Geography 2

Latitude Introduction

I.  Where on Earth are we?
-early explorers needed to figure out a way to navigate across the ocean
[bookmark: _GoBack]-to do this they established a grid pattern and applied to their maps (give a diagram)
-this imaginary grid pattern had both horizontal and vertical lines and they were given numbers that way the early explorers could explain where they were, where they had traveled to, and where they planned to go!  All they had to do was give the co-ordinants of any location.

II.  The Horizontal lines
-to understand what co-ordinants mean we start with the horizontal lines (the lines which run east-west) which are called latitudes
-the zero line of latitude is located around the center of the globe dividing the world into a northern section and a southern section.  This line is called the Equator.
-latitudes measure how far you are above (north) or below (south) you are from the Equator.
-There are 90 lines above the Equator and 90 lines below the Equator.  Each line is numbered from one to ninety degrees.  Each line is approximately 70 miles apart.

III.  Latitudes on a map
-latitudes are always parallel so they never meet, this is why the nickname for latitudes is parallels.
-maps that show a large area of the Earth will often only show every 10th line of latitude or even 20th 
-maps that show a small area of the Earth might show every line of latitude.
-The North Pole is 90 degrees north and the South Pole is 90 degrees south
