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Cow Poop Makes Babies

The manor
-large fiefs were divided up into parcels of land called manors.  
-a manor might include:  farm lands, woodlands, common pasture, a village, a church, a mill, a blacksmith’s shop, a tannery and a lord’s home.
-manors were basically self-sufficient (which means that the manor provided everything that the people who lived on it might need)
-most manors would have skilled people living there who would do specific jobs such as priest, miller and carpenter


Water and wood
-most manors were located near a water source like a river or a stream.  The water was for drinking, washing and powering the mill.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-there was a wooded area nearby as well.  The wood was the manor’s building material as well as their heat.  The wooded area was a common area (which means everyone had access to it; similar to our idea of a public area)
-the woods were also the area for the lord’s hunting.  Hunting was a necessity in terms of food for the lord but hunting was also a form of recreation.

Farming
-the lord always kept some land for himself, this was called the demesne.  The lord would build his home ( which could be anything from a castle or a fortified house) on this land, there would be kitchen gardens, orchards and farming strips included on the demesne
-the farming was always completed by the serfs (except for a few freeholders).  They worked their own strips as well as the lord’s (for three days a week).  The serfs also kept kitchen gardens and a few animals.
-during the medieval times farming underwent drastic changes.  Sustainable farming was developed.  It was a three crop rotation.  One field would be planted with cereal crops, one would have things like peas or corn and the third would be fallow (left unplanted but ploughed)
-this greatly increased the amount of food that was produced, as did better tools and fertilizer 
-the fertilizer was “cow poop”!  The greater food amount made possible by the fertilizer meant that the population increased.  It increased because pregnant mothers ate healthier, which lead to healthier babies being born.  Nursing mother were better nourished which meant babies were better nourished so they had a better chance of survival.  Therefore, “cow poop makes babies”!

