Monotheistic Religions 
Christianity, Islam, and Judaism are three influential religions in world history. While Judaism isn't as large as Christianity and Islam, its impact on the world has still been significant. Judaism, Islam, and Christianity are sometimes called "Abrahamic religions" because they trace their history to Abraham in the Hebrew Bible
[bookmark: _GoBack]What do these three religions believe about God, the universe, people, and the afterlife, and how do those convictions compare with each other? The charts below are intended to start answering those questions. As a brief guide of the similarities and differences of Islam, Judaism and Christianity, the following chart compares the statistics, origins, history and religious beliefs of these three monotheistic faiths. 
	
	Islam
	Judaism
	Christianity

	Type of Theism
	Monotheism
	Monotheism
	Monotheism

	Adherents called
	
	
	

	Current adherents
	
	
	

	Current size rank
	2nd largest
	12th largest
	largest

	Major concentration
	Middle East, Southeast Asia
	Israel, Europe, USA
	Europe, North and South America, rapid growth in Africa

	Sacred text
	

	
	

	Clergy
	
	
	


	House of worship
	

	
	

	Date founded
	
	
	

	Place founded
	Saudi Arabia
	Palestine
	Palestine

	Founder
	
	
	

	Original language(s)
	Arabic
	Hebrew
	Greek

	Early expansion
	within 12 years, entire Arabian peninsula; within 100 years, Muslim world stretched from the Atlantic to China
	little expansion; mostly confined to Palestine
	within 60 years, churches in major cities in Palestine, Turkey, Greece and Rome; entire Roman Empire by end of 4th cent.

	Major splits
	Shia/Sunni, c. 650 CE
	Reform/Orthodox, 1800s CE
	Catholic/Orthodox, 1054 CE; Catholic/Protestant, 1500s CE

	Human nature
	equal ability to do good or evil
	two equal impulses, one good and one bad
	"original sin" inherited from Adam - tendency towards evil

	Means of salvation
	correct belief, good deeds, Five Pillars
	belief in God, good deeds
	correct belief, faith, good deeds, sacraments (some Protestants emphasize faith alone)




