g. To make your writing more vivid & descriptive, you want
roemmen to avoid overusing stale words such ‘very'and ‘great’

Practice this skill in the exercises below.

%VER ED WORDS

Replace the overused words in the spaces below; you cannot use the same word more than once, but you can
fill the blanks with more than one word if necessary.

1. Jane was very excited about his visit, but she also felt very overwhelmed.

2. It was very cold the day my father left; | was very- worried about him.

3. Jo’s eyes were very blue; his hair was very- white.

4. The glass was very- full, so | made sure to walk very slowly.

1. My uncle sai¢d- that he was retiring; my aunt said- , “About time!”

2. The teacher says that we are too young; | want to-say that we’re not.

3. Without saying- too much, Harry says that they must leave immediately.
4. Ken glanced at me and-said he loved me. “Thank you,” was all | could-say

1. As Noah handed her the niee: flowers, she thought, “What a-niee man.

2. Sure, it was a niee pair of shoes, but he wanted something nieer .
3. “Niee words,” she thought as she placed the letter on top of the niee- gift,

4. She was a-niee student, with niee- manners.

1. James went to the store, and Sally went with him.

2. When the teacher went out of the room, the headmistress went too.
3. When his wife went to Australia, his excitement for life-went with her.
4. My headache went away when the children went to bed.

1. Baseball last night was fun: it was a geed- game and we had geed seats.
2. When asked if he had a geed- day, Tim replied, “Well, | watched a-geed movie.”
3. | was a-geed child. But then, | suppose, | had geed parents.

4. A geed portion of our earnings will be donated to geed causes.

1. Hove- Indian food; it contains such levely flavors.

2. Evan’s leve for music runs deep; he particularly feves rock music.

3. My grandmother always leved cooking, and |Heved watching her.

4. Beth loves- her new iPhone, but | don’t leve the way she is always on it.

1. When Mr. Smith waled out of the room, he watked with a sense of purpose.
2. As Jimmy wakied down the boardwalk, | waked- beside him.

3. My father watks down the aisle; | watk behind him with a heavy heart.

4. The gang walked into the bar; everyone else walked out.
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