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THE MUSEUM OF ALL BRENT LIFE 
 
Brief for the appointment of artists: 
Brent London Borough of Culture 2020, Artists in Libraries project 
 
1. About the London Borough of Culture 2020 
London Borough of Culture is a new initiative devised by the Mayor of London as a way 
to highlight arts and culture in London. Based on the UK City of Culture model and looking 
at what has been achieved in Hull, Derry and Liverpool, London wants to have a similar 
conversation around its boroughs. The first competition was open to London's 32 
boroughs to bid for more than £2m of funding to stage a programme of cultural events 
and initiatives in either 2019 or 2020. 
 
Brent won one of the two designations and will be London Borough of Culture in 
2020. We are planning an ambitious arts and culture programme which will be developed in 
partnership with local and national partners and delivered in locations all across the 
borough. The eyes of the world will also be upon us as we host the final of the UEFA 
European Championships at Wembley Stadium, providing a unique opportunity to show 
Europe that we are a united community that embraces and celebrates diversity. 
 
Vision 
 
Our programme is an exercise in understanding Brent. Over 2020 we will work with 
theatres, artists, film-makers, policy-makers, young people, musicians, writers and 
journalists to explore the relationship between power, people, places and institutions. It will 
empower unheard voices to participate and have a stake in the future of the borough as 
well as looking at where definitions of ‘culture’ lie and what that means to residents. While 
supporting, empowering, probing and investigating it will initiate but never institutionalize. 
We will look to our past, our present and our future to understand how we form a shared 
identity and a sense of place. Audiences will learn about Brent’s heritage, its people and its 
stories. It will present a diverse community and celebrate migration at a time of great 
uncertainty. 
 
The following questions will underpin our programme: 
 
Where are we? 
Brent hasn't been here for long. Most of London knows little about us or where we are 
located. Brent 2020 will support projects that show where Brent is and where it sits in 
relation to the rest of London, the country and the world. What does the world look like 
when viewed from Brent? Where are our borders? What are our landmarks? What do we 
look like to those looking in? We will map, film, draw, walk, orbit, sing, reveal and tour 
Brent. 
 
Where have we come from? 
Brent is a meeting point of roads, canals and railways bringing new ideas in and out of the 
borough. Millions pass through every day - some stay. Brent 2020 will support projects 
which tell the stories of those who have struggled, loved, rebelled and made their lives here. 



2 
 

We stand on the shoulders of those who came before us. What stories from Brent’s past 
need to be told? 
 
How do we live? 
Much of Brent’s creative and cultural life is behind closed doors - just over fences, walls 
and behind gates. In kitchens, gardens, on laptops, in sports clubs, gyms, allotments, 
cafés, libraries and community organisations. Brent 2020 will support projects that uncover 
and explore the private and semi-private lives of families, friends and communities across 
the borough. We hope to reveal the creative life of Brent’s communities: from its collectors 
and pet-groomers to its car-tinkerers and sound system-builders. 
 
Where are we going? 
Brent is always on the move. Building, demolishing, creating, enterprising - into the 
future. Brent 2020 will support projects that help us think about the future of the borough. 
Can Brent be a place where things are done differently, independently and creatively? What 
kind of places does the borough need to make this happen and who can create them? 
 
Why: 
● Because 2020 is due to be the first year we will no longer be part of the EU. 
● Because the eyes of Europe and the world will be on us for Euro 2020 and we want to 
show what a diverse united community we are. 
● Because we believe culture and its definition should remain with people not 
organisations. 
● Because Brent is a living example of why migration is great and how it has made 
us. 
● Because Brent “doesn’t follow trends, it sets them”. 
● Because we are a borough of pioneers, rebels, provocateurs and agitators. 
● Because Brent’s story is ready to tell. 
 
Mission 
 
By the time we get to 2022 we want Brent to be known for more than being an outer 
London borough. We want people to know: 
● Where we are - not many people outside Brent know where Brent is or what is here. 
Despite this, many people in Brent identify with it. So, the Borough of Culture programme 
should put Brent on London’s radar and show residents how they connect to the rest of 
London. 
● That young people are Brent’s truest residents. Most people who go to school in the 
borough live in it. Brent 2020 will draw on their energy, creativity and culture.  
● That we are the most diverse place to live in the UK. Brent has been more diverse for 
longer than other London boroughs. We want this year to build on the idea of Brent as a 
united diverse community, as a prototype for living together rather than as a collection of 
separate communities. The programme places great emphasis on ‘places’ (roads, public 
spaces, libraries, schools) rather than ‘communities’. 
● Brent as a place where you can see the future through dynamic new ideas coming to life – 
the Grunwick Strikes, reggae, Zadie Smith, Riz Ahmed, the centre for motorcycles (Ace Café) 
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and Hindu temples (the famous BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir temple in Neasden). It was 
in Brent that the movement to gain rights for migrant workers started. 
● That we are a place that has inspired some of the greatest writers from John Betjeman 
and AA Milne to Zadie Smith and George the Poet. 
 
Values / Key Words 
Purpose, resistance, radical, hope, authenticity, collaboration, youthful, change, recognition, 
politics, honesty, commitment, learning. 
 
2. The Museum of All Brent Life 
London is world famous for its museums and galleries. From Tate Modern to the V&A and 
the Science Museum these are some of our capital’s best loved days out; free of charge, 
they attract people from all over the world to our great cosmopolitan city. 
 
But watch out Museum Row because there’s a new kid in the block... 
 
Brent 2020 is creating the Museum of All Brent Life - a living museum created in ten Brent 
neighbourhoods in collaboration with its six council-run and four community libraries and 
involving local high streets, schools and communities. Each of the ten Museum ‘wings’ will 
take the visitor on a creative journey exploring all that is unique, beautiful, complex and 
downright strange in this journey through a living collection of people, stories and 
experiences.  
 
We are now looking to commission ten projects which respond to the artistic brief 
developed in collaboration with the libraries. Through an open call-out, we will commission 
ten local, national and international artists to work with our libraries, neighbourhoods and 
communities to uncover, explore and celebrate our borough. The commissions will draw 
new visitors to our Museum and take them to parts of the borough that they may not have 
explored in the past.  
 
We encourage artists who live in the borough, or who have a historic relationship with the 
borough to apply but wherever you are from, we want to work with exciting artists with 
great ideas and responses to the briefs which involve a significant amount of local 
immersion. 
 
We want to create an experience which provides an exciting, informative, uplifting and 
perhaps provocative day out for visitors to our often-overlooked London borough. Each 
brief has been developed in response to particular themes and stories suggested by the 
libraries and their respective neighbourhoods, but these are by no means exhaustive and 
we welcome imaginative responses to the briefs.  
 
In many of the libraries space is very much at a premium. Therefore, we encourage artists to 
think of the libraries as a hub and a meeting point for artistic interventions into the 
neighbouring high streets, parks and communities as well as activity focused on the libraries 
themselves. 
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There is a budget of £10,000 per artistic commission, including artist fee and production 
costs, with an expectation that artists will work closely with the curator and local 
communities and have a keen understanding of how their commission speaks to the 
Museum of All Brent Life project as a whole.  
 
The Museum of All Brent Life will open its doors in May 2020 and the project will run for a 
period of approximately one month with the possibility of some projects having longer tails. 
 
3. The Briefs 
 
Ealing Road Library 
 
Ealing Road Library is situated between Wembley Central and Alperton but draws in 
visitors from further afield in Ealing, Harrow and across London through its reputation 
as home to a wide collection of books and resources in South Asian languages, 
predominantly Tamil and Gujarati. Though small in stature, it is a place well-loved and 
well used by the local community and on a typical day you will find children and 
families singing together alongside a U3A group painting beautiful watercolours whilst 
newspapers rustle in the reading room and students and start-ups work busily at desks 
and computers. The ebb and flow of life in Brent is reflected in the rhythm of the 
library as babies and toddlers in the mornings give way to new arrivals learning English, 
elders exercising in chairs and children arriving after school to set up camp in their 
second home. The library is a vital resource in an area where homes are often hectic and full 
and space is in high demand. A new forecourt for markets, performances and creative 
activity has been created in front of the library along with two new spaces for the 
community to come together. At the back of the library is the secret garden, tucked away 
and tranquil. A place away from the hustle of the street, to sit, read and reflect. 
 
THEME: GAMES, CRAFT, CODING CLUBS & RANGOLI 
The neighbourhood is seen by many as the heart of the Asian community and the library 
reflects that hustle and bustle. We would like this commission to explore the life of hobbies, 
arts and craft around the library: from children attending coding and STEM clubs, to 
traditional arts and crafts like Rangoli patterns and the needlework and samosa-making 
from which many local women earn a living. We are keen to encourage interest from artists 
with a strong interest in design, coding, gaming (both digital and real world) and craft. The 
library suggests a strongly intergenerational approach – perhaps the meeting point between 
Rangoli and Minecraft, between diaspora communities and their homes old and new. The 
new café and forecourt also give ample opportunity to explore events which involve 
participatory games, pop-up markets of ‘new products/ideas’ co-created with the 
community, and other public celebrations of the commission.  
 
Harlesden Library 
 
Harlesden Library sits on a hill at the top of the neighbourhood, past the high street, 
loud with music playing from the record shops and barber shops and the sounds of 
people shopping and stopping to chat. The historic building is over 100 years old. It has been 
transformed several times, and is now splashed with colour beneath its ornate listed 
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ceilings. Art hangs on the walls and within the nooks, crannies and skylights are classrooms 
and community hubs, where older women exercise and rub shoulders with young people 
hanging out under the winding staircases. 
 
Two new murals celebrating the local neighbourhood and the achievements of the 
black community sit above a new event space – restating the library’s purpose as a home of 
and portal to cultural and creative discovery in the neighbourhood. 
 
THEME: THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S COMIC BOOK WORKSHOP 
Last year’s Summer Reading Challenge, a collaboration between public libraries, the Reading 
Agency, Arts Council England and The Beano, saw a much lower uptake in areas where the 
majority of children and young people were from BAME backgrounds. Library staff cited a 
lack of identification with characters in The Beano as a factor. As a response, we propose to 
create a comic book workshop with local children and young people which helps them co-
create inclusive comic books and graphic novel pamphlets which everyone will find 
appealing. We are inviting graphic artists / novelists and comic book curators / publishers to 
pioneer a comic book workshop based in or near Harlesden Library, engaging with young 
library users and schools in the area. 
 
Kingsbury Library 
 
Kingsbury has the smallest space of the six libraries managed by Brent Council but has 
pulling power beyond its means, drawing visitors from across the borders in Barnet and 
Harrow. It is embedded within the high street amidst the sari shops and greengrocers, 
bordering the lush expanses of Roe Green and Fryent Parks and thrives on the chatter 
of passers-by, shopping, on their way to school and back or just out for a stroll. Though 
diminutive in size, Kingsbury Library has pride in its heritage, from the early days of manors 
and hamlets to its aviation industry. The library is home to one of the Brent Museum and 
Archive Service Community Cabinets which is curated with artefacts and information in 
conjunction with local schools whilst the library regularly hosts talks and 
presentations on aspects of the area’s history. 
 
The library is forward-looking and has welcomed the waves of new communities 
arriving over the years from Irish and South Asian residents to the emerging Eastern 
European communities who have settled in the area more recently. 
 
THEME: A MONUMENT TO GEORGE MICHAEL 
Kingsbury is something of a little-known gem in terms of its associations with a forgotten 
design and architecture movement and 1980s popular culture. The architect and house-
builder Ernest Trobridge built a number of extraordinary houses here in the 1920s which 
prefigure the later experiments in prefabricated houses and sustainable building materials. 
At the other end of the scale, Kingsbury was the childhood home of pop icon George 
Michael and the very first series of Grange Hill was filmed at Kinsgbury High School. We 
want to make Kingsbury, sitting at the outer reaches of the Jubilee line, one of the must-see 
destinations of the Museum. The themes suggest to us the genius of English eccentricism 
and the huge warmth felt for 1980s pop culture but it is the legend that is George Michael 
that has inspired us to commission a George Michael Monument for this part of the 
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Museum. This monument can be literal or figurative but we would love the creation process 
or the final piece to be experiential for local people and the huge swathes of people who are 
sure to descend on Kinsgbury to pay homage. 
 
Kilburn Library 
 
Kilburn Library sits within Queen’s Park and is a literary haven within the community, 
complemented by the nearby independent bookshop, Queen’s Park Books, and the park’s 
annual literary festival. The library frequently retains a traditional hush as readers and 
writers sit busily at desks in between browsing the shelves. Tranquillity can also be 
found in the library garden, a hidden treasure, well-tended to by a team of volunteers. 
Quiet doesn’t always reign as the popular story and song sessions spill out from the 
children’s library and regular programmes of reading groups and author talks provoke lively 
discussion and debate. 
 
The library also reaches out into the local community of activists and makers, growers and 
creators who make their home in Queen’s Park and animate this corner of the borough 
with events like the annual Queen’s Park Day. 
 
THEME: TRUE OR FALSE – A Museum of All Brent Life Public Think Tank  
The area of Queen’s Park is one of the most European in Brent and the library is perhaps 
one of the most traditional in terms of its quiet atmosphere and number of books 
borrowed. We want this part of the Museum to look at the role of public libraries as 
bastions of knowledge, truth and freedom in an age of false information, increasingly 
powerful Artificial Intelligence and the surveillance economy. We are interested in proposals 
from artists, arts organisations and think tanks working in the area of the internet and 
information networks as well as potential thinkers-in-residence or groups of individuals 
(political theorists, sociologists, etc.) with a talent for communication and creative 
engagement, to help us create a residency and series of events which can engage with these 
themes. The resultant artwork could include a season of exhilarating and accessible public 
workshops and debates, with the area’s young people at its centre, focusing on the 
importance of libraries, democracy and debate in a fast-changing world. The project's 
output will propose how young people, libraries and their users can help safeguard the 
future of democracy, freedom and work. We would like to see some physical output from 
this commission – a series of short films, pamphlets or a manifesto. 
 
Wembley Library 
 
Wembley Library is located within Brent Civic Centre and is often the entry point for 
many visitors and residents interacting with the Council. They are greeted with a 
vibrant and busy atmosphere, walls of ever-changing books, displays and information 
around what’s on. A quiet and peaceful space for leisurely browsing of shelves, it is not. 
However, what is missed in tradition is countered by the flow of energy and exchange of 
ideas, advice and information. Beneath the fast pace and noise, you will find students 
studying, new businesses emerging, friends made over knitting and scrabble groups, babies 
and small children growing in confidence and literacy at family activities, construction skills 
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workshops, artists-in-residence performing and the sparking of inspiration and ideas set 
alight and sent back out into the community. 
 
All of Brent life can be found passing through these doors, with visitors often stopping a 
while as something amidst the cacophony captures their attention. 
 
THEME: BIG DATA ATE MY HAMSTER 
From the curated corridor of suggested reads as you enter the Civic Centre through the 
library, to the all-day bustle of activities for kids, students and people using the computers, 
to the potential passing library trade of people visiting the Civic Centre customer service 
centre, the footfall and diversity of visitors to this library is fantastic. As the centre of civic 
engagement and local government in Brent, Wembley Library provides an opportunity to 
explore data and information about the residents of Brent, their likes and dislikes, their 
comings and goings, their features and characteristics. 
 
We are interested in hearing from artists, artistic collaborations or organisations working in 
the field of design informatics and computational artists with interesting proposals on 
exploring and communicating information about who the residents of the borough are. 
Wembley Library and Civic Centre also gives a larger canvas to play with in terms of indoor 
and outdoor performance spaces and big digital screens. We are interested in eye-catching, 
engaging and entertaining ways of visualizing facts and data about the people who live in 
Brent. Working with recent statistics about Brent and perhaps allowing for live input from 
residents, this will be an engaging and entertaining artwork combining data visualization, 
statistics and anecdotes and surveys. The resultant artwork could be visible on the big 
digital screens 24/7 and online through the Brent 2020 website. 
 
The Library at Willesden Green 
 
The Library at Willesden Green is more than a library alone. Also, home to the Brent 
Museum and Archives, an art gallery, performance space and several exhibition spaces, 
it is Brent Council’s flagship cultural centre and best-used library with over 400,000 visits a 
year. In addition to being the keeper of the borough’s local history, the programme also 
looks outwards, exploring the international influence in Brent and engaging community 
groups and local residents in curation. Significant past projects include explorations of 
Brent’s connections with India, Romania and most recently a celebration of the impact 
made by the Windrush generation. With three floors of public space, the library does 
pioneering work developing the arts in a library environment and programming special 
events, taking visitors on a journey to experience a range of cultural activities around the 
building. This has included working with arts organisations to host an aerial rig in the central 
atrium for a circus performance and immersive installations in the children’s library. 
 
THEMES: SOUNDS & VOICES OF BRENT – A SONIC INSTALLATION 
The Library at Willesden Green is a breath-taking space. It suggests live/recorded musical 
performance or an architectural sound-scape. This is the opportunity to engage with the 
richness of the archive service as well as the history of Brent’s historic immigrant 
communities – the Irish diaspora, the Jewish community and Afro-Caribbean communities 
as well as more recent arrivals to the area from Syria, eastern Europe and Brazil. We are 
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keen to hear from artists, composers, music groups or arts organisations who work with 
choirs, oral histories, sound design and walking tours to create a sound experience for the 
library which tells the story of the borough’s cultures through a unique musical composition 
or sound world. 
 
Barham Community Library 
 
Barham Community Library stands in a building in Barham Park, both gifted to the 
residents of Wembley by a local benefactor, Titus Barham. His Express Dairies fortune 
came from the production of safe and hygienic milk and its industrialised delivery to 
the City. The legacy to be celebrated brings together the themes of the ex-rural farms 
of Sudbury, the surrounding hay fields serving London's horse-drawn traffic, Brent's 
rich industrial and railway-based past, and the philanthropy which thrives still amongst 
its residents. Many of the people that the library serves are transient, often in crowded 
housing, primed for benefiting from a safe community space in quiet green surroundings. 
 
THEMES: PHILANTHROPY, VICTORIAN INVENTIONS, HIDDEN TREASURES 
Barham Community Library and surrounding Sudbury feel inseparable from the legacy of its 
benefactor. The themes of modern food production and public health innovation suggest 
themselves. We feel inspired by the Express Dairy story and the technological innovations of 
the past which brought clean, fresh milk into London by railway but with it the end of the 
local dairy and the beginning of modern food production and distribution. 
 
There is also the theme of philanthropy and of a gift made for ‘the public good’ in the time 
before the Welfare State and the NHS. This also begs the question: who funds ‘the public 
good’ after the age of big public benefactors and the age of austerity? And if we were to tell 
this story again in 100 years’ time at Barham Community Library, what would that story be? 
Barham Park itself is one of Brent’s most beautiful parks with an astonishing walled garden, 
an accidental railway tromp l’oeil and many other hidden treasures. 
 
Sudbury includes a number of architectural treasures including the Church of St John, 
designed by Sir Gilbert Scott, and the Grade 2 listed Sudbury Town underground station 
designed by Charles Holden. We are interested in working with artists who work with 
temporary architecture, garden designers, or museum interaction designers or artists who 
work in AR and VR to help us explore some of the stories connected to this little-known 
Brent suburb. Sudbury was also home to the chemist William Perkins, inventor of the dye 
mauveine.  
 
Cricklewood Library 
 
Cricklewood Library is a small community-run independent neighbourhood library next 
to Gladstone Park. The library is a local hub, providing books alongside arts, cultural 
and wellbeing activities for all ages and abilities. The newly built library has three main 
spaces, a small café and kids’ area, and sits on the site of Cricklewood’s first library from 
1929. It is run by Friends of Cricklewood Library, a registered charity made up of residents. 
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THEMES: THE CRICKLEWOOD DETECTIVE AGENCY 
There is something very strange about Cricklewood. Located in a liminal space between 
Dollis Hill, Kilburn and Willesden, once home to thriving film studios - as well as a summer 
house where a British Prime Minister and famed American novelist came for respite to take 
in the beauty of the Middlesex landscape - it is some distance from the bustle of London. 
Cricklewood has become a strange Bermuda Triangle of a place where a former London 
Mayor can sometimes be seen taking his newts out for their evening constitutional…  
 
The trustees of Cricklewood Library are keen for their newly built, and soon to be opened, 
community library to be a ‘destination’ library and the Museum of All Brent Life will help 
them rise to that challenge. With this in mind we believe that the Cricklewood commission 
should be the joker in the pack. We want it to contain lots of humour and a great sense of 
fun but also to be intelligent, engaging and topical. The commission could take the form of a 
series of interventions around the area or even a treasure hunt. The title The Cricklewood 
Detective Agency did suggest itself over a very strong cup of coffee in the kitchen of the 
library trust chair but other flights of the imagination are equally welcome… 
 
Kensal Rise Library 
 
Kensal Rise Library is the only library in the world to have been opened by Mark Twain, 
in 1900. Following its closure by the Council in 2011 and sale to developers, the local 
community fought tirelessly to win back most of the ground floor and raised over 
£250,000 to refurbish what had become a void shell. The grassroots campaign has 
attracted widespread support, including from such notables as Zadie Smith, Alan 
Bennett, Philip Pullman, Jacqueline Wilson and Tamsin Greig. 
 
Themes: PLAYFUL APPROACHES TO PARTICIPATION & DOCUMENTARY 
The trustees of Kensal Rise Library have identified for 4 things they want to achieve with 
their Museum of All Brent Life commission: 
 

 To involve the community both by gathering its stories and in the project’s making 

 To widen and deepen the library’s connection with multifarious strands of the 
community, particularly those more difficult to reach 

 To create a piece/pieces that are of benefit to the library and its visitors, and will 
provide a legacy 

 To ensure culture has meaning and ownership as well as expression 
 
With these outcomes in mind, we invite artists whose practice involves playful approaches 
to participation and documentary, with experience of really embedding themselves in 
communities and working with local residents. We are keen for the project to reveal the 
community’s stories. The resultant artistic project should be engaging, and elicit a sense of 
broad ownership for the local community. It could take a physical manifestation in the 
library as a ‘curiosity’ as well as across any potential online platforms – and might involve a 
live and digital project such as audio archive, film, photography or participatory film-making. 
We want the project to open up a conversation around what culture is and how it is 
relevant to a broad and diverse local population. The work of Raymond Williams has been 
a reference point during the development of this brief. 
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Preston Community Library 
 
The purpose-built, one-storey, vernacular library building opened in the 1960s to the joy 
of residents now able to shop in the friendly 'high street', borrow and return library books, 
and pop into the charming 1920s Preston Hotel opposite for refreshment. People mingled 
freely as the area retained a sense of the community it had once been - of farms, orchards 
and large houses. The layout of the roads conveys something of those times. Preston Road 
itself would have been a drove road, the names of streets, schools and parks contain a 
sense of that rural past - Preston Manor and Uxendon Manor Schools, Barn Hill, Preston 
Park, etc. Modernity arrived with the conversion of Preston Road 'Halt' on the Metropolitan 
Line to Preston Road Station in 1930: pleasant houses and council estates began to be built. 
The station is immortalised in John Betjeman's great poem Metroland. The tree-lined area 
behind the Library is known as 'The Lake District', with its evocative street names such as 
Grasmere, Windermere, Ambleside, etc. One of four churches, the Grade 2 listed Ascension, 
is rated as one of the ten top 1950s' churches in the country; and five synagogues are 
testament to the Jewish population arriving during and after WW2. The area itself took over 
200 bombs which targeted the nearby Hirst Research Centre, trading estates, and railway 
lines, resulting in many deaths. Older communities include the Irish (the Fleadh Pub), 
Scottish and Welsh. Poles who fought alongside the British settled here, many of them 
highly decorated, as did Hungarians in the wake of the uprising in 1956. In the 1970s came 
the Ugandan and Kenyan Asians leaving because of Idi Amin. The Pakistani community had 
started coming to Britain in the 1950s and moved into the area as their circumstances 
improved. 
 
The membership of Preston Community Library - located in the much-loved old Library 
Building and opened and run by campaigners and volunteers in the wake of Brent's 2011 
library closures - reveals the extraordinary diversity of the area today, as does a stroll 
along shops and businesses in Preston Road; and equally the 52 languages spoken by 
pupils at Preston Park School. Preston Community Library is open four days a week, 
with fully stocked children's and adult libraries. The library hosts community police sessions 
and offers essential ESOL classes, homework help, Italian and Arabic classes, yoga, chess, 
computers, a ‘Memory Café’ for elders, a cinema, art classes, knitting, a toddlers' group, 
regular talks and author events, and much more. The library and surrounding area have 
recently become famous as the setting of high-profile British Pakistani author Kamila 
Shamsie’s prize-winning novel Home Fire, which has been published across the world. The 
writer has captured the essence of the area as it stands today. The children's author Saman 
Shamsie is Children's Laureate of the library and does extraordinary work with the library's 
unique Children's Creative Writing Project which has been praised by the celebrated author 
of War Horse, Michael Morpurgo. The monthly quiz, held at the Preston, has become 
something of an institution and is a welcome forum for local people to come together. 
 
THEMES: THE MISSING CAT CHRONICLES 
 
During 2020 Preston Community Library will be in a temporary home while its new premises 
(on its original site) are redeveloped. It is scheduled to reopen in late 2020. It is of 
paramount importance for the trustees and library committee that the commission keeps 
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the library’s presence firmly on the map during this period and is able to publicise the 
opening of the new building and recruit new visitors. 
 
With this in mind we would like to commission an experience which puts Preston 
Community Library very firmly on the map in terms of public awareness. The themes 
suggested are around the telling of stories for a diverse audience in a very accessible and 
imaginative way. Using the Preston Road high street and excellent topography of the 
surrounding residential streets (Harrow-on-the-Hill, the West End, Wembley Stadium and 
the City, all of which can be seen from vantage points around the high street) we want to 
create a trail which tells stories through physical, graphical and textual interventions such as 
posters (missing cats), neon shop signs, perhaps text messages and graffiti. The hoarding 
around the Preston Community Library redevelopment site could become a story-telling 
canvas, along with a menu in a local café… 
 
We are interested in proposals from artists that involve coming to the Preston Road 
community to research and uncover stories, meet with local people and actively involve 
them in creating a series of accessible experiences which tell these stories in a playful way. 
These works should reflect the local area and its diverse community and appeal to a broad 
range of people (many of whom will not have English as a first language) and age groups. 
We are particularly keen for the project to engage young people and to make the library’s 
new temporary home at Ashley Gardens (HA9 8NP) something of a must-visit destination on 
the trail.  
 
The commission should create a series of physical artworks (posters, signs, sound 
recordings) which would then potentially become part of the fabric or be exhibited at the 
new library once it is reopened later in the year. 
 
4. How to apply 
 
The deadline for submissions is Friday 12 July at 12 noon. To apply please email your 
proposal to info@lboc2020.com stating clearly The Museum of All Brent Life and the library 
name you are applying for in the subject heading. Please include the following in your 
application, being clear about how you would execute your idea and utilize the budget, how 
you would involve the local community and what any legacy of the project might look like. 
Artists may apply for more than one commission but only one commission will be awarded 
per artist. Artists must be available to undertake the commission between September 2019 
and May 2020. 
 

1. CV/Biography 
2. Response to the brief – maximum of five sides of A4 
3. Budget breakdown 
4. Examples of previous work 
5. Two referees 

 
We would encourage applicants to contact curator William Galinsky for an initial 
conversation about any of the briefs at info@lboc2020.com We encourage applicants to 
visit the libraries and neighbourhoods in question when answering the brief. Please note 

mailto:info@lboc2020.com
mailto:info@lboc2020.com
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that the briefs are suggestive of a direction of travel but that we are open to exciting ideas 
and approaches we may not have considered. 
 
5. Time-scale and budget 
 
There is a budget of £10,000 per commission, including fee and production. The budget for 
each commission is fixed but wherever possible, we expect the artists commissioned to 
work with the Museum of All Brent Life curator to explore and instigate partnerships to 
increase the impact of each project.  
 
Deadline for submissions    Friday 12 July 2019 (12 noon) 
Interviews for shortlisted candidates  Monday 5 – Thursday 15 August 2019 
Appointments made    Friday 16 August 2019 
Research & Development   September – November 2019 
Project Creation    December 2019 – April 2020 
Museum opens to public   May 2020 


