Philosophers Beliefs Handout

[bookmark: _GoBack]This handout is to help you understand some of the enlightenment thinkers that helped shape the 17th – 18th century.

Hobbes, Thomas (1588-1679), was an English philosopher. Wrote Leviathan.	
1. He denied that people are naturally social beings. 
2. He argued instead that people's most basic motives are selfish considerations.
3. Hobbes believed that everything that happens can be predicted in accordance with exact, scientific laws. 
4. Hobbes believed that people are selfish. That people are moved chiefly by desire for power and by fear of others. Thus, without an all-powerful sovereign to rule them, their lives would be "poor, nasty, brutish, and short." These views also shocked his contemporaries.

Locke, John (1632-1704), was an English philosopher. Wrote Two Treatises of Government
1. According to Locke, a good life was a life of pleasure. Pleasure and pain were simple ideas that accompanied nearly all-human experiences. Ethical action involved determining which act in a given situation would produce the greatest pleasure—and then performing that act. 
2. Locke also believed that God had established divine law. This law could be discovered by reason, and to disobey it was morally wrong. Locke thought that divine law and the pleasure principle were compatible.
3. Locke believed that people by nature had certain rights and duties. 	
a. These rights included liberty, life, and ownership of property. 
b. The task of any state was to protect people's rights. 
c. Locke declared that if a government did not adequately protect the rights of its citizens, they had the right to find other rulers.










Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, (1712-1778), was a French philosopher. Rousseau's philosophy helped shape the political events that led to the French Revolution. Rousseau wrote The Social Contract.
1. Rousseau believed that people are not social beings by nature. He stated that people, living in a natural condition, isolated and without language, are kind and without motive or impulse to hurt one another. However, once they live together in society, people become evil. Society corrupts individuals by bringing out their inclination toward aggression and selfishness.
2. Rousseau believed that laws should express the general will of the people. Any kind of government could be considered legitimate, provided that social organization was by common consent. 
Montesquieu, (1689-1755), was a French philosopher. Wrote The Spirit of Laws.
1. Montesquieu believed that laws underlie all things—human, natural, and divine. 
2. Montesquieu said there were three basic types of government—monarchal, republican, and despotic. A monarchal government had limited power placed in a king or queen. A republican government was either an aristocracy or a democracy. In an aristocracy, only a few had power. In a democracy, all had it. A despotic government was controlled by a tyrant, who had absolute authority. 
3. Montesquieu supported human freedom and opposed tyranny. He believed that political liberty involved separating the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of government. He believed that liberty and respect for properly constituted law could exist together.
Voltaire, (1694-1778), was a French philosopher
1. Voltaire was zealous in his defense of individual rights and personal liberties.
2. Voltaire believed in freedom of speech
3. Voltaire promoted a constitutional monarch
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