 Foundations of Government
Using Google, Answer the following Questions 

  Define democracy in your own words

	Democracy is a form of government that allows all people the equal opportunity to vote on matters. They elect representatives to serve them in Government. 


1. What is the difference between representative democracy and direct democracy?

Representative Democracy: Representative democracy is where people elect individuals (MLA’s or Parliament Members) to office to represent them. 

Direct Democracy:  Direct Democracy is where the people vote on referendums within a Province. 

   Discuss the following with a partner: Why is representative democracy better suited to Canada than direct democracy?

	It is better suited to Canada because the people are separated all over the country. Many don’t have access to the internet to respond to votes. Plus a lot of people probably wouldn’t vote in a system like this, because it takes up a lot of time. 


2. Define:  Constitutional Monarchy -  A Constitutional Monarchy is one where there is a Queen or King in power, but they given up a lot of power in favour of creating a Constitution (which is a document that empowers people and gives them certain rights)
In Canada, the monarch is represented by the Governor General.  Her 

name is Julie Payette. 
3. What is the role and powers of the Governor General?

	The Governor General’s role is to represent the Monarch (Queen Elizabeth II) in Canada. Her powers are “SYMBOLIC” meaning she doesn’t really have any power or authority in Canada. The Governor often will be at Canadian Events, gives Royal Assent to Bills and Decrees (presents them to the Queen), signs off on country documents. 



4. What are the three levels of government in the Federal System? Write down 4 responsibilities for each level of government.

	Federal

	Provincial

	Municipal 

	a. Fisheries and Oceans
	a. Roads/Highways
	a. Libraries 

	b. Justice
	b. Natural Resources
	b. Local Police

	c. Aboriginal Affairs and Development 
	c. Education
	c. Parks

	d. Veterans Affairs
	d. Health Care
	d. Community Water


5. What are residual powers? 
These are the powers given to Parliament by the Constitution in Canada. Residual powers are powers not spelled out in the constitution which are often gifted to the Federal Government. 
6. What is a political party?

A political party is a group that is organized into similar ideologies and beliefs. They often will engage in politics, including elections for parliamentary office. 

7. What does the multi party system mean?

It just means that in Canada we have multiple political parties, that all vye for power in the country.

8. What are the five biggest political parties in Canada?

Liberals 




Conservatives
Bloc Quebecois



Green Party



NDP
9.  Who is Canada’s Prime Minister and what party does he belong to?

Our current Prime Minister is Justin Trudeau who is a member of the Liberal Party. 

