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FACT SHEET
• About 1.25 million people die each year as a 

result of road traffic crashes
• Road traffic injuries are the leading cause of 

death among young people, aged 15 – 29 
years

• 90% of the World’s fatalities on the roads 
occur in low and middle income countries

• Half of those dying on the World’s roads are 
“vulnerable road users”: pedestrians, 
cyclists and motorcyclists

• Without action, road traffic crashes are 
predicted to rise to become the 7th leading 
cause of death by 2030



NIGERIA

• In 2013, a total of 21,199 vehicles were 
involved in crashes, in which 1,495 were 
tanker/trailer related, representing 7.05%

• The following year in 2014, a total of 16,779 
vehicles were involved out of which 998 
were tanker/trailers related, representing 
5.94%

• In 2015, a total of 17,198 vehicles were 
involved RTCs in which 844 were 
tanker/trailer related, representing 4.9%. 

• Alarmingly, 16 of these 49 crashes were 
recorded in the first week of June alone



Despite the fact that 
RTC involving all 
categories of vehicles 
– including tankers 
and trailers – have 
been trending down
 
RTCs involving tankers 
are however 
worrisome





IMPACT
• The effect of these 

crashes are not only 
measured in the loss of 
life and limb

• Vehicles and 
infrastructures are 
destroyed and the 
goods/products lost to 
spillage, damage and 
fire, also constitute 
huge economic losses



CAUSES
The FRSC, as part 
of its swift 
reaction to the 
spate of RTCs 
involving tankers, 
has identified the 
following causes:



FUEL CRISIS
• The series of fuel 

scarcity experienced 
across the country led 
to increased demand 
for vehicles to 
transport fuel across 
the Nation

• This in turn led to the 
use of non-road 
worthy vehicles, 
which would normally 
have been off the 
road



HIGH COST OF ACQUIRING NEW 
VEHICLES

• Another reason for the prevalence of non-
road worthy vehicles on the roads, is the 
prohibitive cost of articulated vehicles

• New tankers cost about N21 million (head 
only) and about N28 million for the entire 
vehicle. Meanwhile, a fairly used one sells 
for about N10 million

• However, fairly used tankers are prone to 
incessant breakdowns, road obstructions 
and RTCs



UNSAFE LOADING/OFF LOADING

• There is also the 
unsafe methods of 
loading and 
discharging 
petroleum products 
by some 
transporters

• This is especially in 
poorly constructed 
tankers which leads 
to spillage and 
leaks at the 
slightest stress



DRIVERS
• The use of underage 

and poorly trained 
drivers to drive these 
tankers, who 
sometimes due to 
youthful exuberance, 
indulge in the use of 
drugs and excessive 
speeding

• Most of the drivers 
also stay on long 
queues to load and 
end up being fatigued, 
depressed, hungry, 
exhausted and 
unkempt



ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
• Unauthorised 

increase in capacity 
of trucks and 
tankers have been 
observed in recent 
times

• This contributes to 
damaging the 
existing road 
network due to 
excessive axle load



REST AREAS
• Another cause for 

fatigue amongst 
drivers is the 
absence of 
designated and 
developed rest 
areas for truck 
drivers along the 
highways



FRSC ACTION



• Rapid removal of highway obstructions with the recently 
acquired World Bank heavy duty tow vehicles

• Establishing a 24/7 call center with dedicated emergency 
number and capacity to respond in all the major languages of 
the Federation

• Prompt rescue operations with reduced response time from 
55 minutes to 15 minutes in line with WHO golden rule

• Sensitization workshops and rallies jointly held with transport 
unions, which includes mega rallies held so far in Lagos, 
Abuja, Abeokuta, Sokoto, Kaduna, Gombe, Calabar, Port 
Harcourt, and are continuing in other Geo political zones

• Implementation of the Road Transport Safety Standardization 
Scheme (RTSSS), which regulates fleet operators

• Implementation of the tankers/trailers guidelines for 
operations

FRSC ACTION



• Introduction of the safe-to-load programme (STL) 
for safe operation of the distribution of major 
petroleum products

• The STL seeks to ensure that only vehicles that are 
in good condition, driven by qualified and 
competent drivers are allowed to be involved in the 
transportation of dry and wet cargoes on Nigeria’s 
roads

• The deployment of trained personnel to all tank 
farms for the implementation of the STL programme 
was carried out in 2015 and so far, a total of 10,782 
trucks have been checked 

FRSC ACTION II



• Under the STL programme a total of 4,211 trucks 
found not to have meet the required safety 
standards were recommended for amelioration 

• In addition, all the truck drivers found without  
valid drivers licence or those carrying fake 
drivers licence, are being assisted to obtain 
genuine drivers licence at specially designated  
drives licence centres cited at locations with high 
presence of tankers and trailers at :
– Suleja
– Port Harcourt
– Calabar
– Lagos 

FRSC ACTION III



• Development of a robust national uniform 
licensing scheme with the upgraded driver’s 
licence and vehicle number plates regime, 
which makes it possible for security 
agencies to identify, profile and track 
vehicles operating in the country

• Synergising with the transport trade unions 
to liaise with appropriate government at 
various levels for construction of standard 
rest areas for tanker drivers

• Synergising with the Federal Fire Service for 
prompt joint rescue operations for crashes 
involving fire outbreak 

FRSC ACTION IV



• Aggressive public enlightenment through 
electronic and print media

• Collaboration with SON on the prohibition 
of the use of substandard tyres

• Compulsory conduct of accident 
investigations involving tankers and trailers

• Collaboration with the relevant agencies to 
ensure that the highest standards are 
maintained as regards Vehicle inspection 
and certification of road worthiness

FRSC ACTION V



• Combating speed challenge with the 
launching the Speed Limiter Initiative WEF 
01 Apr 2016,
–  commencement of advisory enforcement till 

end of March 2016
• Collaboration with Standards Organisation 

of Nigeria (SON) and National Automotive 
Design And Development Council (NADDC) 
in licensing vendors that would procure 
speed limiter gadgets with the highest 
standards

FRSC ACTION VI



• Collaborating with the National Automotive Design And 
Development Council (NADDC) to ensure the 
importation of only standard, road worthy vehicles 
(both trailers and tankers) 

• Synergising with the Petroleum Equalization Fund (PEF)  
under the ‘Aquila Project’ , which uses the number 
plate scheme in  identifying petroleum trucks 
– This  high-tech electronic loading and delivery system 

checks leakages in the system, enthrone transparency and 
the process has checkmated the annual loss of N15 billion 
due to the activities of some unscrupulous petroleum 
tanker drivers who engage in unethical activities such as 
diversion of some petroleum products

• Drafting the Nigeria Road Safety Strategy (NRSS) with 
robust machinery for general road safety improvement, 
includimg mitigating tanker tragedies

FRSC ACTION VII





As part of the Corps’ focus to combat 
the tanker tragedies, the FRSC 2016 
strategic plan pledges to improve fleet 
regulation and sustain stakeholders’ 
consultation



ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO EXISTING FRSC ACTIONS 



Full Utilization of Other Ports Outside 
Lagos Port



Consideration for the relocation of the 
tank farms at Apapa to reduce traffic 

congestion in Lagos



Linking Of All The Ports To The Rail System 
And 

Implementation Of A Policy For 
Transportation Of Petroleum Products 

Through Rail And Pipeline



Retraining Of Truck Drivers Under The 
Drivers’ Proficiency Certification Scheme 



Reintroduction Of Weigh Bridges



Enforcement of Standards and Safe 
movement of dangerous and hazardous 

goods








