The Rise of Clovis
· After Rome falls, a barbarian tribe known as the Franks is living in Gaul. 
· In 486 CE – Clovis, becomes King of the Franks at age 15. 
· He becomes the First Christian King of the Franks.

After Clovis’ death (511 CE)
· Clovis’ 4 sons take over after their father’s death.
· They are known as the ‘Merovingian House’ or the ‘Do Nothing Kings’
· Mayor of the Palace – In charge of the Kingly duties. 
· Charles Martel (688 CE) is the greatest Mayor of the Palace.

Charlemagne 

· He was tall and handsome.
· Amazing warrior.
· Became king of the Franks in 768 A.D.  
· He conquered a vast empire and was proclaimed Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire by Pope Leo III.
· He gave land to his nobles in exchange for their loyalty and military service.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· -Charlemagne encouraged education by gathering scholars to his court
· -he educated his own children and those of the nobility
· -opened schools
· -expanded his empire and united large areas of the old Western Roman Empire under his rule
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