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Welcome to this one-day workshop

Let me recall that the  National Drivers’ license was launched in 1990 

with the vision to create credible database on drivers in the country. 
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The policy of uniform licensing system was informed by: 

•  need to utilise information technology 

• collate data on drivers

• unify the process of acquisition of the driver’s licenses

• standardise the procedures with a view to introducing integrity into 

the system
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The scheme later faced with various challenges of: 

• inadequate investment to constantly upgrade the system in line with 

developments in science and technology 

• lack of capacity to meet the demands of the state governments 

• role of some stakeholders who were not committed to the success 

of the scheme. 
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These factors coupled with the ro le  of  para l le l  producers 

unfortunately undermined the system, leading to consequent threats 

by some states to set up their own parallel production centres

In order to restore the lost integrity of the system and bring all 

stakeholders back on the same page, therefore, there have been 

various levels of upgrade introduced into the system, 

culminating in the last one that was launched by the President and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, His Excellency, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan GCFR on 2nd 

September, 2011
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Since its introduction about three years ago, the new driver’s license 

and number plates have been experiencing tremendous improvements, 

especially with the introduction of :

• on-line registration; 

• certification of fresh applicants by the approved driving schools; 

• on-line payment by applicants;

•  biometric capturing and vision testing as the basic prerequisite for 

obtaining original licenses.
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The Corps commissioned Class ‘’E’’ category of licence for commercial 

drivers with commensurate prequalification on 17 December, 2010.

Work is currently on-going to incorporate class ‘’V’’ category for convoy 

drivers with minimum qualification.
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Though there are still challenges in accomplishing the task, I wish to 

assure you that Management is not resting on its oars

We are confident that we would soon overcome all the challenges 

hindering effective operation of the system
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Let me warn those that tout in any of the FRSC products to desist 

forthwith, as the full arm of the law would fall on anyone caught 

engaging in fraudulent activity by way of subjecting the applicants to 

deliberate delay or surcharging them under the pretext of poor 

network. 
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Racketeering of all kinds would not be tolerated under the new 

system, while parallel production and other vices that are inimical to 

the smooth operation of the scheme would not be condoned by the 

Management
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We are committed to the success of the scheme and nothing would be 

allowed to serve as obstacles towards the realisation of the set goals 
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Whoever that is found wanting in this national project would have 

himself to blame

as the culprits would not be spared 

but subjected to the fullest wrath of the FRSC disciplinary measures 

with possibility of civil prosecution
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Let me once again reiterate that we would pursue with greater vigour: 

• protection of the integrity

• sustainability of the scheme. 

Nigerians have reposed enormous confidence in us, and we must do all 

we can to justify the public trust by remaining committed to the 

preservation of the integrity of the system and safety of all road 

users. 
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I assure all stakeholders that we would never look back in our journey 

towards saving the helpless Nigerians from the hands of reckless 

drivers by:

• aggressive patrols

• enforcement of traffic laws 

• efficient rescue of victims of road traffic crashes
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We would also ensure that 

we have credible records of 

all those that drive motor 

vehicles in the country

A commitment we have made to 

N i g e r i a n s ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  n o t 

compromise in attaining the goals
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• Investment in the Driver’s Licence Print Farm at Abuja

 

• Established two more production plants at Gwagwawalada and Awka
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With these investments:

• printing

• production 

• timely delivery 

to the owners through the state governments would be facilitated, and 

the apathy associated with the projects properly addressed
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80 Driver’s Licence Centres fully equipped as at December, 2013

currently 104 Centres are now fully operational, 

we have demonstrated our commitment to the success of the scheme 

by the end of 2014, we would have created additional 96 centres to 

bring the total number of functional centres to 200 nationwide
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This would alleviate the plight of the applicants who face long queues in 

some centres before undergoing physical capturing  

In view of the tripartite nature of the licensing system, we would 

continue to collaborate with relevant stakeholders to create conducive 

environment for the smooth operation of the programme

We would work more closely with the state governments, Joint Tax 

Board, Vehicle Inspection Officers and Board of Internal Revenue of 

the different states
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Let me assure all staff of my commitment to staff welfare, and 

creation of conducive working environment that would restore 

confidence in the system

As I stated in one of my earlier addresses, this Management will 

operate on the principles of Consultation, Reward and Punishment to 

give every staff of the Corps a new sense of belonging, responsibility 

and commitment to hard work
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While we would ensure adequate consultation at all levels, we would 

transparently reward excellence

But no wrong doing or act of indiscipline in the system would be 

condoned and go unpunished 
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On this note, it is my pleasure to declare this workshop open to 

the glory of Almighty God and safety of all road users



THANK YOU
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