work? 

b. Why might a company need these military men? 


c. Historically can you think of any Explorers who had similar men with them?




3. ***What does the term “Indigenous” mean, and what is the name of the indigenous people living on Pandora?










 
 

Answer the Following Questions as you Watch the Film
Avatar

4.  What is the resource they are trying to extract from Pandora called?



5. *** Historically, what resources/reasons did explorers such as Cortez and Columbus go in search of? Do you see any similarity between them and the corporation in this film? Explain.






6. Why doesn’t Neytiri shoot jake?



7. Opinion Questions - Do you believe there are signs in life?




8. What happens after Jake’s fire goes out in the forest?
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9. Opinion Question  After Jake splits up from the group, he keeps hiking around the forest till he is lost. Did you know in North America, about 2000 people each year get lost in the forest on a hike. 

a. What do you think are 3 things you should do if you got lost in the forest?






b. What are 5 things you should always pack with you when you go for a hike?






10. What does Neytiri refer to Jake’s People as?


11. What happens to Jake when him and Neytiri are on the tree limb/branch?










 
 

Answer the Following Questions as you Watch the Film
Avatar


12. Opinion Questions  When Jake returns back, Parker Selfridge says “We have tried to give them medicine, education and roads – they like mud” -Why is it that people often assume that other cultural groups are in need of/want stuff from other people?






13. Who is Eywa? Why is she so important to the Na’vi?






14. For Fun  When Jake returns to the Village in his Avatar he learns how to ride a Pale (Horse). He makes a connection known as “tsaheylu” or the bond, which allows him to control the animal. If you could create a “bond” with any animal in our planet, what would you choose and why?
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Avatar

15. Opinion Question  Choosing an Ikran, is about responsibility. Anytime a person is able to make a choice they’re illustrating that they are responsible for their own decisions. What are three things that you’re responsible for in your life?






16.  Opinion Questions  When Jake is reflecting on his daily experiences he says “I’m trying to understand this deep connection the people have to the forest. She talks about a network of energy that flows through all living things. She says all energy is only borrowed and one day you have to give it back.” 

a. What are your thoughts about the quote? 




b. Do you think that we have a deep connection in our society with the natural environment? 
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17. What is the most Sacred Place called to the Navi?



18. What do Jake and Neytiri run into when they’re flying their Ikrans?




19.  What happens at the Ceremony for the Navi?




20. What does Jake do when he re-enters his avatar as the forest cutting machines are passing by?
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21.  Opinion Questions  “It’s a network. It’s a global network and the Na’vi can access it they can upload and download memories at sites like the one you just destroyed.” Many places you have visited in your lifetime, may hold signicant memories for you and your families. Name three places you have visited and explain why they are important or significant to you. 






a. How would you feel if that place was altered or destroyed?





22.  Opinion Questions  “The wealth in this world isn’t in the ground. It’s all around us. The Na’vi know that, and they are fighting to defend it.” Do you think this statement is true? What might you use as evidence to support your opinion?
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23.  Opinion Question  Jake says “When people are sitting on stuff you want. You make them your enemy. Then you’re justified in taking it.” Where in our nations history have we seen this happen? Or where have you heard about it happening in the past?







24.  What does Jake tell the Omataciya people?





25.  What happens to the Hometree?




26. What happens when the group is trying to escape from the base?
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27.  What does Jake decide he must do?



28. What do they try and do at the Tree of Souls for Grace? Does it work?



29. What does Jake go out and do upon Taruk Makto?



30. What do the Sky People plan to do to the Na’vi?



31. When the Sky People attack how does Eywa help the Na’vi?



32.  What happens to Jake during the final battle against the Colonel?



33. What happens to Jake at the Tree of Souls?














 
 

After the Film Projects

Avatar

Choose one of the following projects to complete after having watched the film.

1. Create a Venn-Diagram comparing the Na’vi & North American Indigenous Population against that of the Miners on Pandora & European Settlers to North America. 

2. Create a Venn-diagram comparing the Mining Exploration on Pandora to one of the two resource extractions below, focusing on the Environmental Impacts that these types of extractions have on nature.

a. Alberta Oil Sands Resources
i. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/04/alberta-canadas-tar-sands-is-growing-but-indigenous-people-fight-back/
ii. https://www.alberta.ca/oil-sands-facts-and-statistics.aspx
iii. https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/09/the-alberta-tar-sands/100820/
                  
b. Mount Polley Mine Disaster, British Columbia
i. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Polley_mine_disaster
ii. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/mount-polley-mine-disaster-5-years-later-emotions-accountability-unresolved-1.5236160
iii. https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/BC%20Office/2018/08/CCPA-BC_TailingsDamSpills.pdf


3. 

4. 
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