FR3
Prelude to a Revolution

Prior to the Revolution in France, the country was in turmoil!  Read the handout on France just before the Revolution began (pages 22-26 of Patterns of Civilization, volume 2).  Using the information in the reading complete the following assignments.

Assignment #1.  
Answer in complete sentences the following questions:
1.  What type of Monarchy was in France prior to the Revolution?

2.  What were the three estates?

3.  What percentage of the population was in the Second Estate?

4.  Who were the “nobles of the robe”?  What were they trying to do after the death of Louis XIV?

5.  What groups were included in the Third Estate?  Who were the most outspoken?  Who was the largest group?  What did the Third Estate resent?

6.  Describe the French economy in the early part of the 1700s.

7.  List and explain the reasons behind the slowing of the economy in the 1770s.

8.  Louis XVI became the ruler of France in 1774.  Describe what he was like as a king.

9.  How did Robert Turgot eased the financial crisis?  What was the one reform that he did not succeed with?

10.  When Turgot was dismissed in 1776, he said “Remember, sire, that it was weakness which brought the head of Charles I to the block.”  What do you think Turgot meant when he said this?	
11.  What happened in France from 1786-88 to make the economic situation in France desperate?

12.  What did Louis XVI try to do to alleviate the situation?

13.  What did Louis XVI do in the fall of 1788?

Assignment #2. 
Imagine you are a reporter for a newspaper in Paris.  It is July 15th 1789.  Write out a 100 word newspaper story for the events that you witnessed the day before.  Be sure to include what happened, when it happened, the people involved and the effect the events had.  Remember it is a newspaper story so it should be based on the facts!
OR
Create a visual representation of the three estates in French society prior to the Revolution.  I would suggest using a triangle shape!  Make sure that you have all the information about each estate included in your visual representation!  Include who was in the estate, something about their lifestyle and income, their responsibilities or difficulties.
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