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The Great Gatsby is a 2013 Romantic Drama based on the novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It stars Leonardo Dicaprio as Jay Gatsby, a billionaire who is in love with Daisy Buchanan, a wealthy young girl who is married to Tom Buchanan. Gatsby wishes to get closer to Daisy, and uses his neighbor, Nick Carraway (Daisy’s cousin) to do so. The story is told from Nick Carraway’s point of view (perspective). 

Essay Question: To what extent is the Great Gatsby an Authentic Portrayal of life in the 1920’s. 

As you watch the film, try to take down notes about what you’re seeing. 
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Now that you have finished taking notes it is time to create your essay. Remember you’re deciding whether the Great Gatsby was Authentic (Accurate) to your understanding of the 1920’s from class. You may choose to agree, that it was authentic/accurate – or – disagree, that it was not authentic/accurate – or – you can choose to do both. There will be some items that are authentic, whereas others might not have displayed the full picture of what was happening. 

New to Writing an Essay? Try Following these steps!
An Essay is made up of 5 paragraphs. It’s basically an argument that follows a set pattern. 

Step 1 - Introduction Paragraph
This is where you introduce your topic and what your opinion on that topic is to your reader. 
· Be sure to mention the title of the film in this paragraph.  
· You also need to write two or three sentences that briefly describe what the movie is about. The best thing to do is pretend your reader has never seen the movie, or knows nothing about the topic. 
· The last sentence of your intro should be the thesis statement (one sentence that explains what you will prove and the points you will use to prove it).
· Example: The Great Gatsby is an authentic portrayal of the 1920’s because of how it portrayed flappers (point 1), how it showed prohibition (point 2) and lastly how it looked at the problems of materialism that were rampant in the 1920’s (point 3).

Step 2 - Body  Paragraphs
· Each paragraph must support one part of your thesis statement.  Think of it as each paragraph is supporting one of the points you made about your thesis.
· Therefore there will be three paragraphs, as you made three points.
· Each paragraph deals with a specific point
· Make sure you support your points with supporting evidence from the film.

Example: The Great Gatsby is an authentic portrayal of the 1920’s because of how it portrayed flappers. A flapper was a woman who was considered to be rebellious by societal standards as she often wore short dresses, cut her hair short, and smoked. In the film we see this portrayed in the character Jordan Baker. She likes to dance, wear her hair short, smoke, and drive off late at night after the party. This portrayal of Jordan Baker as a flapper illustrates an authentic view of a flapper from the 1920’s. 


Step 3 - Concluding Paragraph
Start this paragraph by restating your thesis briefly.  Then highlight the points that you used to prove your thesis.  The final sentence is a wrap up sentence, or a general statement about your topic.
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