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The North West Company

The NWC was started in 1783 by Scottish and American capitalists who took over the French trading post after the fall of New France.

The NWC was not content to wait for furs to be brought to them like the HBC.  Instead, they actively sent out traders to deal directly with the native nations or even intercept them before they got to a HBC post.

Soon the HBC had to follow the NWC into the interior and build more and more trading posts, further and further inland.

The front line traders of the NWC were called voyageurs and they were extremely hardy men.  They were accustomed to working hard 10 hrs a day, 7 days a week.

These “Nor’westers” pushed exploration further and further west, but the NWC could not compete with the HBC and was forced to join them in 1821.

SS9 – Crossroads

CanWest2  – The North West Company

The North West Company

Directions: Read pages 264-269 in your text Crossroads – A Meeting of Nations.

1. On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;

heir

league

Pemmican
overhead
Nor’westers

2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;

a)  What was the nickname and the nationalities of the capitalists who moved 

     into Montreal to take over the trading networks left by the French after the 

     fall of New France?  (2 mks for details)


b)  How was the NWC different from the HBC at first?  What did the HBC do 

     to compete?  (2 mks for details and quality of thought)


c)  What was a “voyageur” and briefly describe their lifestyle.  (2 mks for quality

     of thought and inclusion of details)


d)  Why do you think that the NWC eventually failed?  (2 mks for quality 

     of thought)

3.  Read the Logistics of the Fur Trade on pg 269 of your text.  Using table 9-17 (pg 269, table 9-3 (pg 259) and table 9-10 (pg 265) answer questions 1, 2, and 3 on page 269.

Hint:  You will have to calculate approximate distances, so you will have to use a scrap piece of paper to measure the distance and then convert to kilometers using the scales provided.

You will be marked out of 3 for each question for the quality of your answer and accuracy of your approximations, for a total of 9 marks.

Total: ____/ 22

