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At the start of this session, Senate Democrats focused on continuing to
implement our Granite State Opportunity Plan to build an economy that
works for everyone. Senate Democrats introduced legislation to address
skyrocketing prescription drug costs, reestablish and raise the minimum
wage, combat the opioid epidemic, protect and expand workers’ rights and
provide a fair contract for state employees, ensure affordable access to
reproductive health care, and expand renewable energy opportunities in
New Hampshire. In mid-March, however, our work shifted as our state - and
our country - began grappling with the coronavirus pandemic. Legislative
activities were suspended until we could develop ways to conduct meetings
and hearings remotely. Due to capacity, the Senate’s legislative agenda was
paired back to prioritize bills that would have a positive impact on the effort
to curb COVID-19 and protect the physical and economic health of Granite
Staters, provide safe and secure access to the 2020 elections for eligible
voters, and ensure the continuity of state and local governments. Due to
House Republicans’ refusal to amend deadlines, omnibus packages were
formed in the Senate as amendments to House bills to preserve as many
initiatives as possible while protecting the legislative process and the public’s
right to know. The remainder of the session was carried out over six weeks in
May and June. All told, in 2020 just sixty-one bills were sent to the Governor
but together they comprise 230 separate initiatives. All but three of those
bills had bipartisan support in the House or Senate.
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LETTER FROM SENATE PRESIDENT DONNA
SOUCY AND MAJORITY LEADER DAN FELTES
Dear Friends,
Thank you for reading this report. When Senate Democrats set out to win the
majority in the State Senate in 2018, we laid out a concrete plan of what
we'd do: the Granite State Opportunity Plan.
Voters entrusted us with the majority, and we delivered on our promises,
always looking out for working families and small businesses - not just those
at the top - including during this pandemic. Along the way, we appreciate all
the help of so many committed stakeholders and citizens, contributing their
time, expertise, and stories and raising their voice to get things done and
move New Hampshire forward.
Together, we can and we will emerge from this pandemic a stronger state.
Be well,
Donna Soucy & Dan Feltes
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COMBATING
COVID-19
In March, as the novel coronavirus began
to reach New Hampshire’s borders,
Senate Democrats introduced a package
of COVID-19 relief measures. However,
due to the temporary suspension of the
Legislature, that amendment was unable
to move through the process and instead
Senate Democrats introduced multiple
initiatives as amendments to House bills our Granite Promise Plan to provide relief
and recovery to Granite State workers,
families, communities, and businesses
impacted by coronavirus.
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COMBATING COVID-19
HB 1129 - AMENDMENT 2020-1480S (SECOND NEW TITLE) RELATIVE TO NOTICE
REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL PUBLIC HEARINGS, PROVIDING FOR
OPTIONAL TOWN MEETING PROCEDURES DURING THE STATE OF EMERGENCY
DECLARED IN RESPONSE TO THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19), AND
RELATIVE TO ONLINE REPORTING OF CARES ACT DISBURSEMENTS
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Jon Morgan
Description: This bill provides critical accommodations for cities, towns, village districts,
and school districts for budgeting and alternative annual town meeting procedures during
the state of emergency declared in response to COVID-19 and requires online reporting of
CARES Act disbursements.
HB 1249 - AMENDMENT 2020-1570S RELATIVE TO THE COMMISSION ON THE
INTERDISCIPLINARY PRIMARY CARE WORKFORCE; RELATIVE TO MULTICOUNTY
GRAND JURIES; AND ALLOWING REMOTE NOTARIZATION OF PAPER ESTATE PLANNING
DOCUMENTS DURING THE COVID-19 STATE OF EMERGENCY
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: HB 1249 as amended sought to provide the following COVID-19
accommodations: authorizing the Chief Justice of the Superior Court to issue an order
convening a multicounty grand jury; and allowing witnessing of a will and appearance before
a notary public by remote video conference for purposes of executing estate planning
documents during the COVID-19 state of emergency.
HB 1247 RELATIVE TO MORTGAGE DEFAULTS AND NONPAYMENT OF RENT DURING
THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19) OUTBREAK STATE OF EMERGENCY
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: HB 1247 as amended constitutes an omnibus housing rights package to
provide protections for homeowners and renters in relation to the COVID-19 state of
emergency.
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HB 1166 - AMENDMENT 2020-1471S RELATIVE TO UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION,
CERTAIN SANITARY PROTECTIONS FOR COVID-19, EXTENDING THE FEDERAL FAMILY
AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT FOR CERTAIN COVID-19 PROTECTIONS, AND WAIVING COST
SHARING FOR TESTING AND TREATMENT FOR COVID-19
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsors: Senate President Donna Soucy and Senator Dan Feltes
Description: HB 1166 as amended addressed worker safety during the coronavirus
pandemic, including provisions to provide testing and health care access for those impacted
by COVID-19, provide free PPE for small businesses, and strengthen unemployment
insurance protections for Granite Staters.

HHB 1246 - AMENDMENT 2020-1430S RELATIVE TO REPORTING OF HEALTH CARE
ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS, ESTABLISHING A COVID-19 NURSING HOME AND LONGTERM CARE FUND, RELATIVE TO AN INDEPENDENT COVID-19 NURSING HOME AND
LONG-TERM CARE REVIEW, NEEDS ASSESSMENT, AND RECOMMENDATIONS,
AUTHORIZING PHARMACISTS TO ADMINISTER A COVID-19 VACCINE, AND RELATIVE
TO THE REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS OF TRAINING NURSING ASSISTANTS
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsors: Senator Martha Fuller Clark and Senator Dan Feltes
Description: This bill sought to address the COVID-19 crisis in New Hampshire’s nursing
homes and long-term care facilities, advance worker recruitment in nursing homes and longterm care, and provide funding for the child care scholarship program.
HB 1639 - AMENDMENT 2020-1435S RELATIVE TO HEALTH CARE
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Tom Sherman
Description: This omnibus health care package includes a provision to permit pharmacists
to administer a COVID-19 vaccine when developed, which will increase access to the
anticipated vaccine in New Hampshire.
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SENATE
DEMOCRATS’
GRANITE STATE
OPPORTUNITY PLAN
In 2018, Senate Democrats campaigned
on our Granite State Opportunity Plan.
For the first time in recent memory, the
minority party laid out exactly what we
would accomplish if we were elected to
the majority. We made those promises
and once elected, we kept them. This
year, we built on our efforts to increase
job training opportunities, protect and
expand access to affordable health care including prescription drugs, and advance
renewable energy opportunities and we
continued our fight to reestablish and
raise New Hampshire’s minimum wage
and implement a comprehensive paid
family and medical leave program for all
Granite State workers.
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FIGHTING FOR NEW
HAMPSHIRE WORKERS
PAID LEAVE

No one should be forced to choose between caring for themselves or a loved one and economic
security, but that is unfortunately what happens in New Hampshire currently. That’s why
Senate Democrats led the effort to implement comprehensive paid family and medical leave in
2019. Despite Governor Sununu’s veto of SB 1, this year Senate Democrats worked with our
House colleagues to shepherd Representative Wallner’s bill through the process because we
know comprehensive paid family and medical leave is critical to attracting and retaining the
workforce of tomorrow, combating our opioid epidemic, and caring for an aging population; the
need for this program has only been exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic.

HB 712 RELATIVE TO A FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE INSURANCE
PROGRAM
Status: Vetoed
Sponsors: Senator Martha Fuller Clark, Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill would have established a system of paid family and medical leave
insurance for all Granite State workers.

MINIMUM WAGE:

For the eighth year in a row, Senate President Donna Soucy introduced legislation to reestablish
and raise New Hampshire’s minimum wage - SB 410. Due to the pandemic, that legislation could
not move forward but HB 731 was amended to reflect her effort to ensure New Hampshire
wages compete with our neighboring states, all of whom have a minimum wage of at least
$10/hour.

HB 731 - AMENDMENT 2020-1342S RELATIVE TO THE STATE MINIMUM
HOURLY RATE
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senate President Donna Soucy
Description: This bill would have reestablished and gradually raised New Hampshire’s
minimum wage to $10/hour in 2021 and $12/hour in 2023.
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WORKERS OMNIBUS BILL - HB 1494
SB 448 RELATIVE TO CERTIFICATION OF AN EMPLOYEE BARGAINING UNIT
Status: Laid on the table
Prime Sponsor: Senator Dan Feltes
Description: This bill requires the PELRB to officially certify an organization (most likely a
union) which receives a majority authorization for the purpose of collective bargaining.
Meaning, that if a majority of a public employer’s employees petition to become a part of an
organization to collectively bargain, the PELRB must certify/officially recognize this. The bill
also required that said public employer must recognize the chosen employee organization
as the exclusive representative for purposes of collective bargaining for these employees.
SB 417 RELATIVE TO NEGOTIATIONS BY INDIVIDUAL PUBLIC EMPLOYEE BARGAINING
UNITS
Status: Laid on the table
Prime Sponsor: Senator Kevin Cavanaugh
Description: This bill would ensure that should a bargaining unit within an public
organization declare an impasse in contract negotiation proceedings with the public
organization/employer, that other bargaining units within said public organization would
not be forced to also declare an impasse in proceedings. This would allow for more fairness
in bargaining, and decrease the ability of one bargaining unit to dictate the terms and
process for other bargaining units under a public employer.

BOOSTED BROADBAND ACCESS FOR REMOTE
LEARNING,WORK & TELEHEALTH - HB 1111
As the pandemic progressed, many jobs transitioned to remote work, and access to broadband
became an even more critical workforce issue. Expanding capacity provides good jobs and
ensures that Granite State workers and businesses have access to the telecommunications tools
necessary to participate and compete in a 21st century economy.
SB 457 ESTABLISHING COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICTS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1111
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jeanne Dietsch
Description: This bill provides for the establishment of communications districts that work
similarly to sewer districts in that municipalities can choose to join together to provide
services.
SB 559 RELATIVE TO MUNICIPAL BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1111
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jay Kahn
Description: This bill permits municipalities to consider areas unserved if broadband
providers fail to respond to a request for information within two months, or if the
transmission rates fail to meet a telecommunications capability as defined by section 706 of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
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STATE EMPLOYEE CONTRACT

Our state employees have been on the forefront of the coronavirus pandemic since day one-they have kept New Hampshire safe, often at great personal risk, and have done so without a
contract which they have been fighting for for nearly a year. The lack of a fair contract hurts our
state’s ability to retain and recruit workers which, in turn, hurts New Hampshire as a whole.
Senate Democrats stand with our state employees in demanding a fair contract, and we took
action to make that happen. In 2020, the Democratically led Joint Committee on Employee
Relations held hearings on the fact-finder reports between the State of New Hampshire and
seven collective bargaining units representing state employees. The reports were previously
rejected by Governor Sununu, who also refused to bring them before the Executive Council for
Several Months. In June, Senate Democrats moved to accept the reports, followed by similar
action in the House.
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EXPANDING ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE,
QUALITY HEALTH CARE FOR ALL GRANITE
STATERS
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS - HB 1280

New Hampshire faces the highest health care costs in the nation, including skyrocketing
prescription drugs. That’s why Senate Democrats made addressing this crisis a top priority this
session, introducing a package of bills to ensure no family was forced to choose between their
health and their financial security. In addition to the Senate bills outlined below, HB 1280 also
included provisions to cap monthly costs of insulin and require insurance coverage of epipens.
SB 685 ESTABLISHING A WHOLESALE PRESCRIPTION DRUG IMPORTATION PROGRAM
AND ESTABLISHING THE NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESCRIPTION DRUG COMPETITIVE
MARKETPLACE
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1280
Prime Sponsor: Senator Dan Feltes
Description: This bill establishes a wholesale importation program for prescription drugs
from Canada by or on behalf of the state. This bill requires the Department of Health and
Human Services to design the program and obtain federal approval for the program.
SSB 686 RELATIVE TO PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFITS PAID BY HEALTH PLANS AND
ESTABLISHING THE NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESCRIPTION DRUG COMPETITIVE
MARKETPLACE
Status: Section 2 signed into law as part of HB 1280
Prime Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: Section 2 of this bill was included in HB 1280 to establish the New Hampshire
prescription drug competitive marketplace; switching to an online reverse auction for the
state’s pharmacy benefits management contract can save New Hampshire taxpayers up to
$22.2 million a year.
SB 687 RELATIVE TO TRANSPARENCY IN PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING AND
ESTABLISHING A NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESCRIPTION DRUG AFFORDABILITY BOARD
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1280
Prime Sponsor: Senator Tom Sherman
Description: This bill establishes a prescription drug affordability board.
SB 688 RELATIVE TO THE PRICING OF GENERIC PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1280
Prime Sponsor: Senator Martha Fuller Clark
Description: This bill clarifies the pricing of generic prescription drugs under the law
governing consumer protection.
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SB 691 RELATIVE TO PRIOR AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1280
Prime Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill clarifies the procedure for prior authorization for prescription drugs
on the formulary under the managed care law.

SAFE DRINKING WATER & PFAS PROTECTIONS HB 1264
Senate Democrats led bipartisan efforts this session to address PFAS contamination, ensure
drinking water safety, and assist communities with the costs of remediation.
SB 287 SETTING THE MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVELS FOR CERTAIN
PERFLUOROCHEMICALS IN DRINKING WATER
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1264
Prime Sponsor: Senator Tom Sherman
Description: This bill sets maximum contaminant limits for perfluorochemicals in drinking
water based upon the standards adopted by the NH Department of Environmental Services.
SB 496 ESTABLISHING A PER AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES FUND AND
PROGRAMS AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1264
Prime Sponsor: Senator David Watters
Description: This bill establishes the perfluorinated and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
fund, makes an appropriation to the Department of Environmental Services for the
remediation of PFAS contamination, and establishes a low interest loan program for certain
water and wastewater systems affected by PFAS contamination.
SB 623 REQUIRING INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR PFAS AND PFC BLOOD TESTS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1264
Prime Sponsor: Senator Shannon Chandley
Description: This bill requires insurance coverage for perfluroalkyls (PFAS) and
perfluorinated compound (PFC) blood testing.

TELEMEDICINE - HB 1623

Senate Democrats recognized the need to expand access to telehealth prior to the pandemic,
the transition to remote health care in response to coronavirus has underscored that need.
SB 647 RELATIVE TO TELEMEDICINE AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1623
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jay Kahn
Description: This bill clarifies prescribing certain drugs via telemedicine.
SB 555 RELATIVE TO TELEMEDICINE COVERAGE AND REIMBURSEMENTS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1623
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jay Kahn
Description: This bill expands eligible telehealth services to be covered under the Medicaid
program and the New Hampshire telemedicine act.
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REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH PARITY

This bill expands on previously adopted insurance plan requirements to cover maternity
benefits and fertility care by adding coverage for abortion services to ensure that everyone has
the access to safe, affordable reproductive health care that enables them to make decisions that
are best for themselves and their families without the fear of crushing financial burden.
HB 685 - AMENDMENT 2020-1364S RELATIVE TO INSURANCE PLANS THAT COVER
MATERNITY BENEFITS
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill, known as the Reproductive Health Parity Act of 2020, requires
insurance plans which cover maternity benefits to provide coverage for emergency or
elective abortion care.

MEDICAID DENTAL BENEFITS

A lack of access to preventative dental care can lead to long-term negative health effects and,
when not caught and treated early, emergency medical procedures. In total, New Hampshire
currently spends around $1.5 million per year on dental related emergency room visits. By
providing dental coverage to the approximately $100,000 New Hampshire adults currently
enrolled in traditional and expanded Medicaid, this bill sought to increase the health and
financial security for those individuals and save the state money in emergency care costs.
HB 250 - AMENDMENT 2020-1372S ESTABLISHING A DENTAL BENEFIT UNDER THE
STATE MEDICAID PROGRAM
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill requires the commissioner of the Department of Health and Human
Services to solicit information and to contract with dental managed care organizations to
provide dental care to persons under the Medicaid managed care program.

LONG-TERM CARE - HB 578

Ensuring the health and safety of residents at New Hampshire’s long-term care facilities is
critical for our aging population; Senate Democrats also led efforts to ensure these facilities,
which have been hard hit by COVID-19, have the resources necessary to care for our elders.
SB 545 ESTABLISHING A COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE SAFETY OF RESIDENTS AND
EMPLOYEES IN LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 578
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jon Morgan
Description: This bill establishes a committee to study the safety of residents and
employees in long-term care facilities.
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LONG-TERM CARE - HB 578 (CONT.)
SB 715 RELATIVE TO COST CONTROLS IN LONG-TERM CARE
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 578
Prime Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill clarifies the cost controls for long-term care services.
SB 570 RELATIVE TO THE REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS OF TRAINING NURSING
ASSISTANTS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 578
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jay Kahn
Description: This bill helps long-term care facilities address the costs of training by
requiring the Commissioner of Health and Human Services to amend the state Medicaid
plan amendment and adopt rules for reimbursement of the costs of training nursing
assistants.

OPIOID EPIDEMIC

Senate Democrats continued leading the way on measures to combat the state’s opioid
epidemic and provide continued care to vulnerable populations.
HB 1230 - AMENDMENT 2020-1559S MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURPOSE
OF FUNDING SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER SERVICES IN NASHUA
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Cindy Rosenwald
Description: This bill gives the city of Nashua flexibility to use its resources to fight the
opioid epidemic during this unprecedented time.
SB 744 ESTABLISHING A COMMISSION TO REVIEW DRUG OVERDOSE FATALITY
INFORMATION AND DATA
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1639
Prime Sponsor: Senate President Donna Soucy
Description: This bill establishes the New Hampshire drug overdose fatality review
commission to review information and data related to drug overdose fatalities in New
Hampshire.
SB 762 ESTABLISHING AN OPIOID ABATEMENT TRUST FUND
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1639
Prime Sponsor: Senate President Donna Soucy
Description: This bill establishes an opioid abatement trust fund. The Department of Health
and Human Services, in consultation with the New Hampshire opioid abatement advisory
commission, shall use the fund to support programs associated with the prevention,
treatment, and recovery of substance use disorders.
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PRESERVING NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
ENVIRONMENT & EXPANDING RENEWABLE
ENERGY
SB 159 RELATIVE TO NET ENERGY METERING LIMITS FOR CUSTOMER-GENERATORS
Status: Vetoed; Veto Overridden in the Senate
Cosponsors: Senator Rosenwald; Senator Kahn; Senator Fuller Clark; Senator Watters;
Senator Sherman
Description: This bill was a bipartisan net metering bill that sought to raise the limit on net
metering from 1 to 5 megawatts; it was amended during the process to address some of
Governor Sununu’s concerns (which resulted in two other net metering vetoes), including
requiring 50% of energy produced by the generator to be used on site, resulting in less
energy being put back on the grid. Current statute sets that requirement at just 20%.
SB 122 RELATIVE TO EXPENDITURES FROM THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND
Status: Vetoed
Prime Sponsor: Senator Martha Fuller Clark
Description: SB 122 sought to restore our energy efficiency fund to its original, bipartisan
intent and to the way we reduce electric bills the most - investments in energy efficiency.
SB 124 (NEW TITLE) RELATIVE TO THE MINIMUM ELECTRIC RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO
STANDARDS
Status: Vetoed
Prime Sponsor: Senator Martha Fuller Clark
Description: SB 124 sought to increase New Hampshire’s Renewable Portfolio Standard,
which flatlines in 2025. This would have addressed New Hampshire’s high energy bills,
which are driven by regional transmission costs allocated to New Hampshire because we’re
not investing in energy efficiency measures like our neighboring New England states.
SB 166 RELATIVE TO COMPETITIVE ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER REQUIREMENTS UNDER NET
ENERGY METERING
Status: Signed into law
Prime Sponsor: Senator Dan Feltes
Description: This bill opens up more opportunities for community renewable power by
adding municipal and county aggregators to provisions governing competitive electricity
suppliers for the credit or purchase of electrical supply under net energy metering.
SB 591 (HB 1234) ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL REDUCTION
GOAL
Status: Vetoed as part of HB 1234
Prime Sponsor: Senator David Watters
Description: This bill sought to establish a statewide solid waste disposal reduction goal and
revise requirements relative to the state solid waste plan.
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SB 668 (HB 1245) ESTABLISHING AN OFFSHORE WIND COMMISSION, ESTABLISHING AN
OFFICE OF OFFSHORE WIND INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR
Status: Signed as part of HB 1245
Prime Sponsor: Senator David Watters
Description: This bill establishes an offshore wind commission and an office of offshore
wind industry development in the Department of Business and Economic Affairs to put New
Hampshire in the best possible position to take full advantage of the associated job
development, education, and economic expansion that comes with the development of the
offshore wind industry.
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SAFEGUARDING GRANITE
STATERS’ RIGHT TO VOTE
HB 1266 - AMENDMENT 2020-1582S (SECOND NEW TITLE) MAKING TEMPORARY
MODIFICATIONS TO THE ABSENTEE VOTER REGISTRATION, ABSENTEE BALLOT
APPLICATION, AND ABSENTEE VOTING PROCESSES IN RESPONSE TO THE NOVEL
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) DISEASE
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Tom Sherman
Description: This bill as amended contains a package of bipartisan initiatives to ensure
election accessibility during the COVID-19 state of emergency, including permitting eligible
voters to vote absentee if they are concerned about the threat of COVID-19.
HB 1665 ESTABLISHING AN INDEPENDENT ADVISORY COMMISSION ON REDISTRICTING
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Shannon Chandley and Senator Melanie Levesque
Description: In 2019, Senator Chandley introduced SB 8 to establish an independent
redistricting commission. In working with our House colleagues, HB 365 was moved
forward instead, a bipartisan bill to establish an open and transparent process enabling full
public consideration of and comment on the drawing of district lines. Unfortunately,
Governor Sununu vetoed that bill. In 2020, House and Senate Democrats collaborated with
our Republican colleagues to move HB 1665 forward but that bill was again thwarted by the
Governor.
HB 1672 - AMENDMENT 2020-1373S RELATIVE TO ABSENTEE VOTING
Status: Vetoed
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Melanie Levesque
Description: This bill sought to modernize New Hampshire’s elections and put in place
measures that would expand access to elections for eligible voters - for the 2020 elections
impacted by COVID-19 and into the future - including authorizing online voter registration
and allowing voters to vote by absentee ballots and municipalities to process those ballots
prior to election day.
SB 7 ESTABLISHING THE SECURE MODERN ACCURATE REGISTRATION ACT (SMART ACT)
Status: Vetoed
Prime Sponsor: Senator Melanie Levesque
Description: The Secure Modern Accurate Registration Technology (“SMART”) Act sought
to modernize New Hampshire’s election infrastructure and make registration more
accessible to eligible Granite State voters by interfacing voter registration with the DMV
and automatically registering New Hampshire residents 18 years of age and older to vote,
unless they decline.
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REFORMING OUR
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM &
PROTECTING VICTIMS
OF CRIME
In 2020, Senate Democrats continued our
work to improve New Hampshire’s criminal
justice system and protect victims and
survivors of crime. The year began with
legislation to make further improvements to
bail reform, to ensure that no one awaiting
trial is jailed simply because of their finances
while protecting public safety, as well as
Senate led efforts to eliminate the civil
statute of limitations for sexual assault and
increase protections for sexual assault
survivors on our college campuses. In the
wake of the murder of George Floyd, Senate
Democrats led the bipartisan initiative to
include language in an omnibus criminal
justice bill to prohibit police use of
chokeholds in New Hampshire and we
remain committed to continuing this critical
work next session.
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REFORMING OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM & PROTECTING VICTIMS OF CRIME
HB 1645 - AMENDMENT 2020-1492S (NEW TITLE) RELATIVE TO SUPERIOR COURT
JUDGMENTS; ADDING A BAIL COMMISSIONER TO THE COMMISSION ON PRETRIAL
DETENTION, PRETRIAL SCHEDULING, AND PRETRIAL SERVICES AND THE RELEASE OF A
DEFENDANT PENDING TRIAL; PRISON PRIVATIZATION; MISDEMEANOR DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE OFFENSES; IMMUNITY FROM ARREST OR PROSECUTION FOR CERTAIN
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE VIOLATIONS; POLICE OFFICERS REPORTING MISCONDUCT;
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF; SCREENING FOR ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS FOR
PSYCHOLOGICAL STABILITY PRIOR TO ASSUMING THEIR DUTIES AS CERTIFIED
OFFICERS; AND PROHIBITING THE USE OF CHOKEHOLDS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: HB 1645 as amended and adopted is an omnibus package of criminal justice
reforms that provide critical police accountability measures, protect defendants’ rights, and
protect public safety. This bill: prohibits the use of chokeholds by law enforcement officers;
mandates law enforcement officers report misconduct by other law enforcement officers;
funds psychological stability screening before an individual becomes a law enforcement
officer; improves New Hampshire’s bail reform system to ensure no one is jailed while
awaiting trial simply for inability to pay; restricts placement at private or for-profit
correctional facilities (except in the case of an emergency); provides immunity from arrest
or prosecution for certain alcoholic beverage violations for a person under 21 years of age
who contacts medical or emergency services as a result of an alcohol overdose; and amends
the waiting period to petition for annulment of a misdemeanor domestic violence offense.
HB 705 - AMENDMENT 2020-1496S (SECOND NEW TITLE) RELATIVE TO SEXUAL
ASSAULT, SEXUAL MISCONDUCT IN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE
RIGHTS OF VICTIMS OF CRIME
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: This omnibus bill sought to enhance protections for victims and survivors of
sexual assault in New Hampshire including: removing the civil statute of limitations for
sexual assault; removing the exception for legally married spouses from certain sexual
assault offenses; prohibiting the sale of over-the-counter rape test kits in New Hampshire;
and requiring institutions of higher education to adopt and make available to students
policies on sexual misconduct, develop a task force and survey on sexual misconduct,
appoint a campus safety advisor, to collaborate with law enforcement on sexual assault
investigations, establish confidential resource advisors, develop awareness programming,
and undertake institutional training in awareness and prevention of sexual misconduct on
campus.
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HB 1240 - AMENDMENT 2020-1603S RELATIVE TO THE GROUNDS FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT
AND RELATED OFFENSES, ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL MARRIAGE OFFICIANT LICENSE,
MODIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL OF PHARMACY LICENSES, AND RELATIVE
TO OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE AND THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE AND
CERTIFICATION
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: This omnibus bill establishes a special marriage officiant license to temporarily
authorize an individual to solemnize a marriage, a portion of the fee for which would fund
domestic violence programs, and addresses the so-called “Howie Leung loophole” by
amending the definition of sexual contact in the criminal sexual assault statutes and
prohibiting sexual contact between school employees and students as well as in
circumstances when the actor is in a position of authority over a victim who is between 13
and 18 years of age.
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KEEPING OUR
KIDS SAFE
The health and welfare of our children is
one of the most pressing issues we face as
a state. During the last legislative session,
Senate Democrats championed efforts in
statute and in the budget to finally fully
fund the Department of Children, Youth,
and Families to ensure staff capacity to
properly advocate for our most
vulnerable citizens. This year, we built
upon those successes with additional
measures to protect New Hampshire
children.
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KEEPING OUR KIDS SAFE
HB 1162 - AMENDMENT 2020-1417S (NEW TITLE) RELATIVE TO ADOPTION AND
PARENTAGE; THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE; REIMBURSEMENT OF COURT
ORDERED SERVICES FOR JUVENILES; THE LEGAL REPRESENTATION OF CHILDREN IN
THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM; THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD UNDER RSA 169-C
AND THE DUTIES OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION ON CHILDREN'S SERVICES;
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR CHILDREN'S EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES; EXPANDING
THE FAMILY-CENTERED EARLY SUPPORTS AND SERVICES (FCESS) PROGRAM TO
CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 3 WHO ARE BORN SUBSTANCE-EXPOSED; THE CHILD
ABUSE AND NEGLECT CENTRAL REGISTRY; ESTABLISHING A KINSHIP NAVIGATOR
PROGRAM; MISSING CHILDREN; DISPOSITIONAL HEARINGS UNDER RSA 169-B; AND
THE REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION OF HARM UNDER THE CHILD PROTECTION ACT
Status: Signed into law
Amendment Sponsor: Senator Martha Hennessey
Description: HB 1162 is an omnibus bill containing provisions to protect the health and
safety of New Hampshire children, including two bills spearheaded by Senator Jon Morgan SB 541 and SB 643 - to expand the type of employers permitted to require that employees
submit their names to the child abuse and neglect central registry as a condition of
employment and extend the definition of a missing child from persons under 16 years of age
to persons under 18 years of age.
SB 665 (HB 1558) RELATIVE TO A CHILDREN’S SYSTEM OF CARE AND STUDENT
WELLNESS
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1558
Prime Sponsor: Senator Jon Morgan
Description: This bill provides that as part of the system of care for children’s mental health,
the Department of Education shall assist school districts in using the multi-tiered system of
supports for behavioral health and wellness (MTSS-B).
SB 711 (HB 1558) RELATIVE TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION EDUCATION AND
TRAINING
Status: Signed into law as part of HB 1558
Prime Sponsor: Senator David Watters
Description: This bill requires employee school administrative units, school districts, and
chartered public schools to provide employees who require a criminal history records check
with materials concerning sexual abuse prevention.
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2019 IN
REVIEW
The successes of 2020 were made
possible by the groundwork laid in 2019,
when Senate Democrats began
implementing our Granite State
Opportunity Plan. That work centered on
a state budget that works for everyone
and encompassed a multitude of efforts
to lift up New Hampshire families,
workers, and small businesses.
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A STATE BUDGET THAT WORKS
FOR EVERYONE
Budgets are the ultimate test of priorities and values. Senate Democrats worked with
our House counterparts to lead efforts in last year’s state budget process to prioritize
the opioid epidemic and mental health, child protection, infrastructure, affordable
housing, and public education. We did all this while reinstituting municipal aid,
providing critical property tax relief to Granite Staters, and pushing back against
Repulican efforts to prioritize more handouts for big corporations.
Despite Governor Sununu’s veto of HB 1 and HB 2, Senate Democrats still delivered a
budget that:

AIDS COMMUNITIES & PROVIDES PROPERTY TAX
RELIEF:
Delivers $40 million in unrestricted municipal aid over two years to support our communities
and local property tax payers.

BOOSTS EDUCATION FUNDING AND
OPPORTUNITIES:
Allocates the largest public education investment in almost two decades - $138 million
in new state funding for local public schools.
For the first time in New Hampshire history, kindergartners are treated the same as
every other student with the adoption of full adequacy aid for full-day kindergarten.
Freezes in-state tuition at our community colleges and our university system, helping
retain graduating high school seniors and advancing our workforce.

PROMOTES NEW HAMPSHIRE JOBS AND SMALL
BUSINESSES
Incorporates the Granite State Jobs Act (SB 2), which attracts and retains workers, skills
workers up, and places them in available jobs.
Supports New Hampshire’s small business and entrepreneur incubator programs as well
as the NH Small Business Development Center.
Reforms business taxes ensuring small businesses in New Hampshire do not get doubletaxed by other states, while ensuring large out-of-state corporations pay their fair
share.
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SUPPORTS HEALTH CARE WORKERS & EXPANDS
ACCESS TO SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER
TREATMENT AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE
Supports our health care workforce and boosts our health care capacity by finally
increasing Medicaid provider rates across the board by 3.1% each year. This investment
of over $60 million in state funds will leverage an additional 50-90% match.
Incorporates SB 5, to further increase Medicaid provider rates for substance use
disorder treatment and mental health care.
Incorporates Senate Bill 14, creating a first ever statewide children’s mobile crisis and
intervention unit, advancing children’s health and reducing costs down the road,
including special education.
Helps support Safe Stations in Manchester and Nashua.
Supports emergency shelters for individuals with substance use disorder.

PROTECTS WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE

Fully funds family planning services provided by Planned Parenthood and community
health centers, including birth control, STD testing, and cancer screenings in response to
the threat from the Trump administration under a Title X rule change.
Repeals the state level Hyde amendment.

SUPPORTS LAW ENFORCEMENT, A SAFER NEW
HAMPSHIRE
Incorporates SB 6 and finally fully funds the child protection staff necessary to protect
our children.
Advances cost-effective prevention services, such as voluntary services for at-risk
children and families, parental assistance, home visiting, and family resource centers.
Increases funding for New Hampshire Legal Assistance, which provides necessary
counsel to low-income Granite Staters.
Increases funding above the Governor for domestic violence centers, for our regional
drug task forces, and for Granite Shield - all critical to public safety.
Funds an additional detective and attorney for the cold case unit to assist with the more
than 125 unsolved murders.

ADDRESSES NEW HAMPSHIRE’S HOUSING AND
HOMELESSNESS CRISIS
Greatest increase in programming for people experiencing homelessness and rapid rehousing in state history.
Implements much of SB 15 by capitalizing the affordable housing fund with $5 million in
new investment, including ongoing and consistent commitment through a set-aside
from the Real Estate Transfer Tax in FY21 and moving forward.
Combat childhood lead poisoning by creating a lead paint hazard remediation fund.
PAGE 26
07

GRANITE STATE OPPORTUNITY
PLAN BILLS NOW LAW
SB 4 - RELATIVE TO THE GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL
HEALTH INSURANCE MARKET
With the Trump administration’s continued goal of dismantling the Affordable Care Act, it is
more important than ever for us to act to protect the health care of Granite Staters. SB 4
preserves a critical component of the ACA by codifying the health insurance coverage
protections for individuals with pre-existing conditions into state law.

SB 6 - RELATIVE TO CHILD PROTECTION STAFFING
AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR
This bill, which was also incorporated in the state budget, finally fully funds DCYF to hire
additional protective case workers and protective service supervisors to address skyrocketing
caseloads and protect New Hampshire children.

SB 11 - RELATIVE TO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR
This bill sought to address the ER boarding crisis by giving DHHS funding necessary for
designated receiving facilities and voluntary inpatient psychiatric admissions as well as
renovations for existing facilities.

SB 12 - ESTABLISHING THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
COLLEGE GRADUATE RETENTION INCENTIVE
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM AND MAKING AN
APPROPRIATION THEREFOR
Senator Kahn’s bill to create the NH College Graduate Retention Incentive Partnership (GRIP)
program became law without the Governor’s signature. GRIP will help encourage New
Hampshire graduates to remain and work in New Hampshire after graduating by connecting
businesses and students.

SB 14 - RELATIVE TO CHILD WELFARE

This bill requires DHHS to establish a children’s system of care which will increase access to
behavioral health services for New Hampshire youth, including the establishment of mobile
crisis response and stabilization services.
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GRANITE STATE OPPORTUNITY PLAN
BILLS VETOED BY GOV. SUNUNU
SB 1 - RELATIVE TO FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE

No one should have to choose between caring for a loved one and economic security. This bill
would have established a comprehensive system of paid family and medical leave insurance;
unfortunately, Governor Sununu, who has referred to paid leave as “vacation”, vetoed this
bipartisan bill.

SB 2 - RELATIVE TO FUNDING FOR JOB TRAINING
PROGRAMS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS
AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
This bill sought to increase New Hampshire’s investment in our job training fund, which includes
funding for apprenticeships, technical training programs, and other opportunities for employers
and employees to close the skills gap facing our workforce. Although Governor Sununu vetoed
this important legislation, it was eventually passed into law as part of the compromise budget.

SB 5 - MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
FOR MEDICAID PROVIDER RATES FOR MENTAL
HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER AND
EMERGENCY SHELTER AND STABILIZATION
SERVICES
This bill would have made an appropriation to DHHS for Medicaid provider rate increases for
mental health and substance use disorder services as well as fund emergency shelter and
stabilization services. Although this bill passed the Senate unanimously, it was still vetoed by
Governor Sununu before being revived in the final compromise budget.

SB 10 - RELATIVE TO THE STATE MINIMUM
HOURLY RATE
Senator Soucy’s seventh bill to reestablish and raise New Hampshire’s minimum wage
ultimately met its fate at the hands of Governor Sununu’s veto pen but she persevered and
introduced legislation in 2020, too.
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