“To Build a Fire”- Jack London

1. Point of View: 

· From what point of view is this story told?

2. Character Analysis:

· How would you describe the man in London's story? 

· How experienced is the man? Is he a novice? Prepared? 

· What does the man seem to think of his own abilities? 

· How does the man behave in relation to his environment?
3. Setting:                                                                                                                                                                                                               First read the opening of "To Build a Fire": 

Day had broken cold and gray, exceedingly cold and gray, when the man turned aside from the main Yukon trail and climbed the high earth-bank, where a dim and little-traveled trail led eastward through the fat spruce timberland. It was a steep bank, and he paused for breath at the top, excusing the act to himself by looking at his watch. It was nine o'clock. There was no sun nor hint of sun, though there was not a cloud in the sky. It was a clear day, and yet there seemed an intangible pall over the face of things, a subtle gloom that made the day dark, and that was due to the absence of sun. This fact did not worry the man. He was used to the lack of sun. It had been days since he had seen the sun, and he knew that a few more days must pass before that cheerful orb, due south, would just peep above the sky-line and dip immediately from view.

Underline the adjectives used to describe the setting in the passage above.

· How would you describe the setting in this opening paragraph? 

· What is the mood of this opening paragraph? 

· How does this opening make you feel as a reader? 

· What is the man's reaction to the landscape?

4. Compare/ Contrast the man and the dog in a Venn diagram below:

5. What does each of the following symbolize?

Man:

Dog:

Man’s failure to build a fire:

6. Cause and Effect

	Cause
	Effect

	The man takes off his gloves to help the dog.


	

	The man falls into icy water.


	

	
	The snow on the branches melts and puts out the fire.

	
	He is too clumsy to get the fire going.

	The man plans to kill the dog and calls it over.


	

	The man realizes he is going to die.


	

	
	The dog leaves to find food and a fire elsewhere.


7. Which elements of naturalism are evident in this work?

