
Exterior The new-build property has a façade of honey-hued handmade 
bricks that are consistent with the Victorian mews houses that surround it
Hallway A ‘Bertoia’ chair by Harry Bertoia for Knoll and an ‘AJ’ floor lamp 
by Louis Poulsen (try Skandium) decorate the space  
Stockist details on p290 ➤

Handcrafted details and quality materials  
make this stunning new-build home in 
Bloomsbury a RIBA award winner
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nyone who watched last year’s Channel 4 television series Grand 
Designs: RIBA House of the Year will recall this shortlisted bronze-and-brick house 
in London’s Bloomsbury. It belongs to hotel consultant Peter Zenneck and his partner 
Troels Levring, a former architect-turned-developer. The pair were thinking of buying 
a traditional Georgian property nearby when they spotted a car-repair garage with 
planning permission to be converted into four flats for sale. 

‘We contacted the planner to ensure that we would be able to obtain permission to 
build just one house on the land, then put in a sealed bid,’ Troels says. ‘It’s such  
a glorious spot. A lot of sites in London are between two properties, but here the house 
feels detached because it’s on a corner.’ In 2008 the couple commissioned their friend 
and architect Jamie Fobert to work on the five-year project and, from the beginning, 
they formed a close collaborative team. ‘The architecture was all Jamie, but we pushed 
for a few things – a lazy client and architect does not make a good building,’ Troels 
says. ‘Having a rapport with Jamie raised the bar.’

A glance at the specifications for the 450-square-metre, four-floor house reveals 
why it was named a 2015 RIBA National Award Winner. From the façade of narrow, 
handmade, honey-hued Danish bricks that reveal the thumbprints of the craftspeople 
that made them, to the dovetailed corner of the exterior wall and the gleaming bronze 

The beauty of this house is all in  
the details. The carbonised steel 
banister is inspired by the work  
of Spanish artist Eduardo Chillida
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Jamie Fobert talks us through three  
of the details that make this home unique
The brickwork We wanted to create a bold and 
contemporary building, but one that blended 
seamlessly into this historic area of London. Most  
of the properties in the mews are built from London 
stock brick (handmade bricks produced before the 
advent of machinery) so we chose a brick that, from  
a distance, looks consistent. When you approach  
the house you can see the thumbprint of the man  
who made each brick in the stone, made when they 
were pushed out of the moulds. 
The eco-heating Peter and Troels wanted a swimming 
pool, but to heat this using electricity from the grid 
would have been a massive waste of energy. To avoid 
this we dug 180 metres into the ground using five bore 
holes to extract ground-heat, which is piped into the 
house [the free and sustainable heat source can be used 
for radiators, under-floor heating and warm air heating 
systems]. The only downside is that this kind of project 
is a huge investment [£13,000 to £20,000 according  
to the Energy Saving Trust; energysavingtrust.org.uk]. 
The joinery We waited until it was possible to stand  
in each of the rooms before designing the joinery, so  
that we could get a sense of the space and how the light 
fell across the interior. We designed the house in layers, 
adding the joinery as we went. It’s important to get 
recommendations for a joiner. Make a shortlist, go  
and see their workshop and be specific in your brief.  
A joiner is expensive [expect to pay £20 to £25 per 
hour for carpentry], so ensure that you’re working  
with the right person. jamiefobertarchitects.com

roof, the beauty of this house is all in the details. Inside, concrete ceilings, 
walls and pillars serve as the backbone of the building and connect the 
double-height spaces that surround a central glass-encased lightwell. 
‘Having so much daylight is the biggest luxury of this house,’ says Troels. 

It’s not just the layout that is bespoke, though. The oak staircase in 
the corner of the open-plan house has a carbonised steel banister 
inspired by an artwork by Spanish sculptor Eduardo Chillida (a favourite 
of both the architect and the owners) and the trio travelled to Italy just 
to understand how different grades of Carrara marble might be used in 
the bathroom. Peter and Troels both work at home, with one office 
upstairs and the other downstairs. Troels’ study features specially made 
geometric window shutters divided into different sized sections, all of 
which open individually. Like functional works of art, they can be opened 
in many configurations to provide light or privacy. ‘I wanted the shutters 
in my study to be translucent, so we ended up designing a kind of 
Japanese shoji screen,’ says Troels. ‘The children from the nearby school 
like them; if I slide the main section open, they wave as they walk past.’ 

The couple have lunch in the kitchen or on one of the terraces and 
enjoy going for a swim in their very own luxurious marble-clad 14-metre 
indoor pool, which is situated in the basement. ‘We imagined using the 
pool mostly in the morning, but we actually take a dip around 5pm,  
at cocktail hour,’ says Peter. ‘It’s a great way to end the working day.’

Portrait Homeowners Peter Zenneck (left) and Troels Levring (right)
Swimming pool The marble-clad 14-metre pool in the basement is lit 
in two ways: a glass-walled lightwell that cuts through the centre of the 
house, and spotlights that line the sides of the pool ➤
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‘ We designed the 
house in layers, 
adding bespoke 
joinery as we went 
and ensuring there 
was the maximum 
amount of storage’Dining area The ‘Judas’ table by Finn Juhl (try 1st 

Dibs for originals) is paired with a set of  ‘Aluminium 
Group’ chairs by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra

Kitchen The white cabinetry was designed by Opus 
Magnum and the freestanding units are by Islington 

designer James Plant Stockist details on p290 ➤
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Staircase The geometric banister echoes an art print  
by Spanish sculptor Eduardo Chillida. The welding marks 
have been left on the carbonised steel to add character 
Study The adjustable-height teak desk was designed  
by Jamie Fobert Architects  ➤



Living area A ‘243 Volage’ sofa by Philippe Starck for 
Cassina sits opposite a pair of rattan ‘Handkerchief’ 

chairs by Massimo and Lella Vignelli for Knoll. The rug 
is from Tufenkian Carpets and the coffee table is  

a 1970s plexiglass model  Stockist details on p290 ➤



Study The unique translucent shutters in this room were  
designed to look like a Japanese shoji screen
Bedroom Above the ‘Talomo’ bed by Zanotta is an Andy Warhol 
artwork from a series called ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’. A 1960s 
Swedish bureau doubles up as a bedside table and the ‘PP250 Valet’ 
chair is by Hans J Wegner for PP Møbler (try Twentytwentyone). 
The powder-blue floor light is by Foster+Partners for Lumina.  
The geometric window shutters all open individually for a fully 
customisable look  Stockist details on p290 

T R O E L S  A N D  P E T E R ’ S 
A D D R E S S  B O O K
The duo reveal their essential 
London shopping venues
The Modern Warehouse Rob and 
David, the owners of this Hackney-
based warehouse, have an 
ever-changing collection of 
Scandinavian mid-century pieces.  
We have purchased a Swedish desk  
and some Hans J Wegner pieces  
from them. There’s always a treasure  
to be found here. 3 Trafalgar Mews,  
E3 (themodernwarehouse.com)

MR Moioli Gallery Angelo Moioli has 
a tremendous passion for mid-century 
Italian furniture, lighting and glass. We 
bought a blue Fontana Arte mirror for 
the entrance hall from here. 661 Fulham 
Road, SW6 (moioligallery.com)
Opus Magnum Jon Baulkwill  
and his team of furniture makers 
produced all of our joinery, plus the 
sliding window shutters, Troels’ desk 
and the teak dining room credenza. 
They are real craftspeople, innovative 
and excited to work with different 
materials. 313 Merton Road, SW18 
(opusmagnum.co.uk)

The People’s Supermarket  
Although the produce sold here  
is sometimes mismatched and 
deformed (as it should be), this 
community-based food cooperative 
sells the most delicious fruit and 
vegetables from small farmers and 
traders. 72–76 Lambs Conduit Street, 
WC1 (thepeoplessupermarket.org)
Bloomsbury Auctions This  
venue in Mayfair is excellent for 
contemporary art and specialist  
sales. We bought our ‘Judas’ dining 
table by Finn Juhl here. 
( bloomsburyauctions.com) ED
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