Is a Musical set in a Jewish Settlement of Anatevka in Russia in 1905. The movie focuses on Tevye, a poor farmer with 5 daughters and his battle with his family’s tradition as outside influences encroach upon his family’s lives. It was nominated for 10 Tony awards and won 9, including best musical.[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Mykael:Desktop:1xt2q1lm.q2a.jpg]


Characters
Tevye: Father and Main Character
Golde: Tevye’s Wife
Tzeitel: Eldest daughter of Tevye who wants to marry Mordcha.
Motel: The impoverished Tailor who wishes to marry Tzeitel.
Lazar Wolf: The Butcher, who wishes to marry Tzeitel.
Hodel: 2nd daughter, who wishes to marry Perchik.
Perchik: The University Man who wishes to marry Hodel.
Chava: 3rd daughter, who marries Fyedka (the Russian).
Fyedka: The Russian farmer who wants to marry Chava.
Yente: The Matchmaker.
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Questions

1. Based on the movie titled “Fiddler on the Roof” what do you think the movie is about? (Opinion)

2. What are some of Tevye’s traditions? 

3. Where does Tevye say his Traditions come from? 

4. What are some of your family traditions? Do you know where they have come from? If not, FIND OUT!!! 

5. During the ‘Tradition Song’ what are some of the gender role’s that are being portrayed? What are your personal thoughts on gender roles? 

6. Nahum, the Beggar, is similar to our common day homeless person. In the Jewish culture, a specific amount of food was set aside to help out the poor and impoverished so that all people would be treated equally. What do you know about homelessness and if you were to develop a program to help them, what would it look like?

7. Golde says: “A Husband is not to look at, a husband is to get”. This sends a strong message to her daughters. What is that message? 

8. Based on this message, do you ever feel there are pressures on you as a person to be in a relationship? If so, what are some of those pressures? Explain your answer.

9. In certain countries today: China, Israel, India, and Pakistan, arranged marriages are still practiced. If your parents were to find you a partner, what would you hope they look for? Would it be about looks, or values, or personality type? Explain.
10. Tevye complains about his financial situation in life before he sings “If I were a wealthy man’. He claims that “He wouldn’t have to work hard if he were a wealthy man’. Do you believe this statement is true? Do you think wealthy people don’t have to work hard for their money? Does money really solve all your problems in life?

11. The Student from Kiev suggests that people often stand around and talk about stuff instead of doing things to bring change. This seems to be a systemic problem in our own culture of people that stand around as ‘bystanders’ to situations. How might we get people to be more engaged in creating a better more helpful culture? 

12. Tell me a story of an experience you had where people stood around while something unpleasant was going on: maybe it was a situation where someone was being bullied, or someone was being name called. Did you intervene in the situation (There is no judgment being made here if you did or didn’t)?

13. The poor tailor is told: “Even though he is poor he is still entitled to some happiness.” This implies that no matter what our situation in life, we are entitled to certain rights: one of which is to be happy. What is something you’re happy for in this moment?

14. I want you to come up with a Question for the Bar Scene where they are celebrating the announcement of the marriage. 

Q:




15. Perchik states: “Money is the world’s curse” – what does he mean by this? Give me an example. 

16. Tevye learns that Hodel and Tzeitel “Gave each other a pledge!” Which he says was unheard of, and absurd. What is a pledge? 

17. Tevye breaks out into song and brings up one of the major themes in the movie – what do you think that theme is? 

18. When Chava and Fyedka are talking on the road after the men harass her, he asks her if she “feels about him the way those men feel about her”. He’s speaking to how people sometimes have prejudices about people without really knowing them. Have you ever experienced that type of prejudice, either directed at you, or you at someone else you know? Explain.

19. When Petchik throws down the rope at the wedding something is happening in this small town. What is it that is happening?  

20. When the Men from the other side of the Village come we are given a subtext to the film. What is the subtext trying to tell us? What do these men and their devastation represent? 

Intermission







21. When Hodel and Perchik are talking, each of them represents something. What is it that they each represent (Think about the arguments they each make)?


22.  Tevye and Godle seem to switch the stereotypical roles that are often associated with a woman and man in this scene. It is a powerful scene. How does Golde respond to his question?

23. What message does the dance scene between the 3 daughters try to convey to the audience?  What does the Fiddler represent in this scene?

24. True or False: When Tevye sees Hovel, he at first thinks he is dreaming? 


25. When Tevye goes into his 3rd “The Other Hand” dream sequence, why does he not change his opinion this time? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
26. This scene from question # __ seems to imply that a person’s faith, their beliefs, are more important than their family being together. What are your thoughts on this?

27. When the Captain of the Police arrives in town what message does he bring to the people of Anatevka? Where else have you heard of Jewish people being persecuted? 

28. What is the purpose of the ‘Fiddler’ following Tevye in the end? 
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