The French Revolution




A Journal Through History

[bookmark: _GoBack]Name: __________________________

Block: __________________________





The purpose of this journal is for you to explore what life was like for a person during the French Revolution. In order to do this you will need to complete the next few tasks. This will involve you creating for yourself a character through which to experience the French Revolution. You could be a wealthy/poor Noble, or a wealthy/poor Peasant, or even a wealthy/poor Clergy member.
The choice is up to you!



Character’s name: ___________________________________________

Which Estate does he/she belong to: ______________________

What’s your occupation? : __________________________________

How many Family Members do you have? Please include names, and ages : 

1) ____________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________

3)____________________________________________________________

4)____________________________________________________________

5)____________________________________________________________
















Draw a picture of your Character! 






Welcome to France. The year is 1789. Unrest can be heard everywhere you go. The people are upset with their King and Queen. For too long, peasants have been taxed by the nobility and clergy, paying for their extravagant lifestyles while the peasants work under the feudal system trying to scrape a living. 

The Seven Years War and the American Revolution all have squandered the wealth of France leaving the country heavily in debt.

For the past two years, famine has swept the land. Horrible winter storms have left the once fertile soil bare. The people of France are starving. All the while, their King and Queen live lavishly in the palace at Versailles. They throw expensive parties, and feast to their hearts content. Some of the wealthy nobles and clergy members attend these events, paid for by the sweat and toil of the peasants. 

 France’s society at this time is a hierarchy. At the top is the King, the right hand of God who sits on his throne establishing all the laws and rules by which to govern his kingdom. Beneath him is the first estate: the clergy. They live to ensure that God’s will is done in the kingdom, to tax the peasants for 1/10th of their crops and earnings, and to ensure that proper moral living is adhered to. Beneath them is the second estate: the nobles. These men and women come from a long line of aristocracy. They enjoy living on large manors and estates, hunting and parties, and collecting taxes from the peasants who work and live on their land. Lastly is the third estate: the peasants. They are heavily taxed, forced to work their lord’s land, and have no legal protection in the kingdom. Some of the members of the third estate though have found wealth through the trades; some members are even wealthier than the nobility! 

Now you have arrived. The unrest continues to grow, and there is talk of revolution in the air. What will be your path forward in the days to come?

For each entry you will be asked to write from the perspective of your character. You may use first person, second person, or third person to explain your story. You will also need to explain the event, as though the person reading your story had never heard about the French Revolution. This will require you to give a detailed description of the event. You will also need to give your character’s experience to the event. 

The questions for each event are to be used as a guide for your writing. 





Entry 1 - The Eve of Revolution
	
Describe what it means to be a member of the First, Second, or Third Estate. How are the Estates different from one another? What privileges or problems go along with your Estate? Do you envy other Estates? What frustrates you about the current class system in France? How should the financial problems of France be solved?



































Entry 2 - Estates-General

Reflect on the meeting of the Estates General. What happened? How did you feel during the meeting? How do you feel regarding the King’s decisions? Do you think there needs to be changes in France? If so, what needs to happen?




































 

Entry 3 - National Assembly – Tennis Court Oath
	
What was the Tennis Court Oath? Describe what happened on the Tennis Court. What kind of effects might the oath have on your character? What changes do you hope will be brought about for France? 








































Entry 4 - Storming the Bastille

Why did you storm the Bastille? What is the point in tearing it apart? Were you concerned at the violence used against the guards? Do you think that violence is the only means of winning a revolution? What other means might be pursued? 







































Entry 5 – The Great Fear

Rumors are spreading throughout the country side, that King Louie XVI desires to starve his own people, by destroying the wheat crops. Will you join in the riots? Would you attack the nobles? What do you think of the people that are running around looting and killing people? 






































Entry 6 - Abolition of Feudalism – August Decrees

August 4th, 1789 – The National Assembly abolished the Feudal System entirely. 

How might this change your life? Or livelihood? Now that money is no longer being tithed to the church from your wages, how might this affect you? How might it affect the church? What would be happening to the Nobles? To the church? To the peasants? What other decrees stood out for you and how might they affect you?

































Entry 7 - The Declaration of the Rights of Men and Citizens

What changes does this document mean for your character? What is something you liked in the declaration? What is something you hated? What will life be like in France now following this? Why is it important to have a declaration? 





































Entry 8 – Political Parties

Political Parties are beginning to form throughout France. What group might your character join? What is your reasoning behind it? If there isn’t a political group that you really like, and you were to create one, what might the groups motto be and what would they stand for, or believe in? 







































Entry 9 -  The Women’s March on Versailles 

October 5, 1789 – on this day thousands of women stormed the palace at Versailles 

What prompted the women to march upon the Hotel de Ville? How many people marched to Versailles? What happened at Versailles? Did anyone get killed? How do you think Marie Antoinette felt that these women wanted to kill her? Does she understand why they hate her? Did your character go with the women and men to Versailles? What was the atmosphere like during the march? 
































Entry 10 -  The Terror
	January 21st, 1793 – King Louie XVI is executed.
	October 16th, 1793 – Marie Antoinette is executed.
	July 28th, 1794 – Robespierre is executed.

What was the Terror? Did you lose any friends during this period of time? If so, why were they killed? Do you think it was just of the King to order their execution? What is your reaction to the National Convention’s decision to execute the King? How will the execution and the Reign of Terror influence the future of France? Do you think the Directory will be able to control the turbulence caused by the French Revolution? Why or why not?
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