Political Statements Worksheet
Read each of the statements below. Try to identify each as “left”, “centre” or “right.” Try to decide whether they are “fiscal” or “social” – do they have to do more with money, or more with society? 
1. Rising tuition costs are making post-secondary education inaccessible to many students. It’s time to get rid of tuition fees and have the government fully fund all levels of education.

2. Our laws are too easy on young offenders. Youth would stay out of trouble more if there were more severe penalties for crime. 

3. The minimum wage of $12.65 per hour in B.C. is too high. I’m a small business owner and I’m frustrated because it’s killing my business. We should give business owners more flexibility. If a person doesn’t want to work for $8 per hour they can look for a job with someone else.
4. I think it’s time to decriminalize marijuana in this country. Adults should have the right to choose whether or not to use this substance. 

5. Welfare programs are too rich in this country. People lose their initiative and their drive if it is too easy to go on welfare. 
6. I’m concerned about the growth of private medical clinics. We have to make sure that we protect the universality of the medicare system. All citizens deserve equality of access to health care. There shouldn’t be better treatment for those who can afford it. 
7. I’m relieved that same-sex marriages are now legal in Canada. The ability to get married is a fundamental individual right that shouldn’t be denied to same-sex couples. 
8. It’s hard to turn on the television most nights without seeing nudity and violence. There should be more regulation restricting the types of programming that’s out there – especially at times of day when children are awake. 
