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Macarthur Zone Wildfire Arson

› Zone over the last 5 years has had a lot of arson 

activity.

2013 40

2014 50

2015 41

2016 50

2017 3



………

› After discussion with Zone staff & fire investigators we 

started to target all wildfires (yes all wildfires fires) in the 

Campbelltown LGA from the fire season of 2013.

› Having a focus area was vital so we could investigate 

all fires in this LGA. (Airds, Macquarie Fields).

› This has resulted in several arrests and convictions in 

the target area.

› Involved working closely with 2 LACs. (Campbelltown MacFields)

› No local meetings every contact was by email.  



What we did in the Zone……

› Zone set up a Fire investigation pager group to notify 

the FIs that an investigation was required.

› We attend all fires and submitted the FIU reports 

promptly.
 

S002 Site sketch  
13072373601 

Wildfire fire – Trobriand Cr Glenfield Fire 

23/07/2013 

Investigator Paul Sweeney  

location of the fire on the walking track  
Latitude: 33.97294º S 
Longitude: 150.91124º E 
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001 Site Location 
14072866716 Foxlow Pl 29July14 

Investigator Paul Sweeney  

 



Police Event Number for all investigations

› Zone staff electronically requested a Police event via 

the PAL system.  Police were only requested to 

attended if the fire crew had concerns for their safety or 

any item was located. Police were also requested to 

attend if there was something for them to follow up like 

POI nominated or witnesses. (this resulted in a better 

Police notification system).

› Fire reports include Police Event Numbers. This is 

added to ICON.



PAL number in all FIU reports …….



What did we do…….

› Spreadsheets were created on fire activity with maps 

provided to the LAC.  



………….

› Established a Police contact……… so all information 

was sent to the LAC Crime Manager. (No phone calls)

› Always use the Police Event number in all 

communications with Police.

› Local Rural Fire Brigades were proactive in Fire Scene 

Preservation.

› All information set to Crime Manager was in a pdf 

format.  This avoided formatting issues.



Lessons learnt……….

› Be Professional in your dress, attitude and approach to 

staff, volunteers, Police and most importantly the Public.

› Work as a team with Zone, Fire Investigators, Police.

› Promptly submit your fire reports.

› PAL (Police Assistance Line) Police Event Numbers are vital.

› Do not chase Police (what is happening with this…) 

Police will follow you up for a statement and notify you if 

you are required for court.

› Submit outstanding Police statements with lots of detail, 

maps, diagrams so you are not required for Court. 

› Develop your report writing skills, mapping etc.

› As a Zone we share our experience with others.



Questions/Comments?


