
the level necessary to 

charge Trump with Ob-

struction of Justice. He 

also pointed out that, if 

he had found the Presi-

dent was not guilty of 

any charge investigated, 

he would have said so in 

the Report. He said no 

such thing. His conserva-

tive approach to whether 

or not he could indict a 

sitting President made 

his words milder and dis-

appointed those who 

wanted him to call a 

crook, a crook.  

From the President’s Desk:  
By    M ary Lou  Ambrose  

It is time that we recog-

nize the fact that this 

country is in the grips of a 

Constitutional crisis.   

Donald Trump has taken 

us well beyond any possi-

ble norm in his conduct 

as President. The mem-

bers of the Party of 

Trump have sat quietly 

and allowed him to defy 

what the Forefathers set 

out in 1787. They clearly 

care more about reelec-

tion than their oath to 

protect the Constitution.  

In his report, Robert 

Mueller made Trump’s 

illegal activities clear to 

anyone who bothered 

to read it. Unfortunate-

ly, few have even read 

the summaries. Robert 

Mueller has set out ten 

situations which meet 
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The Trump White House is 

a caldron of hate, lies, 

crime and chaos. Trump 

has insulted the Leader-

ship of countries who 

have been allies for centu-

ries, while praising the 

likes of Vladimir Putin, a 

Dave “Doc” Dockery has been a serious history buff for many years. He has 

studied and spoken about history regularly and has become particularly inter-

ested in his research about WWII. He gives lectures at his place of business 

on a regular schedule and has become the local go to person for people with an interest in History. 

In studying about WWII, he became extremely interested in D-Day in particular. and has studied 

about it to the point that he was able to put together this presentation about it. He has built the 

presentation for years and enjoys giving it to groups all over the area. 
 

Monday, Jul 15 — 6:30—8:45 pm 
Acropol Family Restaurant, 1170 Starkey Rd, Largo, Florida 33771 

Con’t  —> page 2 June’s speaker is 

Dave “Doc” Dockery 
President , Tampa Bay Technology 

WWW.Largodemocrats.org 

F https://www.facebook.com/

Largodemocrats/ 
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MLA From Page 1 happy with his withdrawing us from 

the Paris Accord? Is it his destroying 

our centuries-long relationships with 

our European Allies and making him-

self a laughingstock at Conferences 

with world Leaders? Clearly, they 

believe lies that the immigrants are 

the enemy of Americans when, in 

fact, all of us are descended from 

immigrants.  

We must choose the Candidate who 

can beat him, as well as be able to 

pick up a damaged country and set it 

on the path to recovery. Then we 

must not act like Democrats of pre-

vious elections. Regardless who is 

chosen as the Nominee, Democrats 

must put aside their loyalty to a 

different Candidate and support the 

Democratic Nominee. Democrats 

must ignore third Party Candidates 

who have stolen elections before. 

(Stop and think about the condition 

you think this country would be in if 

Dictator who arranges the mur-

ders of those who oppose him. 

What he wants, and he has said 

as much, is to be President for 

Life, as  Xi Jinping is. He wants 

to invite an even more cruel 

Kim Yong-un to the White 

House to serve their Bromance. 

If he is reelected, we will never 

redeem our Democracy. 

What he is, God help us, is a 

reality TV host who is a genius 

at controlling the media. What 

he has, is a large segment of 

the population who believe his 

lies and never question what he 

says or does. They never look 

beyond Fox News which is the 

media arm of his campaign. He 

also has a Campaign for reelec-

tion that never ceased to oper-

ate, and which is well, if largely 

illegally, funded. His Campaign 

rallies continue unabated and, 

as before, are filled with hate, 

lies and meanness. 

So, how do we beat him? How 

do we make people understand 

that by the time we remove 

him from office, we may not 

have a Democracy? Even those 

followers who are uncomforta-

ble with some of his actions, 

say they like what he is doing, I 

am unclear what those things 

are. Could it be that they are 

Al Gore had become Presi-

dent), and probably, each in 

her or his own way, should 

pray a lot.   

 

 

 It can be hard to visualize the impact of gerrymandering -- so 

we created a few simple charts to show how badly Republi-

cans have manipulated the maps in a few key states. 
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U pc omi ng  s p eaker s  

June 6th, 2019 was the 75th anniversary of D-
Day.  In honor of that important occasion, Doc 
was asked by several groups to give a speech 
that he wrote called: 
 

"Masterful Deceptions of D-
Day".  This speech is more entertain-
ing than any spy novel you will ever 
read, and it has the advantage of be-
ing TRUE.  The Allies employed a 
wondrous amount of deceptions over 
the 2 years preceding the attack to 
convince the Germans that they were 
going to attack Normandy miles away 
from where the actual event oc-
curred.  Their clever deceptions are 
credited with saving 2 million Allied 
lives.  Much of what I will talk about 
remained classified for 70 years.” 

 
Doc will present “Masterful Deceptions of D-
Day “at our July meeting.  These revelations 
will be  no less entertaining for being true! 

 

Doc has been elected president of the 
Tampa Bay Technology Center (formerly 
the Tampa Bay Computer Society) for 22 
years. 
He  teaches a wide variety of tech subjects: 
Microsoft Windows and Microsoft Office, the 
Internet, tablets, smart phones, and a variety 
of social media. 

He created the Random Acts of Kindness 
FREE Computer Repair clinics.  Initially, he 
took a crew of about 14 people around to lo-
cal libraries and civic organizations where we 
fixed computers for the day. They quit travel-
ing, however, and now do them at their facili-
ty in Clearwater so that they can feed the 
people who drop by as well as have a variety 
of free seminars for the day.    

 

August— Rob Lorei   

Rob Lorei  is a well-known local media personality in the 
Tampa Bay area. He is a co-founder of WMNF non-
commercial radio and serves as its current news and 
public affairs director, as well as host and managing 
editor of Florida This Week on WEDU-TV.  

October —   Dr Darryl Paulson –  

Will speak about the problems people with chronic pain 
have getting their medications because of the re-
strictions put on Pharmacies  

Charlie Crist has an open invitation. To speak based 
upon his availability.   

 September —   Also  Pinellas County Democratic Party 
Chari Barbara Scott and Chair of the Party’s Campaign 
Planning Committee Lisa DesCoteaux are potential 
guest speakers.  The DEC has been aggressively ramp-
ing up for the upcoming elections.. The Campaign 
Planning Committee has several sub-committees that 
have been busy recruiting candidates, training candi-
dates and campaign staff, and signing up volunteers.  

Doc From Page 1 

https://www.wmnf.org/
https://www.wmnf.org/
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District 66 NewsDistrict 66 News  

Democratic District 66 Activities 

 

Announcements: 
Next meeting:  

 
Thursday  

Jul  25, 2019, 
6:30 –7:30 pm 

 at the  
Island Way Clubroom 

2nd floor 
223 Island Way 

Clearwater 

Agenda: 
Welcome &  District update 

     Ginny 
With Alex Heeren and 
     Kathleen Beckman 

7:30 close 
 

BEER Night!  Friday July 11 
   From 7:00 pm -??? 
West Bay Tap House 

80 Clearwater-Largo Road 
Largo 

2019 Juneteenth Celebration & Fish Fry 

Friends of Ridgecrest/Crime Watch 
 

We updated some voter registrations and celebrated Ridgecrest graduates on Saturday for Juneteenth.  

Michael Fleming, from the Game Changers, was among the inspirational speakers of the event. The fish fry 

was delicious. And thank you Largo Club Dems for your support.  

 NEW:  Mid-week workdays on Thursdays from 10—12 noon —   

727-400-6068 (leave message to learn more) 
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CONTACT US 
2250 1st Avenue North 
St Petersburg, FL 33713 
Office hours vary based on volunteer ability. 
Please call or email for more information.  

office@pinellasdemocrats.com  

727.327.2796  

Pinellasdemocrats.org 
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/

events/  
Pinellas County is 

IN IT TO WIN IT! 

CLICK here for train-

ing opportunities! 

Pinellas County Democratic Districts 65, 66 & 67 

Invite you to  

Meet 

Our Candidates 

Thursday, August 22, 2019   from 6:00—8:00 pm 
 

We are gearing up to elect Democrats locals 

Join us at: 

  
Clearwater East Library—St. Pete College—Clearwater Campus 

2261 Drew Street, Clearwater 33765 

On the agenda: 

Lisa DesCoteaux 

Barbara Scott 

Deb Anderson 

Candidates 

Up to date Information: 

Campaign resources from the party 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Upcoming Events 

Win Numbers 

Latest campaign information 

Hosts: 

District 65, Paul Ford, Chair 

District 66, Ginny Nelson, Chair 

District 67, Marita Lynch, Chair 

https://pinellasdemocrats.org/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/events/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/events/
https://pinellasdemocrats.org/events/
https://www.largodemocrats.org/organizing-for-2020
https://www.largodemocrats.org/organizing-for-2020
https://www.largodemocrats.org/organizing-for-2020
https://www.largodemocrats.org/organizing-for-2020
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From the Chair's Desk 

On July 9, Congresswomen 

Debbie Wasserman-Schultz 

and Debbie Mucarsel-

Powell, and Florida Demo-

cratic Party Chair Terrie Riz-

zo held a press call to de-

nounce the Trump admin-

istration's attempt to have 

the courts declare the 

Affordable Care Act uncon-

stitutional and place the 

health care of millions of 

Americans at risk.  

Congress-

woman Deb-

bie Wasser-

man-Schultz: 

“"I think that it's important 

for us to say at the outset that 

this president is one of the 

cruelest politicians that I've 

ever come across. But his 

attempts to destroy the 

Affordable Care Act, with no 

real plans to replace it, is one 

of the most disgusting and 

dastardly ploys that I have 

ever encountered. The con-

sequences for Floridians 

would be devastating. I 

mean it is critical that we talk 

about what's at stake as the 

Fifth Circuit considers the 

constitutionality of the 

Affordable Care Act, which 

the Trump administration 

has now completely aban-

doned protecting or even 

pretending to defend it. The 

president promised better 

health coverage and he's 

clearly repeatedly lied to us 

all."  

Congress-

woman Deb-

bie Mucarsel

-Powell: 
“"This is just one more act of 

cruelty against Americans. 

As we all know, if there was 

a repeal of the Affordable 

Care Act, we would have 

millions of Floridians that 

Chair Terrie 

Rizzo: 
“"Throwing out protections 

for people with pre-

existing conditions doesn't 

make health care great 

again. 

Allowing insurance compa-

nies to charge seniors over 

triple what they charge 

younger people doesn't 

help make healthcare great 

again. Returning to a time 

when insurers could drop 

young people from their 

parent's health plans be-

fore 26 doesn't make 

health care great again. 

If the Trump administra-

tion succeeds with this law-

suit, Trump won't be mak-

ing health care better for 

Florida. 

This is another example of 

why Trump isn't going to 

win Florida: When voters 

ask themselves the ques-

tion: what's Donald Trump 

done for me? The answer 

is clear: nothing."  

would be affected. Just in my 

district, in Florida's 26th con-

gressional district, we have 

more than 100,000 people 

who rely on the ACA to get 

their healthcare. 

So what does this mean ex-

actly? 

Families, for example, who 

have severely disabled chil-

dren who are particularly 

reliant on the benefits of the 

A.C.A. would lose coverage. 

If you are older than 55, you 

would have to pay three to 

five times more in coverage 

than younger people. If we 

overturn the A.C.A., children 

would not be able to stay on 

their parents coverage, as 

we saw, until the age of 26. 

Trump has broken his 

healthcare promises. He has 

made it clear that he has no 

plan and has no care to pro-

tect Americans and their 

healthcare. 

The only plan that he has is 

politically motivated lawsuit 

that will raise costs and cut 

access to care." 

Florida Dem-

ocratic Party 
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 Civil Justice News 

Helpful graphic (pulled from Jessica Harrington's post). 

https://www.facebook.com/jessica.harrington.376695?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARBXsh5AQYVCyBbAvC4S8FmQD6kLwitAisQ8V2_fdbYMZ6kI7MhyCzK4gzQ94Fux0LRTBW-hY4pdm8vt&dti=318510815168025&hc_location=group_dialog
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as, learned the news that the 
Civil War had ended 
and they were free.  

 

History 

An estimated 17 million peo-
ple, primarily from African 
countries, were victims of 
the transtlantic slave trade. 
One of history's greatest in-
humanities, it was also the 
world's largest deportation 
and one that created a new 
world economy in the 18th 
century.  

 

Approximately four million 
of those were were torn from 
their homes and sold into 
slavery in America be-
tween 1619 to 1865. Slaves, 
particularly in the South 
where they labored without 
pay, became the backbone of 
the economy. 

 

Enslavement "shaped eve-
ry crucial aspect of the 
economy and politics of 
America, so that by 1836, 
more than $600 million, 
almost half of the eco-
nomic activity in the 
United States, derived 
directly, or indirectly, by 
the cotton produced by 
the million odd slaves." --
 Historian Edward Baptist  
 

Though slaves had been de-

Opinion & LettersOpinion & Letters  

The House Judiciary Sub-
committee on 
the Constitution, Civil 
Rights and Civil Liber-
ties today held hearings on 
the subject of reparations for 
African Americans "for the 
perpetration of gross human 
rights violations and crimes 
against humanity on African 
slaves and their descend-
ants." 

H.R. 40, the Commission 
to Study and Develop 
Reparation Proposals for 
African-Americans 
Act: To address the fun-
damental injustice, cruel-
ty, brutality, and inhu-
manity of slavery in the 
United States and the 13 
American colonies be-
tween 1619 and 1865 and 
to establish a commission 
to study and consider a 
national apology and pro-
posal for reparations for 
the institution of slavery, 
its subsequent de jure and 
de facto racial and eco-
nomic discrimination 
against African-
Americans, and the im-
pact of these forces on 
living African-Americans, 
to make recommendations 
to the Congress on appro-
priate remedies, and for 
other purposes.  

 

The hearing comes on the 

anniversary of 
"Juneteenth," the day in 
1865 when slaves through-
out the confederacy, the last 
being in Galvaston, Tex-

clared free by Presi-
dent Abraham Lin-
coln's 1863 Emancipation 
Proclamation, it was not 
until the end of the Civil War 
in 1865, and the ratification 
of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment to the United States 
Constitution, that most were 
actually given their freedom. 

 

Glover: "Justice for black 
people will not flow into 
society merely from court 
decisions, nor from foun-
tains of political oratory ... 
justice for black people 
cannot be achieved without 
radical changes in the 
structure of our society"  

 
The Thirteenth Amend-
ment, which applies to the 
actions of private citizens, 
abolished slavery and invol-
untary servitude, except 
as punishment for a crime. 

 

After the war, the newly 
freed slaves were prom-
ised "40 acres and a mule  

" as compensation,  

 but following the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln in 
1865, President Andrew 
Johnson overturned the 
agreement. 

 

In the District of Colum-
bia, which fell under direct 
Federal con-
trol, slave owners were actu-
ally compensated for the loss 
of slaves, their "property." 
The practice of 
"compensated emancipation" 

was exercised more broadly in 
other countries. 

 

It would be many generations, 
however, before even the most 
basic of citizen rights were 
granted to African Americans. 

 

"Jim Crow" state and local 
laws, which mandated racial 
segregation in public places, 
were enacted throughout the 
South during the Reconstruc-
tion era after the war, re-
mained in place until passage 
of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. 

Although the the 15th Amend-
ment, ratified in 1870, prohib-
ited states from denying a male 
citizen the right to vote based 
on "race, color or previous 
condition of servitude," it was 
not until the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 that measures to 
protect African Americans' 
voting rights were written to 
law. 

 

Although President Harry Tru-
man officially ended segrega-
tion in the US Armed Forces 
in 1948, black veterans were 
not granted full benefits under 
the G.I. Bill until decades lat-
er. 

 

Experts also attribute the cur-
rent wealth gap to result of 
slavery and systemic discrimi-
nation. According to the Fed-
eral Reserve, in 2016, the me-
dian income of African Ameri-
cans was $17,409, only one-
tenth that of white Americans 
at $171,000. 

 

"African Americans still face injustices every day, in all areas of our society - from 
voter suppression and racial gerrymandering, to pay gaps and predatory lending, to 
police brutality and sentencing disparities. As we commemorate (Juneteenth) ... 
let us recommit ourselves to the cause of justice and equality for all Americans - no 
matter the color of their skin."  
-- DNC Chair Tom Perez and DNC Black Caucus Chair Virgie Rollins  

Con’t next 

page 
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These are just a few of the 
issues regarding the damage 
done by slavery and its legacy 
that a commission would 
study.  

 

Repairing History 

The issue of compensating 
descendants of slaves is one 
that has gathered momentum 
in recent years. 

 

Although for-
mer Congressman John Co-
nyers Jr (D-MI) introduced a 
bill to create a congressional 
commission and study on rep-
arations every year from 1989 
until his resignation in 2017, 
his proposal has not held seri-
ous promise until now, under a 
Democratic-controlled House. 

 

In 2016, the United Nations' 
Working Group of Experts on 
People of African Descent 
encouraged Congress to 
pass H.R.40, the Conyers 
bill, stating, "Despite substan-
tial changes since the end of 
the enforcement of Jim Crow 
and the fight for civil rights, 
ideology ensuring the domina-
tion of one group over another, 
continues to negatively impact 
the civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights of 
African Americans today."  

 

H.R.40, introduced in the 
116th Congress 
by Congresswoman Sheila 
Jackson Lee (D-TX), has the 
support of 64 co-sponsors, all 
Democrats. A companion 
bill, S.1083, introduced 
by Senator Cory Booker (D-
NJ), has 12 co-sponsors (11 
Dems, 1 Independent) in the 
Senate. 

 
City of Tallahassee, Leon 
County urge census partici-
pation  
 
City and county leaders part-
nered with Florida Tax 
Watch Wednesday to urge 
community members to par-
ticipate in the 2020 census. 
Federal grant programs dis-
tribute $700 billion using 
census data. And if Florida is 
under represented on the 
census, it could cost the 
state millions of dollars. 
That's why Tallahassee and 
Leon County each allocated 
$10,000 for a public out-
reach program called the 
Complete Count Committee. 
The goal is to encourage 
people to participate in are-
as that historically don't 
complete the census. "It 
matters in Tallahassee. We 
are the Capitol City, we are 
the capitol county, we are 
the 8th largest city in Flori-
da, and we're going to make 
sure we make a difference 
and have an accurate 
count," said Tallahassee 
Mayor John Dailey. Source  
 

TaxWatch says Florida 
could lose billions if un-
dercounted in 2020 cen-
sus  
Florida could lose out on 
billions of dollars from the 
federal government if the 

State groups and local gov-

ernments pledge to get 

people involved in census, 

but state of FL? Not so 

much  

Florida Phoenix  

Gov. Ron DeSantis may be 

using a “hands off” approach 

to getting Floridians counted 

in the 2020 U.S. Census, but 

local governments and the 

nonprofit Florida group Tax-

Watch said Wednesday it’s 

critical to invest in the census 

to make sure communities get 

their fair share of federal dol-

lars. An undercount of the 

number of people living in 

Florida during the 2000 census 

“cost Florida in (federal) 

grants at least $225 million 

per year….that’s money that 

Florida should have received,” 

Dominic Calabro with Florida 

TaxWatch said during a press 

conference at the group’s 

Tallahassee headquarters. 

Tallahassee Mayor John Dailey 

and Leon County Commission-

er Rick Minor told report-

ers how their local govern-

ments intend to work closely 

together to ensure that the 

area has a complete a census 

count in 2020. Leon and Talla-

From prior page 

state’s population is under-
counted in the 2020 Census. 
That’s the message Florida’s 
lead fiscal watchdog, Florida 
TaxWatch, is emphasizing 
ahead of the constitutionally 
mandated headcount. Taw-
Watch highlighted a collabo-
ration between the city of 
Tallahassee and the Leon 
County Commission as an 
example other municipali-
ties in the state should fol-
low to ensure an accurate 
count. TaxWatch President 
Dominic Calabro empha-
sized the important role 
counties and cities will play 
since the state has thus far 
decided not to establish a 
census committee. “This is a 
really critical fiscal issue. It's 
a critical fiduciary issue and I 
really do believe, I'm not 
trying to defend anybody, 
but I think it's ultimately a 
community-based issue. 
Because when you get right 
down to it, who knows the 
neighborhoods? Not the 
state agencies. It's the local 
communities,” said Calabro. 
Tallahassee’s Mayor and the 
Chair of the Leon County 
Commission hold leadership 
positions at the Florida 
League of Cities and the 
Florida Association of Coun-
ties. Both said they plan to 
work to help other local 
governments prepare for 
the Census. Source  

Cont’d next page —> 
Con’t  next page  Dems 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NkPGLJTQY8Oo1myvXExOvbIEabvt57wRJ4ETcXN9ugexpjqlbxmhjyg6JtvwlKUu_sDZfBNdZOlbjoMaV91Pc9gXQqtB9TuU3gJgqVgpDjsEQtj3aYEQYJVa2luh79TFPqORl_uKQthVhlTi9-ngqSQmED4bAVkB5UC8NuKO9O3SIPTqLYPAr3Pkij0onmXoW30aNU3Y01fzIkjO4Gmy5xX1tksHeknwSAw8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NkPGLJTQY8Oo1myvXExOvbIEabvt57wRJ4ETcXN9ugexpjqlbxmhjyg6JtvwlKUu6bl2x1FLfGbPAf5t2VyY4I194r08u7BGEK_Af245SNnKV2pk8Ce76PDarm47sH7RnGRL79AqwJ500PtSOu_AdJ8sF_TUnX1a12H0o4I1FyhiTwunq3VSA3oHAi_Ky8_T-YgSOm1gavouSMHTWhkLrwtnUjBpEql_ZLWu
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hassee have each allocated 

$10,000 for a “Complete 

Count Committee,” joining 

some of the state’s largest 

local governments in forming 

citizen advisory groups which 

aim to encourage people to 

participate. But the local gov-

ernments won’t be getting 

any help from the state. Gov. 

DeSantis said he does not 

intend to allocate any state 

money towards the 

effort. Source  

 

Community involvement 

critical component of 

Census  

Florida Politics  

In recent months, the Donald 

Trump administration’s 

attempts to include a contro-

versial citizenship question 

on the 2020 U.S. Census have 

irked Florida Democrats, who 

fear such an inquiry could 

lead to an undercount of the 

state’s population. A recent 

ruling by the U.S. Supreme 

Court that blocked the citi-

zenship question from next 

year’s survey hasn’t quelled 

critics’ lingering concerns, 

especially after Trump re-

fused to back down from the 

legal battle. But Dominic 

Calabro, president of busi-

ness-backed Florida Tax-

Watch, said he isn’t worried 

about which items appear 

on the questionnaire. His 

focus remains on getting 

communities to participate 

in the count, Calabro told 

reporters at a press confer-

ence Wednesday. “I think it 

is ultimately a community-

based issue, because when 

you get right down to it, 

who knows the communi-

ties? It is not the state agen-

cies, it’s the communities,” 

he said. “It all happens at 

the local level.” Source  

 

 

Minimum wage vote 

closer to 2020 ballot 

after June push  

Florida Politics  

June was yet another strong 

month for a push toward a 

Constitutional Amendment 

that would raise Florida’s 

minimum wage to $15 an 

hour by 2026. Law-

yer John Morgan‘s 

firm cut three 

checks totaling 

$812,340, the sec-

ond straight month 

of checks in that 

range to the spon-

soring political com-

mittee (Florida for a 

Fair Wage) This is a 

pay-as-you-go effort by 

Morgan, the principal do-

nor: $816,000 went out for 

petition collection and veri-

fication statewide. The 

amendment would raise the 

minimum wage to $10 an 

hour on Sept. 30, 2021, 

then increase by a dollar 

every year through 2026. 

The state’s minimum wage 

currently is $8.46 an hour. 

Of the 766,200 valid signa-

tures required, the wage 

initiative already has 

341,189, compared to 

239,000 of them just a 

month ago. If this trend 

holds, what Morgan has 

called his “last crusade” 

would be on the 2020 bal-

lot. But headwinds could 

await. Source  

 

FLC is Florida League of 

Cities a non-partisan advo-

cacy organization for munic-

ipalities. 
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From previous page 

 

Booker: "It is a cancer on 
the soul of our coun-
try...This idea that it is just 
about writing a check from 
one American to another 
falls far short of the im-
portance of this conversa-
tion" (AP)  
 

Booker's presidential prima-
ry opponents have also wad-
ed into the discussion, draw-
ing more public attention to 
the issue. A majority are sup-
portive of H.R.40 or advocate 
for some form of addressing 
reparations through econom-
ic, educational and other 
programs. 

 

The bill, however, faces open 
opposition in the Republican-
controlled US Sen-
ate. Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) this week 
said, "I don't think repara-
tions for something that hap-
pened 150 years ago, for 
whom none of us currently 
living are responsible, is a 
good idea."  

Dems From page 9 
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deeply disappointed that the 

administration’s budget 

would have cut Medicare 

by nearly $1 trillion. This is 

unacceptable. Protecting 

Social Security and Medi-

care should be a priority for 

anyone in an office of pub-

lic trust. That is why my 

first bill, the Save Social 

Security Act (H.R.567), 

would scrap the income cap 

so those earning the most 

pay into Social Security just 

like the rest of us. My bill 

would raise enough revenue 

to preserve Social Security 

for another generation with 

enough left over to end the 

double taxation on Social 

Security benefits. A win-

win! 

Prescription Drug Pric-

es – Over the past two dec-

ades, prescription drugs and 

other healthcare costs have 

been skyrocketing. The 

prices for vital medications 

and routine procedures 

have become unaffordable 

for many Floridians, espe-

cially our seniors and those 

with diabetes and other 

chronic conditions. Recent-

ly, I was proud to join my 

colleagues in the House of 

Representatives to pass 

H.R.987, the Strengthening 

Health Care and Lowering 

Prescription Drug Costs 

Act, a sweeping piece of 

legislation that will expand 
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mittee, I was able to se-

cure $10 million to fight red 

tide and other harmful algae 

blooms. We both know that 

natural beauty is what makes 

our community a wonderful 

place to live, and I am happy 

to be in that fight with you. 

Veterans – Our district is 

blessed to be home to 

70,000 veterans. I can think 

of no greater call than serv-

ing those who served. This 

means working across the 

aisle on a bipartisan basis to 

improve the VA, expand 

benefits, and get Pinellas 

County veterans the care 

they deserve. I introduced 

the Veterans Treatment 

Court Coordination Act 

(H.R.886), with over 100 

bipartisan cosponsors, to 

help veterans caught in the 

criminal justice system get 

access to care instead of jail, 

and the Expedite Agent 

Orange Coverage Act 

(H.R.1482) to deliver bene-

fits more quickly to our Vi-

etnam Veterans. We should 

never be afraid to fight for 

those who fought for our 

freedom. 

Flood Insurance – Pinellas 

County is surrounded by 

water, underscoring just how 

important flood insurance is 

to our community. That is 

why I am fighting for a 

strong and affordable Na-

tional Flood Insurance Pro-

gram, along with a new, in-

novative program to mitigate 

flooding before disaster 

Con’t next page —>> 
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Two years, ix months, and 

nine days ago, I began my 

work as your representative 

in the People's House. I've 

never forgotten the main 

reasons you sent me to 

Washington - to keep you 

and your family safe, protect 

our environment, lower 

healthcare and prescription 

drug costs and promote 

greater civility in Congress. 

This year, we've had some 

significant wins on issues 

impacting Pinellas families - 

from lowering prescription 

drug prices, to preventing 

offshore drilling, to sup-

porting our veterans, and 

ending the scourge of spam 

calls. Here's an update of 

what I've been fighting for 

on your behalf in 2019:    

Medicare and Social Se-

curity – As Vice-Chair of 

the Seniors Task Force, I 

am committed to protecting 

seniors’ financial security 

and quality of life. Medi-

care and Social Security are 

EARNED benefits after a 

lifetime of hard work and 

paying into the system - yet 

some politicians don't seem 

to understand that they are 

a lifeline to so many. I was 

production of 

lower cost gener-

ic drugs and 

close loopholes 

pharmaceutical 

companies use to 

gouge consumers. 

But we need to do 

more to lower drug costs. 

Under H.R.1046, 

the Medicare Negotiation 

and Competitive Licensing 

Act, if drug companies fail 

to negotiate in good faith, 

Medicare would be al-

lowed to end their exclu-

sive right to produce that 

drug. Drug company lob-

byists hate it, but I don’t 

care. It’s the right thing to 

do for the people. That’s 

whose side I’m on. 

Environment – One thing 

all Pinellas residents share 

is a deep appreciation for 

our beautiful environment. 

As a lifelong Floridian and 

avid boater, I will always 

work to protect and pre-

serve our natural ecosys-

tem. This means advocat-

ing for clean water and 

clean air, supporting Ever-

glades restoration, and 

tackling the existential 

threat of climate change. 

As a member of the Sci-

ence, Space, and Technolo-

gy Committee, I am taking 

the fight to the oil and gas 

companies that want to 

drill off our coasts. Not on 

my watch! With the privi-

lege of serving on the pow-

erful Appropriations Com-
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strikes. My bill, the State 

Flood Mitigation Revolving 

Fund Act (H.R.1610), 

would help cities and towns 

build more resiliency to 

floods and rising sea levels. I 

am optimistic that we will be 

able to get flood insurance 

done right for the people! 

Spam Calls – How many 

times per day do you get 

harassed by unwanted spam 

calls? This has got to stop! 

It’s more than an annoyance 

– it's an invasion of privacy 

used to deceive and take ad-

vantage of unsuspecting vic-

tims. That’s why I was proud 

to work across the aisle to 

introduce the Spam Calls 

Task Force Act (H.R.721). 

The scourge of spam calls is 

a multi-faceted problem that 

requires all hands on deck. 

This bill establishes an inter-

agency working group to 

solve the scourge of spam 

calls once and for all and is 

currently moving through 

committee. 

It is truly an honor to serve 

as your representative in our 

nation's capital. The most 

important role in a democra-

cy is citizen - so thank you 

for doing your part for our 

beautiful Pinellas communi-

ty. Please feel free to call my 

district office at (727) 318-

6770 with any questions, 

concerns, or thoughts you 

may have - you're the boss!  

Sincerely,  

Charlie Crist 

US Congressman 

By Aaron Blake 

Washington Post Online 

This whole debate may, 

by itself, scare undocu-

mented immigrants 

away from responding 

to the census — which 

opponents charged was 

the true goal in the first 

place. 

President Trump and his 

administration are waving 

the white flag on the cen-

sus citizenship ques-

tionfor the second time 

this month — this time 

apparently for good. 

Trump announced Thurs-

day that he’ll push to get 

citizenship data by some 

other means, rather than 

attempting to avenge his 

administration’s Supreme 

Court loss or trying an 

executive order. 

The news will hearten 

those who feared the 

census question would 

be used to help Republi-

cans politically. 

But what if it already has? 

Opponents of the move 

have long argued that 

this whole thing is an 

attempt to dissuade un-

documented immigrants 

from responding to the 

census. And if undocu-

mented immigrants don’t 

respond, the argument 

goes, that would dilute the 

power of the largely Demo-

cratic areas in which they 

live and shift power to 

more Republican-friendly 

areas. 

Some opponents, though, 

have suggested this might 

happen even if the ques-

tion isn’t ultimately on the 

census. They said that 

could happen simply by 

virtue of the protracted 

debate we’ve had — which 

could render the undocu-

mented immigrants suspi-

cious of the process and 

the census. 

Denise Hullet, a lawyer for 

the Mexican American Le-

gal Defense and Education-

al Fund (MALDEF), 

broached the possibility 

with a federal judge last 

week, after President 

Trump tweeted that the 

census fight would contin-

ue. 

“The president’s tweet has 

some of the same effects 

that the addition of the 

question would in the first 

place and some of the 
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Trump just backed down on the census citizenship question. 

But what if the damage is already done? 

same effects on the 18-

month battle that was 

just waged over the citi-

zenship question,” Hullet 

said. “It leaves the immi-

grant communities to be-

lieve that the government 

is still after information 

that could endanger 

them.” 

And there is reason to 

believe it could have just 

such an impact. 

Response rates to federal 

government surveys have 

been dropping for dec-

ades, leading to signifi-

cant fears about particu-

lar groups being under-

counted. A survey by the 

U.S. Census Bureau ahead 

of the 2010 census found 

85 percent of people said 

they were either 

“extremely likely” or 

“very likely” to respond to 

the 2010 census, yet only 

about three-quarters did. 

In the same survey con-

ducted ahead of the 2020 

census, just 67 percent 

said they were at least 

“very likely” to respond, 

suggesting a significant 

Con’t census next page 
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drop-off ahead. 

Among the groups least likely to par-

ticipate? The ones that logically in-

clude undocumented immigrants. The 

pre-census survey did not ask people 

about their citizenship, but Hispanics, 

immigrants and non-English speakers 

were all less likely to fill out a census 
form. 

To wit: 

 While 30 percent of all respond-
ents were “extremely likely” to re-
spond, just 23 percent of Hispanics 
were. 

 While 68 percent of people who 
were proficient in English were at 
least “very likely” to respond, just 55 
percent of nonproficient people were. 
Just 13 percent of those without Eng-
lish proficiency were “extremely like-
ly” to respond. 

 While 68 percent of nonimmi-
grants were at least “very likely” to 
respond, 63 percent of immigrants 
were. Here again, very few were 
“extremely” likely to respond, at 19.5 
percent. 

These groups were also more likely to 
be worried about census data being 
shared with other government agen-
cies — possibly including Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) — 
and about it being used against them. 

While just 24 percent overall worried 
the information would be shared 
across agencies, 32 percent of Hispan-
ics did, 32 percent of immigrants did, 
and 37 percent of non-English speak-
ers did. 

While just 22 percent overall 

thought their answers might “be 

used against you,” 33 percent of His-

panics did, 34 percent of immigrants 

did, and a whopping 39 percent of 

non-English speakers did. 

Even if some undocumented immi-

grants are already scared away, the 

new decision means the census 

won’t provide something else Re-

publicans have coveted and could 

help them redistrict their way into 

more power: the ability to draw dis-

tricts according to citizens, rather 

than total population. You need 

granular data to attempt that; 

it’s not clear it will be possible any 

other way.  

 . 

 . 

 . 

But this survey was 
conducted before 
the census citizen-
ship debate came 
into focus, and the 
above data  
[omitted from here 
for space concerns] 
suggest there is 
considerably more 
suspicion about the 
process among 
groups that are 
likely to contain 
undocumented im-
migrants. The idea 
that the govern-
ment might be try-
ing to root out un-
documented immi-
grants using the 
census is some-
thing they may al-
ready be suspicious 
of. In fact, 10 per-

cent of people in the survey al-
ready did think the census was used 
for this purpose, while another 37 
percent thought it might be. 

Layer on top of that some nation-

wide ICE raids, and it’s not difficult 

to see why undocumented immi-

grants would steer clear of respond-

ing to a survey from the federal gov-

ernment — even if it doesn’t actual-

ly contain a question about their 

citizenship.   
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Please visit our new web-

site. NOTE that it has 

changed from .com 

to .org!!! 

There are many submen-

us with valuable infor-

mation.  Don’t overlook 

hem. 

Why Join the Largo/Mid

-Pinellas Democratic Club? 

 

The club provides a variety of 
ways to stay informed and in-
volved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But 
we‘re not just about talk. We will 
be part of the action in finding 
the best candidates and getting 
them elected, as well as sup-
porting the most important caus-
es. We will write letters, make 
phone calls, knock on doors, reg-
ister voters, and whatever else it 
takes to bring change to our com-
munities, our county and our 
state. But, just as important, we 
also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s `company and cele-
brate each other‘s efforts at so-
cial events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective 
and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-
Pinellas Democratic Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats  
 Meet and get to know your 

elected officials and potential 
candidates  

 Raise funds and work for candi-
dates  

 Participate in community ser-
vice projects  

 Hear speakers and discuss is-
sues of local, state and national 
importance  

 Attend special events and 
monthly meetings.  
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For the most up-to-

date information on 

your Federal, State, 

and County represent-

atives including all 

contact information, 

Go to : 

https://

www.votepinellas.com/

Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

pdf_for_Website/

Voter_Information/2017%

20Citizens%20Guide.pdf 

Senator Rick  Scott Washington, D.C. 
United States Senate 83 Russell Senate 
Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5274  

Email: help@rickscott.senate.gov   
 
Senator Marco Rubio United States Sen-
ate, 284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Main: (202) 224-
3041, Toll free: (866) 630-7106 Fax: (202) 
228-5171, TTY: (407) 254-5548 Tampa: 
5201 West Kennedy Boulevard Suite 530 
Tampa, FL 33609 Phone: (813) 287-5035 
Call: (813) 977-6450 

Rep. Charlie Crist - 13th District http://
crist.house.gov/ Washington, DC Office 
427 Cannon HOB Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5961 Fax: (202) 225-
9764 District Offices Seminole District 
Office 9210 113th Street Seminole, FL 
33772 (727) 394-6950 (727) 394-6955 
(fax) St. Petersburg District Office 696 
1st Avenue North, Suite #203 St. Peters-
burg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 318-6770 

Rep. Kathy Castor - 14th District  Wash-
ington Office 205 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515 Phone: 
(202)225-3376 Fax: (202)225-5652 Tam-
pa Office 4144 N Armenia Ave Suite 
300 Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)871-
2817 Fax: (813)871-2864 Office Hours: 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm St. Petersburg Office 
University of South Florida – St. Pete 
Williams House 511 Second St. S. St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701 Phone: (727) 873-
2817 Office Hours: Please call in ad-
vance. Note: Please mail all items to the 
Tampa District Office address.  

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - 12th District Washing-
ton, DC Office 2112 Rayburn HOB Wash-
ington, DC 20515 PHONE: (202) 225-
5755 FAX: (202) 225-4085 New Port 
Richey Office 7132 Little Road New Port 
Richey, FL 34654 PHONE: (727) 232-
2921 FAX: (727) 232-2923 Tarpon 
Springs Office 600 Klosterman Road 
Room BB-038 Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
PHONE: (727) 940-5860 FAX: (727) 940-
5861 Wesley Chapel Office 5901 Ar-
gerian Drive Suite 102 Wesley Chapel, FL 
33545 PHONE: (813) 501-4942 FAX: 
(813) 501-4944  

Contact your Federal Contact your Federal 

Representative!Representative!  
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