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Arrival of Settlers

The fur trade was a tremendous economic endeavor for the HBC and the NWC.  In today’s dollar’s it was a multi-million dollar industry.

The competition between the HBC and NWC resulted in price wars and even ambushes and violence.

Lord Selkirk, a rich Scot, waded into the rivalry when he founded the Red River Colony in what is now southern Manitoba.

The NWC saw the colony of transplanted Scots as a threat to their fur trading business.  The result was the Pemmican War of 1814 and battles such as the Battle of Seven Oaks.

The fierceness of the competition almost bankrupted the two companies until, under the strong suggestion of the British gov’t, they amalgamated into one company, the HBC.

George Simpson was appointed governor of Rupert’s Land and the new HBC.  He would govern the interior of Canada for the next 40 years.

Simpson was a powerful man who was nicknamed the “Little Emperor” and would do many things to insure the survival of the HBC, including ideas such as conservation of fur bearing animals.
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Directions: Read pages 281-283 in your text Crossroads – A Meeting of Nations.

1. On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;

margin

philanthropist

mercenary


dictator

pemmican proclamation

2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;

a)  Who was Lord Selkirk and why did he set up the Red River Settlement? 

     (2 mks for quality of thought and details)


b)  Why did the NWC see the Red River Settlement as a threat to their company?  

     (2 mks for explanation and details)


c)  What was the Battle of Seven Oaks and what was the result?  

    (2 mks for explanation and details)


d)  In detail, describe the new governor of the HBC after the consolidation with 

     the NWC?  (2 mks for quality of thought and inclusion of details)

3.  On the map found opposite identify, color and label the following;

Lake Winnipeg

Assiniboine River
Fort William

Lake Winnipegosis

Qu’Appelle River
Fort Douglas

Lake Superior

Red River

Souris

Lake Manitoba

Pembina

Bas-de-la-Riviere

You will be marked out of 7 for correct labels and out of 3 for quality of work, for a total of 10 mks.

Total: ____ / 23

3.  On the map found below identify, color and label the following;


Lake Winnipeg

Assiniboine River
Fort William


Lake Winnipegosis
Qu’Appelle River
Fort Douglas


Lake Superior

Red River

Souris


Lake Manitoba

Pembina

Bas-de-la-Riviere
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