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Studies highlighted by our plastic bag industry.
 

The Spread of Norovirus Surrogate via Reusable Grocery Bags in a Grocery Supermarket
Microbiological contamination of reusable plastic bags for food transportation
Assessment of the Potential for Cross-contamination of Food Products by Reusable Shopping
Bags (University of Arizona & Loma Linda University study)

Bullet points on this study (from Bag the Ban):
A study by the University of Arizona found that 51% of all reusable bags contained
coliform bacteria, and 12% contained E. coli, indicating the presence of fecal matter
and other pathogens.
Storing reusable bags in a hot trunk — which many people do — causes the bacteria
to grow 10 times faster.
In a survey of California and Arizona, 97% of individuals indicated they never
washed their reusable bags.

A Microbiological Study of Reusable Bags and ‘First or single-use’ Plastic Bags
Bullet points on this study (from Bag the Ban):

Harmful bacteria can thrive in reusable bags unless users clean them properly after
each use with soapy water that is at least 140 degrees.
A Canadian study found bacteria build-up on reusable bags was 300 percent higher
than what is considered safe.

Greening Our Way to Infection: The ban on single-use plastic grocery bags is unsanitary—
and it comes at the worst imaginable time.

 
While this is not the first time this issue has been discussed in print, it is a fairly comprehensive
collection of the research and information publicly available today. A couple of excerpts:
 

“The COVID-19 virus is just one of many pathogens that shoppers can spread unless
they wash the bags regularly, which few people bother to do. Viruses and bacteria can
survive in the tote bags up to nine days, according to one study of coronaviruses.”

 
“The researchers also found that the vast majority of shoppers never followed the advice
to wash their bags. One of the researchers, Charles Gerba of the University of
Arizona, said that the findings “suggest a serious threat to public health,” particularly
from fecal coliform bacteria, which was found in half the bags.”

  
Affidavit from Dr. Ryan Sinclair of Loma Linda University, one of the nation’s premier public health
institutions. This affidavit has been filed with the Albany County Supreme Court of New York. A
few excerpts from it:

 
“Reusable bags made of fabric and other woven material are known to harbor bacteria,
contagions, and viruses. My research and the research of others has found bacteria in
99% of the reusable bags tested: 51 % carried coliform bacteria and 8% carried E. coli,
an indicator of fecal contamination. Reusable bags have the potential to carry viruses
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such as the norovirus or the coronavirus.”
 
“My research has found that only 3% of shoppers with multi-use bags regularly wash
them.”
 
“My research and that of others has also shown that reusable grocery bags, which are
highly likely to be contaminated, are highly likely to transfer these pathogens to store
employees, family members, and members of the public by contact with supermarket
check-out conveyors, grocery carts, the hands of shoppers and supermarket cashiers,
and contact with kitchen counters. These contagion transfers can present a significant
public health risk.”
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