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INTRODUCTION

The quality of those who handle vehicles on our 
roads largely affects the road safety culture
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With well 
trained and 
competent 
drivers, the 
rate of traffic 
crashes and 
injuries will be 
low.



CRITICAL ROAD SAFETY CONCERNS IN NIGERIA

Nearly every home or individual in Nigeria is affected 
directly or indirectly by the road traffic scourge

Estimated 
$158,402,146,080 
loss to the 
economy in 
Nigeria from 1960-
2016 

350,961 
people killed on 
Nigerian roads 
from 1960 to 
2016

1,208,890 
people 
Injured from 
1960 to 
2016
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One of the key functions of the Corps bothers on licensing of 
drivers as clearly enshrined in the FRSC (Establishment) Act, 
2007.  
The Act as well as the National Road Traffic Regulations 
2012 also deal with some other relevant driver licensing 
issues
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ROLE OF FRSC IN  DRIVER’S LICENSE IN NIGERIA

FRSC (Establishment), 2007



Section 23(1)
- “A person shall not drive on a highway a motor vehicle of any 
class or description unless he is the holder of a valid driver’s license”
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Section 23(2)
- “A person who acts in contravention of subsection (1) of this 
section shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine 
of ten thousand naira”

Section 10 (3)(e)
- “Determining from time to time, the requirements to be satisfied 
by an applicant for a drivers licence”

Section 5(g)
- “Designing and production of driver’s licence and vehicle number 
plates to be used by various categories of vehicles”



Regulation 74(1)
- “A person shall not drive on a public road a motor vehicle 
of any class or description unless he is the holder of a valid 
driver’s licence in respect of that class of vehicle”.
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Regulation 74(2)
- “A person who contravenes the provisions of sub-
regulation (1) of this regulation commits an offence and 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine of N10,000:00 or 
term of 1 year imprisonment or to both”.

NATIONAL ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION (NRTR)

The NRTR 2012 made in pursuant to the FRSC Act also 
regulates on Driver’s License matters.



OTHER FRSC SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS INCLUDE:

Prevent or 
minimize accidents 

on the highways

Clear obstructions 
on the public 

highways

Educate all road 
users on the 

proper and safe 
use of the 
highways

Provide prompt 
rescue services 
to road traffic 

accident victims

Conduct research 
on causes and 

prevention of Road 
Traffic Accident 

and implementing 
results of such 

researches

Determine and 
enforce speed 

limits to all 
categories of 

vehicles according 
to the classes of 

roads

1 2 3 4

5
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Cooperate with  
Bodies, Agencies, 

and Groups 
engaged with road 

safety 
management 

locally and 
internationally
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Any other duties 
that the Federal 

Government may 
assign from time to 

time
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Other functions of the Corps among others, relate to 
having only competent drivers plying on our roads.



THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSE- A KEY SOLUTION

Driver’s errors contribute to  about 80% of total road traffic 
crashes in the country. Thus, evolving a mechanism to address the 
problem is apt. 
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Road and Vehicle



The Driver’s 
License confers 
authority on 
holders to drive 
on the roads

This is with a consideration that licensed 
drivers, haven obtained requisite training and 
knowledge will translate same on the roads 
to improve safety generally. 

MAIN RATIONALE FOR  LICENSING DRIVERS
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TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSE

The Nigeria Driver’s License has undergone tremendous 
transformation in the last four decades in line with road 
safety and national security needs.
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Booklet

National 
Driver’s 
License

Laminated

National 
Driver’s 
License

Enhanced 
National 
Driver’s 
License

Customized 
National 
Driver’s 
License

e-National 
Driver’s 
License

EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSE



BOOKLET-NDL

This was in use before 
the establishment of 
FRSC

The absence of a 
centralized database and 
effective retrieval 
mechanism of information 
affected the credibility as 
multiple licensing and 
unqualified access were 
possible
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Phase 1



PAPER LAMINATED-NDL

Introduced on 5 February 1990, design, general outlook 
and basic security features of the booklet NDL were 
improved upon. Also, efforts were made to centralize and 
improve the credibility of the database.
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Phase 2



ENHANCED- NDL

In 1997, the FRSC introduced the Enhanced Driver’s 
License. By its nomenclature, additional security 
features were embedded to restrict unauthorized 
access through the use of Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) 
card.
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Phase 3



CUSTOMIZED-NDL

Continuous improvements and further integrity of 
data led to the emergence of the customized NDL.
 It was launched on 18 February 2007.
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Phase 4



e-NDL

The e-Driver’s License was introduced in 2011 as 
an improvement over the customized NDL.

It was designed to meet requirements for 
reciprocity of Driver’s license in line with the 
Vienna Convention on Road Traffic.
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Phase 5



EFFORTS AT IMPROVING THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSE

Driver’s Training 
and Licensing

Driving 
School 

Operations

Regulation

Significant 
milestone 
achievements 
have been 
recorded in the 
graduation 
process on NDL

This has been possible 
through the deployment of 
cutting edge technology and 
positive collaboration with all 
Stakeholders.
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Driving Schools provide the platform for applicants of the 
National Driver’s License to be well grounded in terms of 
Knowledge, Skills and Competence

TREATING DRIVING SCHOOLS AS A FOUNDATION FOR NDL
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All that is 
basically 
required is 
acquired in the 
Driving School.

From activities in the driving range to eventual certification, 
the Driving School Standardization Programme (DSSP) has 
repositioned the system to deliver expected results.



The Driving School Standardization Programme (DSSP) has unified, 
formalized and improved driver education, training and licensing 
system in Nigeria
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CLASSES OF NDL IN NIGERIA
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A

CB

D

FE
G

J

V

H

Source: Regulation 41(1) of NRTR 2012

Motorcycles

Motor vehicle of less 
than three tonnes 
gross weight other 
than motorcycle 
commercial, taxi, 
stage carriage or 
omnibus 

Motor vehicle of less 
than three tonnes 
gross weight, other 
than motorcycles

Articulated vehicles

Earth-moving 
vehicles

Convoy driving

Special, for physically 
handicapped persons

Agricultural 
machines and 
tractors

Motor vehicle, other 
than motorcycle, taxi, 
stage carriage or 
omnibus but excluding 
an articulated vehicle or 
vehicle drawing a trailer

Motor vehicle other 
than motorcycle or 
articulated vehicle



REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING NDL
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Starts with obtaining the Learner’s Permit

Steps requirements

1 Applicant must be 18 years and above

2 Obtain form MVA 15

3 Pay prescribed fee

4 Attend a certified driving school

5 Obtain a pass from driving school with third issue learner’s 
permit

6 Drive for at least 3 months accompanied by an instructor who is a 
licensed driver

7 Affix plates displaying the letter ‘L’ on the front and rear of the 
vehicle

Source: Regulation 41-47 of the NRTR 2012
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Obtaining the Driver’s License
Steps Applicants should….
1 Not be less than 18 years of age or above 70 years
2 Have completed driving school training and certified
3 Visit www.frsc.gov.ng or www.nigeriandriverlicence.org to 

complete the application online
4 Complete application form on line with relevant information
5 Print out the application form and generate payment code

6 Make payments of prescribed fee at designated banks
7 Present self for testing (with relevant documents)

8 Testing Officer approves application for successful applicants

9 Successful applicants proceed to License Centre for biometric 
capture

10 License Centre issues temporary license valid for 60 days

11 Applicants return to MLA to collect printed license after 60 days

Source: Regulation 41-47 of the NRTR 2012
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Obtaining the Commercial Driver’s License

Steps Requirements…….
1 Must not be less than 26 years of age
2 Must possess any of the other classes of driver’s 

license (excluding Class J)

3 Must be a member of a road-related professional 
association or possess letter of employment as a 
driver

4 Complete application form on line with relevant 
information

Issued only to professional drivers….

Source: Regulation 41-47 of the NRTR 2012



PROCESSES INVOLVED IN ACQUIRING THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSE

WORK FLOW FOR OBTAINING NEW DRIVER’S LICENCE (FRESH APPLICANTS)
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Start

Obtain 
learner’s 
permit .

Choose Driving School
(Select from the list of 

Certified driving 
schools

www.frscdssp.org )

DS enrolls 
applicant

Using the DSSP 
web application

DS trains 
applicant for 26 

sessions 

No
Applicant 

pass?

DS issues a coded certificate of  
training generated by DSSP web 

application

VIO verifies  applicant’s attendance of 
DS via FRSC (www.frscdssp.org) 
/(SMS)short code before testing

Yes

DLC Officer uses the certificate code to populate 
the applicants records from driving school. 
(Commercial  drivers to include medical 
certificate)

DLC officer Processes 
Drivers License

Applicant 
pass?

Yes

No
VIO issues 

drivers  test 
certificate

BIR/MLA/MVAA verifies  applicant’s 
attendance of DS via FRSC (www.frscdssp.org) 
/(SMS) short code and confirm payment of 
applicant

Is applicant’s 
information 

verified ?
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COMPLEX PROCESS INVOLVED THE NIGERIAN DRIVER’S LICENSING SYSTEM

Obtaining the Driver’s License in Nigeria 
goes far beyond the Driver and the 
License document. 

It extends to credibility of the entire 
process and the integrity of the 
database.



IMPORTANCE OF A CREDIBLE DATABASE TO DRIVER’S LICENSING SYSTEM IN NIGERIA

The National Driver’s License just like any other, is made credible by the support of 
an integrated database. The database supports other aspect of the licensing system 
such as:
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RETRIEVAL OF 
LOST DRIVER’S 

LICENSE

SUSPENSION OR 
REVOCATION OF 

DRIVER’S 
LICENSE

RENEWAL OF 
DRIVER’S 
LICENSE

2 3
RETRIEVAL OF 
INFORMATION 

ON ALL 
HOLDERS

1

RECORDS ON 
VIOLATIONS

4 5
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The National Driver’s database complemented by other 
existing technology assist in tracking information on drivers 
from the point of registering in a Driving school to the final 
stage of issuance of License. Audit trail of the holder is also 
possible.
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TRIPARTITE STRUCTURE IN THE DRIVER’S LICENSING SYSTEM IN NIGERIA

The National Driver License is issued under 
a Tripartite arrangement: 
(SBIR+VIO+FRSC)
The State BIR is in charge of:
§ Authorization
§ Payments

FRSC Provides:
§ Capturing
§ Maintenance of national database
§ Production of the National Driver’s License

VIO is in charge of:
§ Testing

The Joint Tax Board being the umbrella body coordinates the whole 
process in terms of policy formulation and control.



Because the level of technology is generally low in the 
country, not every law enforcer can verify on the road the 
status of the National Driver’s License that is why physical 
security features (hologram, barcode, etc) came on board

DRIVER’S LICENSE ENFORCEMENT IN NIGERIA
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The insistence on every would-be driver to undergo driving 
school training has improved the quality of drivers license 
holders.

1,260 Registered 
Driving Schools

768 are certified to 
operate while 492 

have not been 
certified

Thousands are yet 
to kick start 
operations

607,739 
enrollment

431,571 graduated

Millions more are 
in the waiting to be 

trained

As at 21 
June, 
2017

KEY INDICATORS OF THE CURRENT LICENSING SYSTEM
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CHALLENGES

The remarkable 
successes 
recorded in the 
evolution of the 
National Driver’s 
License system 
has not been 
without some 
challenges
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CHALLENGES

i. Hacking into the 
DSSP web application 
and generating 
certificates in less than 
the 26 sessions 
earmarked for training
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This has been addressed by the FRSC through 
improved security on the web and sanctions to 
defaulters. Culprits are blacklisted and prosecuted

HACKING



ii. Some driving school Operators engage in 
illegal act of issuing fake driver’s licence to 
unsuspecting applicants.

iii Some still operate in ramshackle offices and 
under tree shade. 
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The State Committee on Driving School Inspection 
has been established to tackle sharp practices and 
ensure standards are followed.

The committee is comprised of….

ILLEGAL AAND UNPROFESSIONAL PRACTISES



iv. connivance 
with Driver Licence 
Centres to carry out 
some irregularities 
such as illegal or 
abnormal fees.
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The FRSC  collaborates with other security agencies 
to carry out periodic surveillance inspections to 
eliminate such practice. 

IRREGULARITIES



v. Many licenses are lying 
unclaimed. This is as a result 
of poor address system in 
Nigeria and faulty dispatched 
structure.
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The Corps is collaborating with the States on 
innovations to improve on the dispatch system.

POOR DISPATCH SYSTEM



vi. A lot of applicants fall into 
the hands of fraudulent people 
because they want to circumvent 
the process and obtain the Driver’s 
Licence “ AT ALL COST” and within 
the SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME. 
Most end up having FAKE Licenses.
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The Corps is continually working to rid the system of 
Touts while public enlightenment is embarked upon 
to guide applicants.

IMPATIENCE



Our target is to have a very 
credible Driver’s Licensing 
system that attracts global 
acceptance

OUR TARGET
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This enhances reciprocity of the 
document. 

Road safety becomes the ultimate gain.



And when 
it occurs, 
lead to NO 
death

OUR ULTIMATE GOAL IN NIGERIA
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CONCLUSION

It is no longer business as usual when it comes to 
acquiring National Driver’s License in Nigeria

Mechanism in place have tightened the noose of 
vulnerability thereby making the National Driver’s 
License a document of choice when national security 
and biometrics are concerned 

Let’s all join the efforts!!!
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+23480 7769 0362

SMS OnlyPhone Only

Call toll free on: 122
0700 – CALL - FRSC
0700 – 2255 – 3772

THANK YOU

www.frsc.gov.ng




