Pre-Amble to the Estate General
· Charles Alexander de Calonne Reforms
· King tried to pass laws without consent of parliament.
· The Parlement had the duty to record all royal edicts and laws. Some, especially the Parlement of Paris, gradually acquired the habit of refusing to register legislation with which they disagreed until the king held a lit de justice or sent a lettre de jussion to force them to act.

I.  Louis calls a meeting
· -When Louis XVI summoned the Estates General, he hoped to win support for the reforms that would restore economic stability.  
· -The EG had not met since 1614
· -The Estates General met in May of 1789, the deputies of the Third Estate demanded that all three estates meet together (previously they met separately)
· Louis refused the request
II.  Let’s be the National Assembly!
· -When the king insisted the estates meet separately, the 3rd ES took matter into its own hands and declared themselves the “National Assembly” and claimed the right to write a national constitution for France!
· -Louis banished the third estate deputies from their meeting hall
III. Meet me at the Tennis Courts!
· -joined by many of the lower clergy and some of the reform-minded nobles, the third estate met at a nearby tennis court (that could hold them all)
· -there, they swore an oath, known as the Tennis Court Oath, promising not to disband until they had written a constitution:  they pledged “Never to separate but to meet in any place that circumstances may require, until the constitution of the kingdom is established on firm foundations.”
· -Louis gave in and ordered the other two estates to join the National assembly
· -the third estate had taken its first peaceful step of the revolution
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