
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BOOLEROO STEAM & TRACTION RALLY  

2 DAY TOUR

March 24 - 25, 2018

including a rail experience on the Pichi Richi Railway - Twilight Explorer 

The aim of the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation Society is: “To foster 

the restoration and preservation of antique steam engines, vehicles, farm 

tractors and implements which show the technical developments and skills of 

an era now past”. Whatever your interest in agricultural-based machines, many

can be found at Booleroo Centre, 260 kms north of Adelaide. 

The BSTPS was formed by a group of local farmers in 1968. Since then the 

society has acquired an enviable collection of tractors, steam exhibits, 

stationary engines and equipment associated with our rural industrial and 

agricultural heritage. 
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Join Rail Tours Australia in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation Society's Annual Rally. Enjoy

following sections of the old broad gauge railway alignment on the Hamley Bridge to Gladstone railway prior to travelling on the Pichi 

Richi Railway Twilight Explorer from Quorn to Woolshed Flat. On Sunday spend the day at the iconic mid north steam and traction rally. 

Travel from Adelaide in an luxury coach with comfortable seats, air conditioning, fully

seat belted, and large windows. The coach is operated and maintained by Explorer 

Coachlines. 

The coach may be a luxury mini coach, an all terrain coach (as pictured) or a larger 

long distance touring coach. Vehicle allocation will depend on size of the group and 

final numbers of guests booked on the tour.   

Experience rail travel from yesteryear on the Pichi Richi Railway from Quorn 

to Woolshed Flat and return aboard the Twilight Explorer. 

The Twilight Explorer will be operated by the 1928 built "Barwell Bull"  Brill Railcar. If 

for circumstance out of the railways control the Brill Railcar can not operate the 

service, a heritage diesel and carriages will replace the Brill Railcar.  

TOUR VEHICLES  

Image - Explorer Coachlines 

The annual rally is where members of the society get to share their knowledge and showcase the fabulous machines that form an

integral part of our Australian heritage. 

The working display of priceless machines allows the public to see machines perform the work they were originally built to do. 

 The highlight of the Rally day is the Grand Parade, just as at any other agricultural function, only here the oval is full of 

machines, not livestock 



50th Anniversary of the  Booleroo Steam & Traction Rally

Travel via luxury coach and follow the route of the now disused broad gauge railway from Roseworthy to 

Hamley Bridge, Balaklava, Blyth, Brinkworth through to Gladstone. Enjoy a number of stops to inspect old 

railway stations and infrastructure that are found along the way. Enjoy morning tea during the journey at 

one of the old railway towns. 

After retracing sections of the disused railway corridor, travel to Crystal Brook to enjoy a light lunch. Follow 

the standard gauge main line from Gladstone to Crystal Brook where there is the chance of sighting a 

mainline freight of passenger train travelling past. After lunch continue north to the iron triangle and old 

break of gauge railway town of Port Pirie. 

On arrival, visit the Port Pirie Regional Tourism and Art Centre located at the old Pirie railway station. Enjoy 

viewing some of the old railway and town memorabilia including model and miniature railways of the region. 

We then continue north up Highway Number 1 to Port Augusta where we have an early check in to our night’s 

accommodation. After freshening up, we will be making our way into the majestic Flinders Ranges to the 

home of the Pichi Richi Railway at Quorn. 

On arrival, enjoy a tour of the Pichi Richi Railway depot followed by a journey aboard their Twilight Explorer 

train to Woolshed Flat and return. Experience travelling aboard the historic 1928 built Brill Railcar through the 

Flinders Ranges as the shadows grow longer and the sun sets over the Ranges. Enjoy nibbles aboard the 

train prior to sitting down to dinner on arrival back in Quorn at the Austral Inn Hotel. 

After dinner enjoy the drive out of the Flinders Ranges to your overnight accommodation in Port Augusta. 

DAY 1 - SATURDAY 24TH MARCH 
Departing from Adelaide  

included - M. Tea / Lunch/ A. Tea/ Dinner / Overnight Accommodation / Twilight Explorer

R a i l  T o u r s  A u s t r a l i a          w w w . r a i l t o u r s a u s t r a l i a . c o m . a u

DAY 2 - SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
Including - Cooked Breakfast /Morning Tea/  Rally Entrance 

Awaken to a fully cooked breakfast and an early morning check out. We travel South from Port Augusta 

through Wilmington and onward to Booleroo Centre for the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation 

Society’s 50th Anniversary Rally.

We will arrive shortly after the gates open at 10 am to maximise our time and to enjoy a full 4 hours of 

entertainment, historical machinery, demonstrations and much more. 

After experiencing the rally, the tour coach will depart Booleroo Centre shortly after 3 pm to travel to 

Adelaide, with a comfort and refreshment stop to be made at Port Wakefield. 

Arrive back in Adelaide at approximately 7.30 pm.   
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The beginning was simple; a man enjoyed collecting wonderful machines… 

In 1968, on the Booleroo property of Brian Knauerhase, a display and demonstration of ‘old equipment’ was 

arranged for the visiting Model T Club of Adelaide. Brian’s private collection included some fine examples for 

display. Other locals also brought along the treasures tucked away in their sheds… 

At this first informal display of machinery the star attractions were few, but memorable. They included a 

Mogul 10-20, Titan 10-20, Fowler’s Compound Ploughing machine and a 1920’s Benz. Also on show was a 

restored 1916 Jelbart, 1918 model T truck and 1924 Fiat tractor. 

Following the success of this day, the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation Society was formed with a 

founding membership of 10. Its charter was clear, “to Foster the restoration and preservation of steam 

engines, vehicles, farm tractors and implements which show the technical developments and skills on an era 

now past.” 

Fast forward to present day. The number of members is still small, but they are an enthusiastic crew who work 

their magic on some very old and worn pieces of our history. They coax and coerce positively decrepit 

machines to life. The hunt for parts can be likened to a medieval quest. Long, painstaking and occasionally 

torturous! Firstly, speak to a multitude of strangers and enthusiasts – a little like Chinese whispers. Scour the 

internet, garage sales, auctions and newspapers to ferret out the elusive parts. Collect the pieces – to finally 

reassemble the beast. It’s like trying to complete a cosmic jigsaw puzzle that has been scattered to the four 

winds. The hunt is hard and not for the feint hearted, but the end result is definitely worth the effort. 

The first formal Rally, held in 1969, presented for display 15 tractors, 2 steam exhibits & 7 additional displays. 

By 1975 this number had doubled and Penny Farthing races had been added to the Rally day drawcard. The 

annual rally continues to evolve, with different features each year. 

The 2018 “Celebrating the ingenuity & inventions of our district” Rally will showcase equipment and machinery 

that has been manufactured and designed in our local area.  We also anticipate showing 77 Tractors, 17 

Steam exhibits, 75 Stationary Engines and 147 other exhibits from the collection, in addition to visiting 

collections & exhibits. 

The Booleroo Steam and Traction Society are guardians, perhaps ‘keepers of the faith’. 

Proudly showcasing this important facet of not only our local farming industry, but ensuring the beauty, 

ingenuity and invention of the industrial revolution is preserved for future generations. 

Photographs below from BMW Photography and BSTPS facebook page.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE BOOLEROO STEAM AND TRACTION 
SOCIETY AND RALLY 
SOURCED FROM THE SOCIETY'S WEBSITE 
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TOUR  INCLUSIONS 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The tour includes the following:    
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All coach travel from Adelaide and return 

Travel on the Pichi Richi Railway Twilight Explorer From Quorn to WoolshedFlat and return.

Entrance to the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation Society's 50th Anniversary Rally on the Sunday

One night's accommodation on a twin (or triple where required) share basis. 

Triple share accommodation may be required due to limited accommodation in Port Augusta

Dinner Saturday Night in Quorn

Cooked Breakfast (Sunday Morning)

One Morning Tea (Saturday only)

One Lunch (Saturday only)

One Afternoon Tea (Saturday)

Services and local commentary from a Rail Tour Australia's tour guide   

Bottled water on the coach

all taxes and tips  

The tour excludes purchases made by you throughout the tour, travel insurance, items of a personal nature 

and anything not listed in the inclusions above.     

BOOKINGS 

To make a booking either download a booking form from our website at www.railtoursaustralia.com.au or you 

can place a booking via our website with credit card or EFT.  

A $100 deposit per person is required to guarantee a seat on the tour with the balance due by Friday 

the 2nd of March, 2018.If you are paying using any advertised special price, full payment must be made at 

time of booking.     

VIABILITY OF TOUR 

Each booking is conditional on Rail Tours Australia obtaining the minimum number of bookings required to 

operate the tour. In the event that sufficient numbers are not met, Rail Tours Australia reserves the right to 

cancel or suspend the tour. Guests may at their option receive a full refund or transfer to another tour. If the 

minimum number of guests are not reached, Rail Tours Australia will cancel the tour by Tuesday the 6th 

of March.   

LUGGAGE 

Please limit your luggage to one small case or bag per person which will be placed in the luggage bins under 

the coach and one carry on bag to be with you on board the coach and train. 

Please ensure your luggage is also clearly labeled with your name and details.  

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Rail Tours Australia strongly recommends that a travel insurance policy be taken out before the tour which 

may cover you against unforeseen circumstances which may arise as a result of, but are not limited to, 

cancellation, loss of baggage, events of Force Majeure. It is your sole responsibility to obtain suitable 

insurance for the tour.  

A FULL LIST OF OUR TERMS AND CONDITIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE. 
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CANCELLATION FEES 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

If you require to cancel the tour before the 16th of February, 2018, the cancellation fee will be $55 per 

person. 

After the 16th of February 2018 and before the 9th of March 2018 the cancellation fee will be 75% of the full 

cost of the tour.  

After the 9th of March 2018, the cancellation fee will be 100% of the full cost of the tour.   
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The tour is operated with accommodation on a twin share basis. We will sometimes be required to use a third 

share accommodation basis where accommodation in a town is limited. 

Single accommodation is available for an additional cost as listed on the price schedule. 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT 

A FULL LIST OF OUR TERMS AND CONDITIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE. 

PICKUP LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

The tour pickup and drop off locations follow.    

   
 - Adelaide Railway Station  Bus stop D, North Terrace, Adelaide (out the front of the Intercontinental) 

          Pickup time at 08.05 am 

- Victoria Square - Bus stop T1  (south western corner of square near to the Hilton) 

           Pickup time at 07.55 am 

- Adelaide Central Bus Station (85 Franklin Street, Adelaide - on the street front on Franklin St.) 

           Pickup time at 08.00 am 

- Prospect - Bus stop 17, Main North Road (North Park Shopping Centre) 

           Pickup time at 08.15 am 

- Gepps Cross - Bus stop 26 Port Wakefield Road (near to City Dismantlers) 

           Pickup time at 08.20 am 

Please be ready at tour pickup locations 10 minutes prior to the pickup time to assist in keeping the tour on

schedule.    

   
COST 

The cost of the tour is $595.00 per person. 

The Single Supplement is $75. Limited single supplement will be available on request. 

The Early Bird Special price of the tour is $569.00 per person.   

To enjoy the Early Bird Special price, the booking must be made direct via our website and paid in full at time 

of booking. The Code word published must be used to receive the Early Bird Special price. The Code Word can 

be obtained by signing up to our mailing list via our website at www.railtoursaustralia.com.au There is no 

discount on the  single supplement which will remain at $75.  

The Early Bird Special Price finishes on Friday the 26th of January, 2018.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


