
CURRICULUM AIMS 

To provide an aspirational curriculum that enables all students to maximise their potential and be successful. 

Therefore we aim to: 

 Teach knowledge and skills in an exciting, engaging learning environment, where students embrace 

challenge and strive to be the best they can be 

 Provide a broad, balanced and personalised curriculum for all students, that will lead to long term 

future success 

 Conform to the statutory National Curriculum requirements 

 Promote an appropriate curriculum for each individual, whether that be a full or part English 

Baccalaureate programme at KS4 (the EBacc consists of GCSEs in the compulsory core subjects 

Maths, English and Science with History or Geography and Spanish or French) 

 Offer progression routes Post 16 including a wide range of facilitating and specialist subjects. 

 Engage parents and students in decisions regarding guided choices at KS4 and KS5 

 Continually develop essential core skills and attributes for life-long learning including; curiosity, 

resilience, independence, aspiration and respect for others and the community 

 Develop self-confidence and well-being, believing that happiness and sound mental and physical 

health are catalysts for success in the classroom and beyond 

 Take into account individual needs and preferred learning styles 

 Provides additional enrichment beyond the classroom 

 

CURRICULUM STATEMENT (What does this look like in practice?) 

KS3 (Years 7-9) 

Students in Year 7, 8 and 9 are set in most groups.  The setting is based on information from KS2.  Setting is a 

starting point though students may change sets throughout the year according to the growth and potential 

they demonstrate.  Students study English, Maths, Science, Music, Art, Drama, Foreign Languages (Spanish 

and French), Geography, History, Computing, Philosophy and Ethics (including World Religions), Physical 

Education and Design & Technology.  As well as subject specific knowledge, each subject in the national 

curriculum provides a bespoke set of transferable skills, preparing students not only for KS4 study but for life 

in our society.  For example:  Design and Technology develops students’ spiritual awareness of aesthetics 

and ‘style’ as well as developing a logical, design process approach to problem solving; PE not only supports 

with physical and mental fitness, it fosters positive personality traits of good sportsmanship and resilience; 

Drama plays a huge role in terms of developing self-esteem and empathy, as well as unpicking social, moral 

and cultural mis-conceptions.  It is for these reasons, we fundamentally believe in a 3 year KS3, embedding 

core skills and committing foundation knowledge into long term memory.  

During Y9, students and parents receive careers advice to support them with choices about some of the 

subjects they wish to study for GCSE, ensuring pathways are right for each individual. 

A small group of students who join our school with specific complex needs experience small timetable 

changes in Y7, Y8 and Y9 to support with additional literacy and numeracy.  They also experience less 

movement, engaging with fewer but more specialist teachers to support their needs. 

 

 



 

KS4 (Years 10 and 11) 

Our Key Stage 4 Curriculum is broad so that students can experience a range of opportunities across the 

curriculum; balanced because it is unwise for students to narrow down their options before the age of 16; 

relevant to students’ individual needs and to the demands of a rapidly-changing world; and personalised so 

that the level and type of work are suited to the ability and learning style of each individual student.  These 

are longstanding curriculum principles, which we believe will stand our students in good stead during the 

current period of great educational change.  

Our ‘core’ curriculum at KS4 (i.e. what every student studies) is delivered for (32)/50 hours per fortnight.  It 

consists of Maths (9), English (both Language and Literature) (9), Science (either dual award or separate 

sciences) (10 +6*), PE (3) and Philosophy and Ethics (1), ensures all students are able to achieve the essential 

skills, knowledge and GCSE outcomes to prepare them academically for any future pathway.   

A choice of three additional options delivered for 18/50 hours per fortnight (6 each subject) from a wide 

range of subject choices provides the opportunity for specialism.  All students have access to the full English 

Baccalaureate and all are supported by strong and sensitive guidance. 

Predominantly, courses are GCSEs, however, we offer some BTEC courses for those who find this assessment 

pathway more accessible. 

Courses for study for Y10 students from September 2019 are listed below. 

BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 BLOCK 3 

Geography Art & Design Art & Design 

History Child Development Drama 

 French Geography Engineering 

Spanish History Hospitality & Catering 

Computer Science  ICT (Creative iMedia) Health & Social Care 

Alternative Curriculum Motor Vehicle Film Studies 

  Music ICT (Creative iMedia) 

  Sports Science Separate Sciences* 

  Textile Design   

 

All students have access to the English Baccalaureate.  Guidance supports parents and students to make 

appropriate choices; no students are forced to take subjects outside the core curriculum. 

A very small number of students may be guided to follow an alternative curriculum which supports study for 

other subjects.  Alternative Curriculum and Motor Vehicle are courses which do not lead to a GGSE (or 

equivalent) outcome. 

 



 

POST 16 (Year 12 and 13) 

The post 16 curriculum is built on the principles of KS3 and KS4, ensuring clear progression routes.  Students 

choose three subjects, sometimes four, depending on ability.  Subjects include a wide range of facilitating 

and specialist subjects. 

A programme of PHSCE has been developed to address the themes - Living in the wider world, relationships 

and mental wellbeing. It is through this programme we deliver essential age relevant advice and guidance 

about critical thinking, growth mind-set, recognising anxiety and stress, examination preparation as well as 

guidance on applying to University.  Sessions are delivered by qualified staff who collaborate regularly about 

the shape and content of the programme and how it can be best delivered.  We also support students with 

impartial careers information.   

Throughout the year experts deliver seminars that reinforce our teaching of the key themes. This includes 

sessions by the University of Nottingham and Trent University on career pathways and finance and The 

National Citizen Service and their various programmes. Other contributors are chosen each year as the need 

may arise, particularly in response to safeguarding. 

TEACHING ACROSS ALL KEY STAGES 

Challenge for all is ensured through the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy in lessons to scaffold learning progression.  

Bloom’s methodology classes educational learning objectives and cognitive development into levels of 

increasing complexity.  This means that it supports students in their understanding and application of 

knowledge and at the higher levels, facilitates their ability to evaluate and innovate.  Challenge is also 

ensured by the regular and purposeful use of strong ‘Assessment for Learning’ strategies. 

Literacy is promoted throughout the school, in all lessons.  Our Literacy strategy encourages oracy, 

promoting articulate learners and places a strong emphasis on reading. 

Independent learning is encouraged from an early age, indeed from the start of Y7.  Teachers look for 

opportunities to provide growth in students as autonomous learners, capable of looking for, and finding 

solutions using a variety of strategies, exercising resilience. 

ASSESSMENT 

Students at all Key Stages are tracked to ensure they are making at least expected progress. 

KS4 outcomes are assessed nationally by a 9-1 grading system where 9 represents exceptional performance 

against the national mean.  Nationally, students are set expected targets for GCSE which the school is 

measured against in performance tables (Progress 8).  Consequently, the school monitors student 

performance against these expectations and reports to parents if students are on track to meet the 

expectations.  These judgements are the culmination of teacher asessments throughout the year including 

looking at books, assessing students’ attitude to learning in lessons and measuring their performance in tests 

and other assessments each term. 

Post 16 students have similar, nationally moderated benchmarks based on their KS4 outcomes.  We use the 

‘A Level Performance System’ (ALPS) national database to set targets for our students which challenges us to 

achieve outcomes in the top 25% nationally. 

 

 



IMPACT 

We are proud of the education we provide at Wilsthorpe.  It helps to create responsible young adults, well 

prepared for life after school in Modern Britain. 

Wilsthorpe students leave the school with strong moral values; they display empathy for others forming 

strong relationships; they have a good work ethic demonstrating the ability to learn independently and their 

good behaviour is evident by the standards they demonstrate in situations where they are not directly 

supervised.  They also leave the school with improving examination outcomes, many of whom join the 

school with prior attainment well below the national average. 

Students acquire strong literacy and numeracy skills, demonstrated both by outcomes at GCSE and the high 

proportion of our students who have developed a love of reading throughout their time here. 

Our students demonstrate a level of independence in terms of their own learning strategies which has 

helped support strong Post 16 outcomes in recent years. 

Our students are praised for a maturity beyond their years by visitors to the school and by the people they 

meet during visits and residentials outside the school context. 

EET figures are strong (students who leave school and move into Education, Employment or Training), with 

100% of our Y11 leavers achieving this in 2018. 

 

 


