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A MINISTRY THAT SHARES THE GOSPEL BY REACHING OUT TO THE POOR, THE HOMELESS AND THE
MARGINALISED PEOPLE OF SYDNEY TELLING THEM THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS
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Over the Christmas break we had time to reflect and seek what God wanted us to do this year.
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We had a van leaders meeting early February and the team had the overall consensus that God
wanted to see people come to Him, and to see their lives transformed (by His word and Spirit).
In the first 5 weeks since that meeting, the team has led 10 people to faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus
Cares Ministry has amazing volunteers who love God and God uses each one in unique and
powerful ways. The fruit is an increase in salvations (people coming to faith) and a sign God is
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moving to save and change lives.
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We now have the responsibility to journey with and support those who have accepted Jesus as
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their Lord and Saviour to be established in God and His word.
The van leaders are now focusing on discipleship, the early days of faith can be a struggle with
old habits, addictions and strongholds of darkness. It will take a focused effort to see growth in
their faith, truth and freedom. We need a strong focus in prayer and ministering the Word of
God to them.
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On Friday night, I was kneeling down talking to a man in a wheelchair, he was sharing the
heartache and struggle with his mother’s passing two years ago.
Another man whom I knew came up to me and also knelt down and asked to talk. We sat down
nearby and as he began to share, I noticed that he was quite distressed and emotional. He
repeatedly said that he wanted to take his life. I reminded him of his need for Jesus, to set him
free and for him to surrender to Jesus. After 10 or 15mins he said that he could not come to
Jesus because of the darkness that’s always behind him. I said that’s ok we can deal with that
and we asked Jesus to come and set him free! He surrendered his life to Jesus and was set free
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from darkness. "We ministered to him and prayed with him. God miraculously intervened in a
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supernatural way and he was set free". The peace of God came upon him and I knew it was ok to
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leave him with his friend, to dwell in God’s presence - he was changed and peaceful.
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The next day, we were doing an outreach to those attending the Gay Mardi Gras in Belmore
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Park. It was a great time with the hundreds passing to read the message of love on the Jesus

Your donation today will make
a real difference
to supporting the
homeless ,isolated and
at-risk people in our
community.

Cares board and see God’s love in action. The man who was set free the night before, came up
to me, he looked so different, peaceful and free. His whole demeanour was different; I said “you
look different”. He replied “I feel different, I feel good’. I was amazed and praised God for
what he had done.
We are in a spiritual battle and many of our street friends
know it and have experienced this battle many times over
the years.
Thank you for supporting Jesus Cares Ministry to see lives
saved and changed for God’s glory.
Michael
Ministry Coordinator
Michael with the van at Belmore Park on Mardi Gras
night

Lalor Park Op-shop and mini food bank
We call our Op Shop "Threads of Hope" and we continue to give out some hope with our "mini food
bank". Those in receipt of Centrelink Benefits can use the service paying only a token amount for
some items, with some items being free. We get the bulk of our supplies from Foodbank NSW, with
groceries, some frozen food and fruit and vegetables.
Not only is the Op Shop providing an essential service to this community through the provision of very
cheap food, but it enables us to also run a traditional Op shop of clothes and other small items. The combination of
the mini food bank and what we offer through the Op Shop enables Jesus Cares to be known and able to reach out
into this community with His love and compassion.
Lalor Park is located between Seven Hills and Blacktown, a suburb that has a high proportion of Public Housing and
unemployment.
We held a successful Christmas Function just before Christmas where we were able to serve over 400 people, working with
local churches and the local community.
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Op shop food bank produce at Lalor Park

One of our volunteers has a succulent plant nursery with
thousands of plants. He has been giving them to the homeless
to sell to help them raise their own money. Recently he had
the idea of having a little table at our breakfast to connect
with the passing working community and raise some funds
for the ministry. It has been an amazing bridge to connect
with the passing public and building some meaningful
connections.
Selling succulent plants
at Belmore Park

Rugby League outing – Volunteers
Michael and Catherine took four of our
friends living on the streets to a Rugby
League game. We were miraculously
led at the game to a corporate box fully
catered (non-alcoholic drinks).
Danielle, also a volunteer and a friend
she met up with that day organised
this amazing treat for four of our street
friends .
God truly blessed them and many
thanks to the person who arranged this
and made our street friends feel very
special.

Lakemba Book Table (South West Sydney)
Lakemba is a multi-cultural and multi -faith community where we meet Christians who are from Catholic, Orthodox
and Protestant backgrounds. We also meet Muslims who are in the majority, whose mother tongue can be Arabic,
Bengali, Urdu and other languages. We do our best to have Bibles and other material in their languages. Many are
also from disadvantaged circumstances or isolated and lonely and we are able to minister and pray with them as we
offer coffee ,chat and something to eat.
When we get into conversations, particularly with a Muslim, the discussion invariably goes into a number of “hot
topics". The top three are:

The Bible is corrupted.
As the Koran is their Holy Book, it differs from the Bible and so this is their obvious response.
They will accept the Gospels which they call the "Injil", but not the writings of Paul.

The death and resurrection of Jesus did not happen.
The Koran says ...But they did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but it was made to appear so to them. (sura
4:157). Yet Muslims believe in the virgin birth, that Jesus ascended to heaven and is coming back to judge the world.

Jesus is not the Son of God and is not divine.
It follows they do not accept the trinity as they assert we worship three
Gods.
So ministering at Lakemba has its challenges and is not like many other
places where Jesus Cares does outreach. Those who minister on our table
are experienced in engaging with Muslims and we are blessed to have two
Arabic speakers on our team. This is a mission field, right on our doorstep
where we engage with many who come to the table and they do take
Bibles and other resources.
Many converted Muslims will say it was the love and the care that
Christians showed them, which started them on the road to discover the
"real Jesus". Remembering Muslims worship a God they fear, and just
hope they will be good enough. Christians worship a God who loves us
and died for us.
Rosa, Magdy, Elwyn, Judith and Joe.
At Lakemba we also give out
balloons to children.

" Our friends at St Peters Anglican Church at Watsons Bay collect non
perishable food for our breakfast program"

Volunteers who all pitched in to make it a very happy
Christmas party for those who came.

Our friends from the streets who came and enjoyed
some carols, a message and hot food .This year some
100 people came and each received a Gloria Jeans
voucher so they could go and get a coffee and cake.
Thank you to all those who contributed.

Put this date in your diary

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
Jesus Cares is holding its Annual Fundraising Dinner On Saturday night 26th May 2018 at the
Ryde Eastwood leagues Club. Start 6 30 pm dinner will commence at 7 pm.
The Guest Speaker will be Chief Inspector Gary Raymond APM,OAM
latest book "Top Cop 3' now available in Christian book Shops.

(Ret'd). Gary has his

The cost is $50 and can be booked through www.trybooking.com and then search for Jesus Cares.

Details also at www.jesuscares.com.au

Volunteers
To register your interest as a volunteer please call Michael Smith 0405 159 623
We always need volunteers on a Sunday afternoon roster at Street Level help with serving coffee and
hot meal. Call Elwyn if you can help on Sunday.

Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs leave at 6am from Eastwood start serving at
7am in the city

Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6 pm to prepare food, have a time of
fellowship and praise and worship before setting out to the city in the Jesus Cares van.

Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level
Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help with service of tea and
coffees and a hot meal.
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park ring John Crawford 0415 803 000

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email as PDF file - log on to
www.jesuscares.com.au and complete the contact form there. This would help greatly
with the cost of posting .

