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Social Studies      Name: _________________________ 

 

Mother and I were huddled in our room as we could hear the commotion in 
the hallways and in the street below.  Father, frantic, quickly gathered our 
belongings from the nearly barren room and began to stuff the two 
suitcases we had.  We didn’t have many things anymore as we had to leave most 
of it at our home in Munich when we were sent here by the soldiers.  Father 
handed mother the few valuables we had, a few old photos and bits of 

jewelry, and told her to 
hide them in her clothing.  
She did. 

There was a loud bang at 
our door just before a 
soldier charged into our 
room and began demanding 
we leave the apartment 
building immediately.  I was 
terrified and grasped a 
hold of mother as tight as 
I could.  Father grabbed 
the suitcases and as we 
left our tiny apartment we 
were herded into the 
hallway with the others 
from our floor.  It was 

chaos.  Soldiers were yelling for us to hurry and go to the street.  Their 
German Sheppard’s were angrily barking at us and the smell of smoke was 
filling the hallway.  An old man had fallen in the hallway and people were 
stepping on and over him to get past.  No one helped him.  The German 
Sheppard’s barked loudly and angrily at us as though we were criminals. 

There were many large carrier trucks lined along the street at the opening 
to the courtyard of our apartment building.  It reminded me of when we were 
brought here from our home in Munich early in the year.  The soldier’s yelled 
for us to get in the back of the truck and father seemed anxious for us to get 
out of the street.  The street was filled with hundreds of people and 
soldiers.  I could hear the occasional gunshot in the distance.  My mother 
lifted me onto the bed of the truck as another man helped pull me up.  My 
mother came up next, but as father tried to pass her the suitcases a soldier 
grabbed them from him and threw them back into the street.  He hit father in 
the head with his gun and yelled for him to “move”.  Father put his head down 
and climbed into the back of the truck with the rest of us. 
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The truck arrived at a train station just outside of Warsaw after a thirty of 
forty minute trip through the city.  There were cattle cars as far as I could 
see down the train lines next to the station.  We were ordered off of the 
truck and began to head to the trains with the rest of the group.  There were 
so many people that I couldn’t see more than a few feet in front of me and 
hung onto my mother’s waist so I would not lose her in the crowd.  I could 

hear screams, crying, and soldiers 
yelling for us to “move”.  Father 
stood behind mother and me and kept 
his hands on my shoulders as we 
shifted with the crowd.  It was 
reassuring.  

Eventually we reached a point where 
we were forced into a line with 
others and the soldiers seemed to be 
ordering people into different 
trains.  I asked mother if they were 
really going to make us go on the 

train and she said she wasn’t sure.  An older woman beside me, who had a 
tattered black overcoat, leaned over and told me they wouldn’t make us go 
on the trains, because they were for animals, not for people. 

As we approached the front of the line I could see the soldiers were 
ordering the men and women onto different trains.  The women and children 
were being ordered to the train cars on the left while the men were being 
ordered to the train on the right.  Father leaned over and hugged me and said 
he’d see us soon when the trains reached the next station.  He kissed mother.  
The soldier at the front of the line grabbed father and shoved him to the 
right and yelled for mother and 
me to get onto the train car.  
Mother held my hand as we 
headed up the ramp.  It was 
slippery from the rain.  I could 
hear father yelling that he’d 
see us soon, but I could not see 
him.  He was gone into the train 
car.  We crammed into the train 
car with the rest of the women 
and children as mother held me 
close and I held as tight as I 
could.  There was very little 
room in the train car after the 
soldier’s closed the door.  We 
couldn’t even sit.   
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It was two days before we stopped and were let off of the train car.  Several 
of the people in our train car had fallen and died during the trip.  We never 
stopped for food or water and the heat inside the train car was unbearable 
at times with so many people.  Mother said the soldier’s must have made a 
mistake and forgot to stop at some of the stations.  By the time we were let 
off of the train the smell inside the train was horrible.  All of us in the train 
car had been using a bucket to go to the bathroom as there was nowhere 
else. 

It was cold and grey at the new train station.  I could only see women and 
children.  The men’s train hadn’t arrived yet.  The soldier’s ordered us to 

march forward.  The ground was muddy. I 
struggled, like many others, to keep 
moving as my legs seemed heavy after the 
long trip on the train.  We were all so 
thirsty and hungry.  Mother said they’d 
feed us soon.  We were led through a 
large barb-wire gate and inside were 
large wooden buildings being built by 
others.  

I never saw my father again. 

 

 

Directions: Using a dictionary, find the definitions for the words below that 
were in the story.  Use the blank spaces to add any other words you had 
difficulty with. 

¾ Commotion 

¾ Frantic 

¾ Grasped 

¾ Chaos 

¾ Anxious 

¾ Reassuring 

¾ Tattered 

¾ _____________ 

¾ _____________ 

¾ _____________ 
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Social Studies      Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Directions:  Complete the following questions after completing the reading 
for “From Those Who Lived It”. 

1. What did “father” ask “mother” to hide? 
a. Passports and Photos 
b. Their child 
c. Money and Train Tickets 
d. Photos and Jewelry 

 
2. Where did the speaker live before being at the “tiny apartment”? 

a. Berlin 
b. London 
c. Munich 
d. Warsaw 

 
3. Where did the carrier truck take her and her parents? 

a. Train Station outside of Warsaw 
b. Train Station outside of Berlin 
c. Bus Terminal near Munich 
d. Bus Terminal near London 

 
4. Which words could you use to best describe how the speaker felt when 

the soldier “charged in” to her apartment and her family was led out of 
the building? Explain your reasoning. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5. Which of the following would make for the best title of the story? 
a. “The Furnace” 
b. “From the Ghettoes to the Camps”  
c. “Father’s Failure” 
d. “Berlin to Munich” 
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6. Describe how the German Sheppard’s made the speaker feel in the 
apartment building. 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Why does the elderly lady in the “black overcoat” suggest to the 
speaker that the train is not for them? 

 

 

 

8. What was likely the final destination of the train? 
a. A Holocaust Ghetto 
b. Berlin 
c. The Soviet Union 
d. A Concentration Camp 

 
9. How might the speaker have described the soldiers in the story?  Use 

descriptive words in your response and explain why you think each is a 
good choice using references to the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. List at least two things the speaker “complained” about regarding the 
trip in the train car. 
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Social Studies      Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Directions:  Complete the following questions after completing the reading 
for “From Those Who Lived It”. 

1. Why do you think “Father” would want “Mother” to hide the valuables? 

 

 

 

2. What is the significance of the following statement in terms of how 
the speaker and her family were viewed by the soldiers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What historical event is being described on the first page of the 
reading?  How do you know?  Reference details from the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

I asked mother if they were really going to make us go on the train and 
she said she wasn’t sure.  An older woman beside me, who had a 

tattered black overcoat, leaned over and told me they wouldn’t make 
us go on the trains, because they were for animals, not for people. 
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4. As the family, in the story, is being loaded onto the trucks a soldier 
takes and throws the two suitcases back into the street.  Why do you 
suppose the soldier’s didn’t allow them to take their belongings? 

 

 

 

 

5. Considering what you’ve already learned about the Holocaust, why 
were the men and women separated before going on the trains? 

 

 

 

 

6. The speaker tells us that the train they were riding on never stopped at 
any of the stations along the way to the final destination, and that the 
women and children on the train went without food and water for two 
days.  Why do you suppose this was allowed to happen? 

 

 

 

 

7. What does the following statement tell us about the awareness of the 
speaker in relation to the situation they find themselves in? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It was cold and grey at the new train station.  I could only see 
women and children.  The men’s train hadn’t arrived yet.” 
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Social Studies      Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Directions:  Using the space below, continue writing the story from the 
perspective of the “Mother” character, from the point that the story left 
off at.  In your response, consider: 

¾ what may have happened to the mother and her child (The Speaker) 
¾ what experiences she may have endured or seen 
¾ how she may have felt in the situations at the camp 

Your response must be historically accurate to the events of the holocaust 
and properly convey what the victims of the holocaust likely experienced. 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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