
 

Directions: Before the Revolution, French society was divided into what was known as  
the Estates system. The clergy belonged to the first estate, the nobility to the second  
estate, and commoners made up the third estate. Cut out the 3 pyramid shapes  
below and paste them largest on the bottom to smallest on top. Then  
color them and write down the basics of each estate (who   
belonged to it, characteristics, etc.) on it. On your notebook  
paper around the pyramid, describe why  
this system was unfair.  
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Directions: In 1789, France was one of the wealthiest and most powerful nations in Europe. However, in a few 
short years a Revolution would overturn the country and result in the deaths of the King, his wife, and thousands 
of others. Cut out the graphic organizer below and glue it into your notebooks. Label it “Causes of the French 
Revolution” in the center then describe how each cause contributed to the Revolution under the tabs.  

 

 

Glue into 
Your 

Notebook 
Here 
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Directions: One of the most famous symbols of the French Revolution is the guillotine, which was used to execute 
thousands during the Reign of Terror. Among the countless bourgeoisie, aristocrats, peasants, foreigners, and 
revolutionaries executed, were Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, and Robespierre himself.    
 
Cut out the guillotine below and paste in your notebook so it 
can “pop up” then cut out the 3 figures (which can go in the 
tumbrel (cart) or slipped through the guillotine. On your 
notebook, explain why each was ultimately sent to the 
guillotine!  

Marie 
Antoinette 

King Louis XIV 

Robespierre 
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Directions: The French Revolution spanned about a decade from 1789 to 1799. Cut out the event cards below 
and sort them in the correct order. Then create a 2-page timeline in your notebook and paste them so that you 
can draw a picture on the top of each to symbolize the event and explain the event underneath the flap.  

 





 

Directions: Napoleon Bonaparte was one of the greatest military geniuses in history.  He was a French general 
who rose through the military to become Emperor of France and conquer much of Europe. Most importantly, he 
restored order to France after the chaos of the French Revolution. Cut out the graphic organizer below and draw 
a picture of Napoleon in the center. Then describe how Napoleon restored order to each listed aspect of France.  
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Teachers: A good, engaging video overview of Napoleon can be found here. I usually show this before having 
students complete this page. We also usually discuss and list all the disorder that took place in France during the 
Revolution and come up with a list.  

 

http://www.history.com/topics/napoleon
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Glue Goes Here and 
Paste in Notebook 

The Downfall 
of Napoleon 

 
Directions: 
After rising to 
become 
crowned 
Emperor of 
France in 
1804, 
Napoleon 
would see his 
downfall over 
the next 10 
years. 
 
Cut out this 
foldable along 
the dotted lines 
and then glue 
it into your 
notebook.  At 
the top of your 
page, title it 
“The Downfall 
of Napoleon” 
at. Under each 
title, draw a 
picture to 
represent it. 
Then, under 
each flap 
explain the 
event and 
why it helped 
lead to 
Napoleon’s 
downfall.   
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Directions: After Napoleon’s defeat, leaders and diplomats from Europe met to decide what to do next. This 
occurred at the Congress of Vienna in 1814-1815. Cut out the graphic organizer below and fill in the thought 
bubbles of leaders Klemens von Metternich & Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord based upon their goals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Goals of the 
Congress of Vienna 

We must contain France after 
Napoleon’s conquests!   

We should have a Balance of 
Power in Europe!  

The Legitimate rulers of Europe 
should be in power! 

 

We must promote peace and 
stability in Europe! 
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