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Letter from the  

Executive Director 
Dear Stokes School Community, 

To newest members of the community, welcome to the Stokes family! Returning families, we look 

forward to seeing you soon! We hope that the summer has been enjoyable for all and that our 

scholars are as eager as the faculty and staff to begin the new school year.  Our collective goal is to 

create a year filled with inquiry, exploration, growth, peace, and joy.  Since the first week of August, 

in preparation for scholars’ return, Stokes faculty and staff members have actively participated in 

our annual Employee Orientation and Summer Professional Development Institute (SPDI).  Topics 

addressed during the SPDI include team teaching, understanding curriculum and assessments, so-

cial emotional learning, classroom management, and more.  On August 14th, staff engaged in an in-

teractive training designed to make recess a safer and more inclusive experience for scholars. They 

played 4-square, soccer and on the playground which offered a fun way to gain insight into our 

scholars’ recess experience. 

With the new school year comes new priorities and goals as well.  At the end of last year, after a 

year of preparation and with input from our school community, Stokes School completed a new 5-

year strategic plan.  The plan is designed to strengthen our capacity to adhere to and implement 

our school’s mission and vision.  These strategic goals include: 

 Sustaining and improving our scholars’ academic, social, wellness, and social justice outcomes;  

 Strengthening internal systems and policies;  

 Expanding, strengthening, and sustaining our resources (i.e., human, social, and financial);  

 Increasing the numbers of students and families served by the school; and  

 Enhancing our position as an advocate and thought leader in urban education. 

A finalized copy of the 5-year strategic plan will be posted on the school’s website within the first 

few weeks of school. You will hear more about our progress toward achieving the strategic plan 

goals in years to come. 

 

There are a few staffing updates for the new school year as well. We are excited to announce that 

several of our staff members have transitioned into new positions within the school. A few have 

ventured away from Stokes School to pursue new opportunities, but many more have joined our 

community. 

 



Letter from the  

Executive Director 
 

Staff who have transitioned to new roles at Stokes School – Congratulations! 

 
 

Staff who have left Stokes School – We will miss them! 

 

Brookland East End 

Angelica Carter, SST Coordinator Eric Morgan, East End SST Coordinator 

Ilcia Ramos, Pre-K/Kindergarten Learning Spe-
cialist 

Hope Brewington, East End Coach 

Iyana Turner, Communications Manager Tyler Patterson, East End Communications 

Associate/Parent Engagement Coordinator 

Jennifer Sloop, Kindergarten English Teacher  

Laura Funderburke, 2nd Grade Teaching Assis-
tant 

  

Brookland East End 

Alyson Raphael, 5th Grade Teacher Awa Traore, Pre-K French Teacher Assistant 

Ashanti Gordon, 1st Grade Learning Specialist Omar Saibou, Pre-K French Teacher 

Beth Orantes, Administrative Assistant   

Claudia Moncayo,  3rd Grade Spanish Teacher   

Dori Cook, Learning Specialist   

Gabrielle Holmes, Special Education Assistant   

Kathy Del Cid, Kindergarten Spanish Teacher   

Laure Veissiere, Kindergarten French Teacher   

Maeva Abbouattier, Pre-K English Teacher  
Assistant 

 

Mariam Orantes, Office Manager   

Natalie Montequin, Learning Specialist   

Sydney McFadden, Substitute Teacher   

Tarnisha Tolliver, Pre-K Learning Specialist   

William Foley, 3rd Grade Teacher Assistant   



Letter from the  

Executive Director 
Staff who are new to Stokes School – Welcome!

 

Reminders 

 Don’t forget to check the Stokes School website (www.ewstokes.org) for our school calendar, sup-

ply lists by grade, and to read our updated FAQ 

 Family Orientation for the East End campus will be held on August 21st from 5:00-6:30 pm  

 Family Orientation for the Brookland campus will be held on August 22nd from 5:00-6:30pm   

All families, but especially new families, are invited and encouraged to get to know other families, fac-

ulty and staff, learn about first day procedures, daily drop-off and pick-up procedures, important poli-

cy reminders, Stokes School culture, and get a brief curricular overview. We look forward to seeing 

you on the first day of school, August 26th for K-5th grade students and August 27th for Pre-

Kindergarten students.  

Until then, please take care of yourselves and each other and enjoy the last week of summer break! 

Best regards, 

 

Erika Bryant 

Executive Director 

Brookland East End 

Alex Foust, 3rd Grade Learning Specialist Aicha Miloudi, Pre-K French B Teacher 

Aurelie Peschier, Kindergarten French Teacher Crystal Sadrzadeh, Pre-K Teacher Assistant 

Bryson Hatten, 4th Grade Student Teacher Irma Kittrell, 1st Grade Learning Specialist 

Christina Richardson, One-on-One Aide Jasmine Campbell, PE Teacher/ 
Afterschool Coordinator 

D’Angela Davis, Learning Specialist Kia Wiggins, Pre-K Spanish Substitute Teach-
er 

Donell Peterson, SPED Teacher Maria Paz Garcia, 1st Grade Spanish Teacher 

Fabian Manning, SPED Teacher Mariam Kouyate, PKFA Teacher Assistant 

Mirsa Lopez, Administrative Assistant Pape Kane, 1st Grade French Teacher 

Silvia Cortes, 3rd Grade Spanish Teacher Tammie Turner, 1st Grade English Teacher 

Syncottia Belifontie, SPED Assistant Tiffanie Jackson, Art Teacher 

Virginia Ritinski, 5th Grade English Teacher   

Wasaba Sidibay, Pre-K English Assistant  

http://www.ewstokes.org


 Letter from the 

Board Chair                     

Dear Elsie Whitlow Stokes Community, 

As we enter these final days of summer, I wanted to reach out  

and welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year. This year promises  

to be a fruitful and productive one as the Stokes community kicks off a  

new 5-year strategic plan. Let me also introduce myself since I don’t know everyone and you may 

not know me. My name is Heather Harding and I’m the proud parent of Brookland campus 5th grad-

er, Mari Jones, and Stokes alum, Alan Jones, Jr. More importantly for this communication, I’m the 

2019-20 Board Chair for the Stokes Board of Trustees. It is my honor and privilege to serve the com-

munity in this position just as it has been the same honor and privilege to have our family served by 

Stokes educators for the last seven years. Last year Stokes community achieved the amazing goal of 

opening a second campus located in Ward 7’s East End all while celebrating 20 years of excellence. 

The 2018-19 school year was jammed packed with accomplishments that are worth highlighting. 

We shared the following at the annual June Board meeting:  

 The East End campus opened with 95% enrollment and high parent engagement and support.  

 The KaBoom playground hitch was a major success as a community building event across the 

two campuses and for providing our newest scholars with a beautiful and functional outdoor 

play area.  

 The school completed its International Baccalaureate Authorization Visit after completing four 

years of preparation and training, putting us on the final leg for accreditation. 

 While that may be hard to top, we have big plans ahead! 

As I mentioned above, the new 2019-2024 Strategic Plan was also completed last June with a strong 

emphasis on improved governance for the school, focused energy toward raising additional re-

sources to ensure the quality of our programs and to continue enhancing what we can offer our 

scholars, reinforcements to our stellar academic process in the form of continued training and sup-

port for our classroom teachers, and the opportunity to tell the Stokes story on the national stage 

given our accomplishments in cultural diversity, social justice, and global citizenship.  

I share and plan to enthusiastically support Ms. Bryant in her priorities this year for continuing to 

raise additional funds and resources for the Stokes community, continuing to improve the facilities  

of both campuses, and to begin a serious exploration of middle school options for our scholars as 

DCI reaches capacity.  



 Letter from the 

Board Chair                     

I try never to be shy about my love and support for the Elsie  

Whitlow Stokes community and I’ve written about this publicly  

over the years. And even with all the pride I feel, I know we can  

continue to improve and grow this year and in the future. As a career  

educator for the last 27 years, I’ve seen and learned a lot about schools all across our country. This 

is the first time I’ve been compelled to serve as a board chair and I believe it’s because my dedica-

tion to this community demands that we do our best work ‘at home.’ 

Parents/Families:  I want to welcome you back with open arms and an invitation to join us in the 

work that lies ahead. First, we have amazing educators who will let you know how best to prepare 

your scholars, so I hope you will be engaged in the classroom community in ways that work best 

with your life. Second, as a former PTA president, I want to encourage you to join the PTA and 

attend meetings to get to know your fellow parents and families. And finally, I invite you to volun-

teer for the Board committee that works on Development/Fundraising—in particular. We can al-

ways use more fuel to invigorate the volunteer servants who ensure that Elsie Whitlow Stokes is an 

efficient, effective organization that delivers excellent quality education to ALL students who make 

the choice to be in our buildings.  

Teachers/Staff: I want to welcome you back with open arms and an invitation to join us in the 

work that lies ahead. I also want you to know that the Board knows and recognizes how hard you 

work and we know that you deserve our support in the important work you do for children. This 

year we look forward to hearing from you about how the school operates. We will provide struc-

tured ways to receive your feedback and advice. Plus we hope to create more regular traditions for 

recognizing your efforts (I hope you enjoyed your massages). As a former classroom teacher, I know 

that it is sometimes hard to worry about all that’s going on beyond the 25+ little humans in front of 

you every school day and I want to make a public and early commitment to seek out your voices 

and to offer support along with the school leadership to ensure you have everything you need to 

succeed.  

In closing, I’m looking forward to another successful year. We will see you at drop off, in the hall-

ways, at your home visits, and in the classrooms in a few short weeks at the ‘place to call school,’ 

Elsie Whitlow Stokes! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Heather Harding, Stokes Board Chair 

boardchair@ewstokes.org 

mailto:boardchair@ewstokes.org


IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Family Orientation   

Brookland     August 22; 5—6:30PM 

East End    August 21; 5—6:30PM 

 

First Day of School  August 26  

(K-5) 

 

First Day of School  August 27 

(Pre-kindergarten) 

 

Back to School Night   September 11 

(French)    6:15 –6:55PM & 

     7—7:40PM 

  

Back to School Night   September 12 

(Spanish)    6:15 –6:55PM & 

     7—7:40PM 



Drop Off 

Pick Up 

 Please do not drive up Oakview Terrace to drop your scholar off 

in the morning unless you have a handicap placard or are pregnant.  

We welcome you to  park at the bottom of the hill (Perry Street) and 

walk your scholar up the hill. Otherwise, please drive through our 

carpool lane on Otis Street and allow our Safety Patrols to open your 

car door and help your scholar up the stairs and into the building. As 

another option, you are welcome to park on the side of Otis Street  

across from the school and walk your scholar in. Please be mindful 

of our neighbors and do not block their driveways or litter in their 

yards. As always, thank you for taking care of our community. 

 All first through fifth grade scholars are dismissed from the mul-

ti-purpose room with the exception of those who attend after 

school. Students will not be released to their parents until they are 

sitting down in their classroom line and their teacher has checked 

them off. Students will not be permitted to play in the courtyard 

after school.  If you wish to stay and play after 3:30 PM, please use 

the Pre-K playground or the playground in the front of the building. 

Pre-K and Kindergarten students will continue to be picked up from 

their classrooms at dismissal time (3:00 PM for Pre-K and 3:30 PM 

for K). 



GET INVOLVED 

We are always seeking parent volunteers for scholars’ 

lunch periods, field trips, weekend events, and more. If 

you are interested in donating your time, email 

AnaD@ewstokes.org for more information. 

 

Please note that generous volunteers who serve Stokes 

School for 10 or more hours must  provide a criminal back-

ground check and TB test. 


